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WYCHERT VALE BENEFICE CONTACTS 

 

Benefice Rector 
 

Revd Cassa Messervy 

Associate Rector 
Revd 

Canon  
Dr Phil 
Groves 

 

7, Badgers Rise 
Stone Aylesbury 
HP17 8RR 

 
Tel: 01296 748 390 
Email: drphilgroves@gmail.com 

Associate Minister 
Revd Nigel Featherston 

Greenwood,  
New Road,  
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

Tel: 01296 747454         
Email: nfeatherston@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer 
Steven Kennell 
 

 
Email: treasurer@stonedintonhartwell.com 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  
please contact the Parish Administrator at the  

Benefice office St Mary’s Centre Station Road Haddenham Aylesbury HP17 8AJ 

or email office@wychertvale.org  or  office@haddenhamstmarys.org 

St John the Baptist, Stone 
 
Richard Smith 
Churchwarden  

 
 
richard.smith@stonedintonhartwell.com 

St Peter and St Paul, Dinton 
 

Rosemary Jackson 
Churchwarden 

 

Innisfree, New 
Road, Dinton, HP17 
8UT 

 

01296 748655    
jacksonrj@btinternet.com  

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Sandford 
 

Marilynne Morgan 
Hon Treasurer 
 

  
4mam.morgan@gmail.com 

 
Nick Morgan 
Churchwarden  
 

 01844 291217  
4nick.morgan@gmail.com  

 

 

 
 
 

Front Cover image courtesy of Michael Trotman 
 
 

mailto:office@haddenhamstmarys.org
mailto:jacksonrj@btinternet.com
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Parish News 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside 
the still waters. 
Psalm 23 
 

 
Editorial 
Psalm 23  
 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters 
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake. 
 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest 
my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
There is something about being beside an expanse of water. It may look inviting or 
cool on the hottest days and dark and mysterious on colder ones.  Still waters would 
be peaceful and less dangerous than a torrent or raging stream.  
 

This psalm is one of the best known parts of the bible. It is a great comfort at difficult 
periods and reassuring at all times. The picture it paints is simple and direct.  
 

We all need restoring and probably a bit of leading in paths of righteousness would 
not go amiss. Summer has been stay at home for most but Autumn offers a new 
start, the start of the school year and a favourite time of the year. If you are going 
back to school or starting college or just plodding on with life as usual enjoy still 
waters . 
 
 

 

Parish & Community News : News team 
Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170    david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538    carole.e.fryer@outlook.com 
Advertising: Sue Unwin 07760 177599    sunwin1958@hotmaill.com 
IT Producer: Heather Harris    07766 086280   hevsharris@aol.com 
Distributor:    Fiona Rysdale     01296 747663   therysdales@live.co.uk 
Readership:   Ruth Jeffery            07792 734116  ruth@computing4u.net  

mailto:carole.e.fryer@outlook
mailto:hevsharris@aol.com
mailto:therysdales@live.co.uk
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Parish Services and Calendar  
 

 
September 
2021 
 

St John  
the Baptist 

Stone* 
 

St Peter & 
Paul 

Dinton* 

Stone 
Methodist 
Chapel ** 

St Michael & 
All Angels 

Aston 
Sandford*** 

Sunday 5th  
September 
Trinity 14 
 

10.30am 
All 

Age/Family 
Service 

10.00am 
Morning 
Worship 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

Sunday 12th 
September 
Trinity 15 
 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

6.00pm 
Parish 

Evensong 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

Sunday 19th 
September 
Trinity 16 
 

9.00am 
Mattins 

10.30am 
Morning 
Worship 

10.00am 
Morning 
Worship 

11.00am 
Harvest 

Thanksgiving 

11.00am 
Holy 

Communion 

Sunday 26th 
September 
Trinity 17 

10.30am 
Harvest Holy 
Communion 

10.00 
Harvest 

Thanksgiving 

11.00am 
Worship 

 

 6.00pm Open Air Evening 
Prayer at Hartwell Church 
Please bring your own chair 

  

Sunday 3rd 
October 
Trinity 18 
 

10.30am 
All 

Age/Family 
Service 

 11.00am 
Worship 

 

 For current Covid compliance and 
any service changes, please see 
the website and notices at the 
churches. 

** No longer 
any need to 
pre-book for 
these 
services. 

*** Correct at 
time of going 
to press.  
Please contact 
Churchwarden 
for latest 
information. 

 
 
 

Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, 

Bishopstone, Hartwell and Aston Sandford. We welcome news, announcements by societies and 
clubs, and articles on local and other issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such 
as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments and welcome advertising by local businesses.  
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Evening Prayer service - Sunday 26th September 2021 at 6 pm  
By kind permission of Hartwell House, Oxford Road, Aylesbury, HP17 8NR  
 

This spectacular and romantic mid-18th-
century church is built in the 'Gothic’ style. The 
church was built between 1753 and 1755 to a 
design by Henry Keene for Sir William Lee. It 
has two towers and sits in the landscaped 
grounds of Hartwell House, now a luxurious 
country hotel. Henry Keene designed the 
church for Sir William Lee. It is octagonal with 
east and west towers, and is thought to echo 
the chapter house at York Minster. 

 
Please bring your own chair. 
 
The traditional Common Prayer service takes 
place out of doors, in front of Hartwell Church. 

Led by The Reverend Cassa Messervy,  
Rector of the Wychert Vale Benefice  

 
Matthew A C Johnson FIH MI (1971 – 2021) 
  
We are very sad to inform you that Matthew A C 
Johnson died suddenly after playing golf, on Monday 2nd 
August 2021, at the age of 49.  
 

Matthew was Director of Hotel Operations for the three 
Historic House Hotels of the National Trust, as well as 
General Manager at Hartwell House & Spa in 
Buckinghamshire. 
 

He had spent most of his 30-year career with this 
company, starting as Assistant Manager at Hartwell 
House & Spa in 1994. After two years in this position, 
he was promoted to Hartwell’s companion hotel Bodysgallen Hall & Spa near 
Llandudno in North Wales, which he successfully ran for 20 years as Director and 
General Manager. During his time at the helm, the hotel was recognised with 
various industry awards including AA Hotel of the Year for Wales 2012.  
 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Keene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Lee_(English_judge)
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Following Jonathan Thompson’s retirement in 2016, Matthew returned to Hartwell 
House for another five years, where he held the role of Director of Hotel Operations 
for the whole company.  
 

An accomplished and well regarded hotelier, Matthew was a member of The Master 
Innholders and of the British Hoteliers’ Association. Throughout his career with 
Historic House Hotels, Matthew worked with the National Trust, fellow members of 
the Relais & Châteaux and of the Pride of Britain consortia and established long-
lasting relationships and friendships.  
 

Over the years, Matthew had helped further develop the reputation of Historic 
House Hotels as luxury hotels with excellent hospitality standards in historic 
settings, and guests appreciated his professionalism, enthusiasm and caring 
approach – a welcoming presence always with a smile and a good word. 
 

Richard Broyd, Chairman of Historic House Hotels Ltd comments; “Matthew was 
respected and well-liked by everyone he met and worked with and was everyone's 
friend. He was sympathetic with outstanding ability and he encouraged kindness 
on a daily basis. In my half century career, my working relationship with Matthew 
was one of the most fruitful I have enjoyed. I also remember his tremendous sense 
of humour. It is a truly sad day and everyone at Historic House Hotels is filled with 
sadness. He will be much missed”.  
 

Matthew was a strong and inspiring leader, who had the rare ability to spot, nurture 
and support future talents, sharing with them his passion for the industry. He was 
fair in his approach and always available for advice, with an ‘open door’ policy to 
everyone. 
 
Over the last five years, Matthew had further developed a strong and professional 
team at Hartwell. Kevin Hughes will now assume the role of Acting Manager, and 
together with the support of former Director Jonathan Thompson, who has kindly 
returned temporarily from retirement, will ensure that Matthew’s legacy at Hartwell 
House will continue and that high standards of hospitality will be upheld.   
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NEWS FROM ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 
 

St John The Baptist Church, Stone has a lot 
of things to do to keep the fabric of the church 
and churchyard safe, to provide the much-
needed facilities and kitchen and keep it all 
looking good for the whole community. 

 

As we come out of the past 1½ years, many people are still buying online. 
 

If you are continuing to buy online, you could help us!  
 

We are registered on the Giving Machine and if you shop via the Giving Machine, 
we will receive a donation at no cost to you.  
 

Most popular shops such as Tesco, Waitrose, Amazon etc are on the Giving 
Machine.  
 

Visit www.stonedintonhartwell.com/parish-giving/ for more information and to sign 
up.  
 

Please remember “Every little helps”. 
 
 

 

FANTASTIC NEWS 
 

There are trees in the churchyard at Stone 
that need work on them to keep them safe and 
the quote was over £3000 and we don’t have 
that sort of money.  
 
We looked at ways of getting funding and one 
of the contractors working for HS2 have 
answered our prayers. They have offered to 
cover the cost of the work for us.  
 
Our thanks go to Coombes Forestry and HS2 
for all the help and support and we look 
forward to getting the work underway as soon 
as possible.  

 
      Susan Birrell  
      SJB Fabric Chairperson. 
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Mystery No 16 – Who made these? 

(Answer on page 26) 
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Letter from Aston Sandford 
(continuation from August issue) 
 

Margaret Isobel Watkins  
15th July 1938 – 27th April 2021 

 
Memories, by Joan Lawson 
Margaret was five years old when I was born in 1943. 
This age gap was not what our parents had planned, 
but WWII intervened. However, from my arrival 
Margaret took me under her wing as the most loving 
and caring older sister I could have wished for. 
 

She took her responsibilities as my older sister very 
seriously, and she was always there to guide me through life. Her love of literature 
was evident from a young age, and in the days before television she spent many 
happy hours reading stories to me. One of my earliest memories is of Margaret 
leading me by the hand into Doncaster library and making sure that I was 
introduced to the world of books. 
 

For a number of years we both attended ballet classes in Rotherham.  Margaret 
became a very good dancer, taking part in shows at the local theatre. This inspired 
a life-long love of ballet which we both shared. Later on, in my teenage years, she 
was keen for me to experience theatre at its best, so she took me to see some 
wonderful productions in London, which I will never forget.  
 

Because both our parents were at work, Margaret often had the responsibility of 
looking after me in school holidays. As Alan will remember, this could become 
something of an inconvenience for any of Margaret’s would-be boyfriends, as I was 
often the little sister tagging along. However, Margaret was always very patient with 
me, although I am not sure what the boyfriends thought about me! 
 

After school and college, our lives took us to different parts of the country, and 
although we were separated by distance, we always remained very close as sisters; 
we met up for family events and holidays whenever possible. Margaret became a 
very gifted teacher and was influential in my decision to join the teaching profession 
too. 
 

I have so many happy memories of Margaret – in particular the joy we shared on 
each other’s wedding days, followed by the arrival of our children and 
grandchildren. I feel very blessed and proud to say that Margaret was my sister. 
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Memories, by Louise Machu 
My mum.  Only 5’ 4’’ and the rest of us giants by comparison, but wow what an 
amazing woman, always smiling and so upbeat.   Her enthusiasm filled the room 
and it was infectious.  
 
As an insight to us growing up - there was always enough food to go around in our 
house as mum was a serial feeder! Friends were fascinated that at the end of every 
meal cheese and biscuits came out - this is one of many Watkins family traditions 
which has continued, but with the addition of a cheeky glass of port now we are all 
adults!  
 
My school bestie said she remembers my tuck box was brimming with M&S goodies 
(not that they lasted for long at the boarding house) - mum the food provider once 
again!  
 
We opened up our house to my work friends who couldn’t get home for Christmas. 
Mum remembered one friend’s husband, a psychologist, spending the whole day 
in the corner of the room analysing our family.  The findings were never revealed 
thankfully ... My mum - forever inclusive of others and welcoming. 
 
Memories, by Kate Watkins 
The order of service includes Mum’s paintings and poems to show just how talented 
she was. Her artistic flair, clothes sense, love of shopping and gardening rubbed 
off on Louise, not me. Her greatest influence on my life was as a trailblazer. She 
showed me that a woman can have it all, and how to juggle having children and a 
career. Mum was the embodiment of girl power, many years before the Spice Girls 
tried to claim the title. 
 
Mum weaned me on Guardian Women, gave me a copy of The Female Eunuch 
and many Virago books. She said the most important thing to help you hold down 
a job was a decent dishwasher. However, she did make sacrifices to pay for 
childcare costs. She had a procession of awful second-hand cars – at least three 
Morris Minors and one of the first Skodas in the country. You can imagine our 
teenage mortification! 
 
Mum always actively encouraged me to have a go at whatever opportunity came 
my way. When I got really good A level results, she received a call from Bristol 
University inquiring whether I was going to keep my place there or try for Oxford. 
By the time I got home she had practically written the application for me. Grandad 
and Mum got my first big break in journalism, a placement at Sheffield Star which 
led to a job there and then the BBC. When I moved to Leeds University, she sat in 
the front row as I gave one of my first open day talks to prospective students, which 
I confess was far more nerve-wracking than producing a BBC news programme!   
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We shared a love of books and theatre. When my book club organised a trip to 
Stratford-Upon-Avon for my 50th birthday it was obvious whom I had to invite too. 
There can’t be many people who can boast they spent their 50th sharing a Premier 
Inn room with their 74 year old mother! 
 
All our kids speak with such warmth about the art they did with Mum and how she 
raided Haddenham Players’ dressing up box to stage shows with them all. Many 
people have told us about her cunning methods of signing them up for her plays.  I 
too was ‘persuaded’ to join in, from  the age of 10, acting and singing  alongside 
her in shows and WI productions. We were all roped into her Millennium Pageant - 
my girls still remember the lovely duckling costumes they wore.  
 
We wanted to end with a small selection of the wonderful messages Dad has 
received –  
 
‘She spread vitality and enthusiasm for life via her generosity of spirit wherever she 
went’;  
 
‘A force of nature’ .. a wonderful lady loved by all that knew her‘;   
‘Her bright and colourful paintings were an inspiration to us all… [we will miss her] 
cheerful presence, constant smile and encouragement’;  
‘A marvellous person and friend to work with, brilliant at her job, I feel very privileged 
to have known her. ’.  
 
Many people praised her mentoring and support skills.    
She would have been so pleased to know that so many commemorated her ‘legacy’ 
to the village -   
 
’Over the years she has touched so many lives….she was always so generous with 
her time and her knowledge … her enthusiasm for every project inspired everyone 
to give of their best, Margaret will be sorely missed by everyone who knew her and 
the village will be poorer for her passing’;  
 
‘It is people like you who made Haddenham a very very special place to live. We 
and the village will miss her,  it was an honour to know her.’. 
 
But at least Mum was given an inkling of all your kind thoughts. Dad read out to 
Mum a card addressed to her while she was in hospital. It’s one that I think sums 
her up, if that’s possible.  It read simply-  
 
‘Margaret Watkins… teacher author poet painter WI member etc etc … and all 
round good egg. ’. 

 
***************************************************************************** 
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Letter from Aston Sandford  -  September Days: Michaelmas 
 

Aston Sandford Church is dedicated to St Michael and All Angels (as are at least 
two other churches in Buckinghamshire).  The Festival of St Michael and All Angels 
is 29th September, commonly known as Michaelmas.  I was recently lent a 
wonderful old book, missing its end covers, spine, title and introductory pages, 
which appeared to be dedicated at least in part to the celebration of Christian 
Festivals.  My guess is that it was published some time before 1800 – it is printed 
using, instead of the letter ‘s’,  the letter  ‘f’ (known as ‘the long s’ as opposed to the 
‘short s’ of today), a practice which died out in the 1790s.  
 

My researches revealed that it is a copy of a book first published in 1704 by Robert 
Nelson called A Companion for the Festivals and Fasts of the Church of England, 
with Collects and Prayers for Each Solemnity, sometimes known simply as 
Nelson’s Festivals.   It was apparently one of the most popular and important 
Anglican devotional and theological works of the eighteenth century and ran to 
about 40 editions, with one as late as 1826; it is known to have been translated into 
German and Welsh.  
 

Robert Nelson (1656–1715) was not a clergyman, but a lay religious writer and 
philanthropist.  He was a nonjuring supporter (briefly, some clergy refused to take 
the oath of allegiance to the Crown following the Glorious Revolution and were thus 
known as ‘nonjuring’, meaning not swearing an oath) and had Jacobite leanings 
although was not actively involved in the movement. His father was a wealthy 
merchant of the Levant Company and left Robert a fortune (as did his wife, Lady 
Theophila Lucy, widow of a baronet and daughter of an Earl).  He was at school, 
and later travelled, with Edmund Halley, of Halley’s Comet fame;  he did the Grand 
Tour; and lived abroad for some years till settling in Blackheath.  One of the 
prominent nonjurors was a clergyman called John Kettlewell and it was on his 
advice that Nelson began his religious writings, of which the Companion is the most 
famous.  Nelson supported the SPCK, founded in 1698, and was active in setting 
up charity schools. He was one of the Commissioners of The Commission for 
Building Fifty New Churches (in London and its surroundings) set up in 1711 (it 
succeeded in building only a dozen, which are known as Queen Anne Churches, 
such as St John’s Smith Square, and funded half a dozen or so more).  
 

So what does Nelson tell us about the Festival of St Michael? He tells us all that is 
known in the Bible about Archangel St Michael, how he had an army of Angels, that 
he fought with a Dragon, or Satan – and how that fight is interpreted by the Church 
–  

it is generally agreed that it denotes some eminent Victory of the Christian 
Church, by the assistance of these Ministering Spirits, over the Power 
and Malice of the Devil and his Instruments, who set themselves with all 
their might to persecute and destroy it.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
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Over 10 pages 
the author 
examines the 
implications and 
consequences of 
this. Five prayers 
follow, including 
one for the 
protection of 
Angels and one 
for the 
Government of 
the Tongue. It is 
tempting to think 
that the Rev 
Thomas Scott, or 
probably more 
likely his 
predecessors as 
Rector of Aston 
Sandford, had a copy of this book and that it could have been used on 29th 
September each year.  
 
 
September Days: Buckinghamshire Historic Churches Trust ‘s Ride and 
Stride: Saturday 11th  September 2021 
 

 As I am sure everyone is aware, all charities have been 
hard hit by the pandemic  not least as their fund raising 
activities have been considerably curtailed.  BHCT’s Ride 
and Stride is one event which, as one of the Trustees, I urge 
everyone to support. Churches still need restoration despite 
the pandemic, but parishes have been unable to run the 
kind of fund raising events which are needed to raise the 
necessary funds.  Grants from BHCT are therefore needed 

more than ever.  Why not help your church and the trust by taking part or by 
sponsoring someone to do so – or sit in your church to welcome visitors and get 
sponsored yourself?  
 

 Further details are at https://bucks-historic-churches.org/ride-stride where you 
can also sign up or donate.  
 

Marilynne A Morgan  
Treasurer Aston Sandford Church  

https://bucks-historic-churches.org/ride-stride
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STONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
Covid update, Summer 2021 
 
Sadly, like so many other organisations, we have been unable to hold our monthly 
meetings in Stone Village Hall since March 2020. We had hoped to get together 
again in September this year, but still feel unable to put our members at any risk 
from meeting in a confined space, so have reluctantly decided to wait until 
conditions are more stable. 
 
We have, however, made a tentative booking for a meeting on Monday 15th 
November when if we are sure that conditions are safe for you, Keith Hasted will 
talk on the history of the Palace of Westminster and we will hold a belated AGM. 
Note the new day of the meeting - we have lost our Tuesday slot. 
 
Since last March we have, however, been able to produce a monthly 3 page 
newsletter, filled with histories, stories and anecdotes relating to the history of our 
villages, culled from our very large archive of records, cuttings, maps, and 
photographs. We have covered everything from archaeology to shopping, village 
families, houses, industries, and occupations. This is sent by email to all our 
members and is available free to interested local non-members and friends.   
 
Our August issue covered a Victorian tea house by the river at Eythrope, the coming 
of electricity in 1930 to Stone Village Hall, a WI meeting from 1932, village concerts 
and entertainments pre WWII and entries from the diary of a naval wife who 
socialised with the French court at Stowe and Hartwell during the Napoleonic wars. 
If you would like to go on the list for this please email carole.e.fryer@outlook.com. 
 
Our very best wishes to all our members and friends and we look forward to seeing 
you when all is safe. 

 

 
 
 
 
We offer a warm welcome to Ruth Jeffery who has joined the Magazine 
Committee.  Ruth, who lives in Stone, will be assisting us with readership queries 
and generally helping to expand the readership and reach of the magazine.  

 

  

mailto:carole.e.fryer@outlook.com
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2021  
 

This year marks the centenary of the Royal British Legion. From the creation of a 
dedicated TB hospital and providing emergency aid payments and food parcels to 
families in the wake of the First World War to helping veterans get back into 
employment, supporting serving and ex-serving personnel with life changing 
injuries following conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, supporting veterans living with 
dementia and helping families impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. The RBL has 
been around for 100 years and will continue to be there into the next 100.  
 
Last year was very challenging for charities with reduced income and increased 
need. Please support the local appeal this year.  We always need more help with 
static sales at the shop, places that will host a collecting box such as businesses in 
the parish and door to door collecting. If you can help by preparing or distributing 
boxes, please let me know.   
 
David Pickup  
01296 748170  |  david@pickupandscott.co.uk  
 
 
 
 

 

‘Music in Quiet Places’ 
 

are playing a light classical concert on  
Saturday 11th September at 7.30pm  

in Dinton Church (HP17 8UQ) 
Come and enjoy relaxing music in the  

peaceful ambience of this wonderful old church 
Bar available 

 

 
  

mailto:david@pickupandscott.co.uk
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 
 
COULD YOU VOLUNTEER TO HELP US? 

 
If so you will be able to: 
 

• Work on a specified area of the 

churchyard in your own time 

• Use your own equipment or ours depending on how you feel 

• Be part of a team who care and are appreciated 

• Help with conservation and encouragement of wildlife 

• Enjoy doing something your church and community need 

If you can help then please call Ivor and have a chat., tel: 01296 747671 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
 

A MESSAGE FOR ALL WHO ARE MISSING THURSDAY CLUB 
 

How long since we last met? 
The months have seemed so long; 

now all the rules are easing, yet 
we don’t want to get it wrong. 

 
So we think that for a little while 

we’ll just see how things pan out – 
worth going on the extra mile 
and then there’ll be no doubt. 

 
So hang on in there, that’s the plea 

from Margaret, Josie, Kath and Gwen, 
Carole, Jo and Sue and Dee. 

Soon as we can – we’ll tell you when – 
the good times will roll again! 
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September Gardening Notes 
 

This year after some unpleasant Winter weather, conditions in April changed and 
apart from one short spell of probably the hottest weather ever, conditions have 
generally been very helpful for gardeners.   This has resulted in an enormous 
growth in shrubs and hedges which will need fairly serious pruning and cutting back. 
 

Vegetables have cropped well and now is the time 
to harvest crops which have finished growing, 
clear all dead and dying vegetation, dig in 
compost or manure except where it is intended to 
grow root crops, and leave the ground rough, to 
over Winter. Make sure dahlias are well supported 
as they will probably continue flowering until we 

may get an early frost, and as the weather has been somewhat different this year 
anything could happen. 
 

Lawns, which have had better growing conditions than 
several previous years, need some attention.  Mow, 
scarify, mow again and aerate either with a garden fork 
or a machine with spikes.  After repairing broken edges 
and levelling where required, apply a suitable Autumn 
feed and reseed any bare patches.   Rambler roses 
which have now finished flowering, which they have 
done remarkably well this year, need all the old 
flowering shoots cutting out and new shoots which 
have grown, tying in.  Loganberries and cultivated 
blackberries need the same treatment.   
 

PS  
 
 

 

DINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING DATES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL IN 2021  

  

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL MEET ON 
THE FOLLOWING DATES, AND TIMES SPECIFIED IN THE VILLAGE HALL, DINTON. 

 

ANY COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE NOTIFIED SEPARATELY BY AGENDA NOTICES. 
AGENDAS WILL BE PLACED ON THE NOTICE BOARDS & WEBSITE  

 

Meetings are scheduled to start at 7.30pm unless otherwise notified differently on the agenda 
 

Keith Gray, JP - CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 

14th September   9th November 
12th October   14th December 

 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          18                               September 2021 
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Simply Walk in Stone, Haddenham & Dinton 
 

Come suited & booted for whatever the weather 
To Simply Walk for an hour or so in the countryside 
No restriction on numbers, but you’ll still need to LOOK 
For the venues below at www.bookwhen.com/simplywalk 
Where there are walk dates/details and how to BOOK 
A place on our walks throughout the year from: 
  
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road – STONE 
Wednesday: 8th and 22nd September 
  
Bradmoor Farm  car park, Stanbridge Road 
– HADDENHAM 
Wednesday: 15th September 
  
Seven Stars PH, New Road – DINTON 
Wednesday: 1st and 29th September 
  
We meet in the morning for 10.30 
It’s friendly, fun and free 
Refreshments have returned!... yes it’s reality 
We’re back at the Chapel for coffee or tea! 
  
Walking for Health with Simply Walk 
Visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk 
Or call Fiona Broadbent on 01494 475367. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Planning an event?   
 

With restrictions beginning to ease in the coming months, 
 if you’re planning a community event later this year that you’d like to include 

in the Parish & Community News, please get in touch and we’ll reserve  
space for you. 

 

Contact details on page 3 

http://www.bookwhen.com/simplywalk
http://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk
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News From Chapel Hill 
Stone Methodist Chapel 
 

Eythrope Road, Stone  HP17 8PH 
Minister: Revd. Keith Edwards 
Tel: 01296 423363 
ulysee798@gmail.com 
Village contact: Mrs. Sue Spinks 
Clowesbourne, Upton, HP17 8UA 
royandsue1@btinternet.com   
 

 

The Chapel with heart, at the heart of the village 
 

We are delighted that we can now say to all… 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

EACH SUNDAY @ 11 am 
Restrictions having been mitigated it is no longer 

necessary to ‘book’ a seat, though chairs are well spaced, 
sanitizer and masks are available, track & trace signing in operates 

 

Village friends continue to be prayed for week by week.    
During September and following an alphabetical list of village streets we will pray 
for the families of Hagar Street, Jefferies Road, Lee Crescent and Long Furlong 

Please leave any prayer requests in the letter box on the Chapel porch, 
anonymous if you prefer.  

 

 

 

COME ALONG AND CELEBRATE  
AT HARVEST THANKSGIVING 

SUNDAY 19th SEPTEMBER at 11 am 
 

Gifts of garden or storecupboard produce are very 
welcome and will be sold after the Service in 

support of WATERAID 
 

 
 
    
Watch out for this little chappie  

elsewhere in the magazine 
where you will find details of our fund raising  

BOOKFEST CAFÉ  
SATURDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 

  

mailto:ulysee798@gmail.com
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FOURTH TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP 

MEETS AGAIN! 

 
Come along at 2.30pm 

meeting in the Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road  
 

TUESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 
 

for an afternoon of fellowship, tea and chat 
 

not forgetting the BRING & BUY 
 

A time to  
 

MEET FRIENDS      and MAKE FRIENDS 

 
 
 

 
 

Parish Giving Scheme 
 

Our local churches are funded by local people.  Supporting the churches financially is 
important to enable the work of the church team and also to maintain the fabric of the 

church buildings. 
We encourage you to join the network of local regular financial supporters by joining the 

Parish Giving Scheme.  You can set up a monthly Direct Debit instruction for a 
donation to your nominated church (it can be done anonymously) and can be managed 

like any other Direct Debit - it can then be changed or cancelled at your discretion. 
 

The PGS scheme is administratively efficient for the church. The full donation is remitted 
promptly to the church and also, if you are tax payer, the church will be paid the gift aid 

tax on your donation. 
 

For more information and to support the local 
churches financially please visit the Parish Giving 

Scheme site  www.parishgiving.org.uk  
or speak to a churchwarden or member of the PCC.  

 

 
  

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
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Parish Church & Community News – September 2021 Report 
 
Now that restrictions have lifted Stone with Bishopstone & Hartwell Parish Council 
are pleased to be able to meet in person again.  We meet quarterly with our 
meeting dates for the remainder of the year as below; 
 

Monday 4th October in Bishopstone Village Hall, Bishopstone 
Monday 10th January in Jubilee Pavilion, Stone 
Monday 25th April at Jubilee Pavilion, Stone  
Monday 9th May at Jubilee Pavilion, Stone 
 

If you are interested to learn more about the parish or have a project you would like 
to see put into action we would be pleased to hear from you.  We ensure plenty of 
space at each meeting with hand sanitiser available to all. 
 
We currently have two Councillor vacancies and we would encourage any 
parishioners who have a couple of hours a week available to get involved.  No 
previous council experience is required.  Contact us on clerk@sbhpc.org or 
telephone 07557 519060. 
 
Bookings for the Jubilee Pavilion in Stone have increased since lockdown has 
eased and it is the perfect setting for a celebration event, surrounded by a lush 
green park, a lovely children’s play area and ample car park.  It is also used for 
fitness and art classes plus the ever-popular monthly Café in the Park which is held 
on the first Saturday of every month.  Check out the dates on our website 
www.sbhpc.org or get in touch if you are planning an event that you would like to 
consider hiring the Pavilion for. 
 
The Bernwode Bus foodbank collections have been a tremendous success and has 
made a massive difference to Aylesbury Vineyard Storehouse and its’ ability to 
serve the community and provide supplies where urgently needed.  The collections 
will recommence from Saturday 11th September and continue fortnightly.  Food 
drop-off points are located in the Parish at the following points; 
 

54 Bishopstone, Bishopstone 
Stone Methodist Church, Eythrope Road  
Stone Service Station, Oxford Road, Stone 

STONE WITH BISHOPSTONE AND 

HARTWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
Your Council, Your Services , Your Parish  

 

mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org
http://www.sbhpc.org/
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Bit of an Anorak 
 
The approach of Autumn makes us think of overcoats. You need a coat for light 
Autumn showers but not a heavy Winter coat. When I was 11 my mother bought 
me a Pakamac. If you do not know what that this, do yourself a favour and do not 
find out. They were made of plastic and the idea was you could roll them up into a 
small package and put it in your pocket. The only problem was who wants to wear 
a sheet of crinkly uncomfortable plastic? Mum always wanted to buy things that I 
would “grow into”. This item of clothing I will never grow into. I offered it to my dad 
but he declined on the basis he was not that big.  
 
Having given up on Pakamacs we moved into jerkins, anoraks and windcheaters. 
These are all names for usually light weight jackets that are as rain proof as blotting 
papers. In those days “anorak” did not have the derogatory significance it has now. 
Windcheater or windbreaker coats are American terms. You do not hear of them 
now. I cannot think why they did not catch on. They were modelled by United States 
President Richard Nixon who wore one on September 6, 1969. 
  
What did become popular was the parka. A parka or anorak is 
a type of coat with a hood, often lined with fur or false fur. The 
Caribou Inuit invented this kind of garment, originally made 
from caribou or seal skin, for hunting and kayaking in the frigid 
Arctic. Some Inuit anoraks require regular coating with fish oil 
to retain their water resistance. Strictly speaking, an anorak is 
a waterproof, hooded, pull-over jacket without a front opening, 
and sometimes drawstrings at the waist and cuffs, and a parka 
is a hip-length cold-weather coat, typically stuffed with down or 
very warm synthetic fibre, and with a fur-lined hood. Obviously 
coats designed for seal or caribou hunting were very practical 
for a boy growing up in 1960s Hertfordshire.  
 
Sometimes I saw people wearing Macs. This is short for Mackintosh named after 
its inventor, Charles Macintosh which in its original form was a waterproof raincoat, 
first sold in 1824, made out of rubberised fabric. The word gradually was transferred 
to any longer, lightweight coat.  
 
If you were posh, and who is not, you could buy a Burberry. The modern use of the 
term for a fabric rather than a garment dates to Thomas Burberry, founder of the 
Burberry fashion house in Basingstoke, Hampshire, England, who invented the 
fabric and revived the name in 1879, and patented it in 1888. Gabardine made its 
public appearance in 1879 when it was introduced by Burberry Clothing. Gabardine 
is tightly woven and water-repellent but more comfortable than rubberised fabrics. 
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Something simpler is a jerkin which is a man's short close-fitting jacket, made 
usually of light-coloured leather, and often without sleeves, worn over the doublet 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. I cannot say I often wore a doublet 
either.  
 

Lastly and not least who has a Barbour? They made a popular form of waxed jacket. 
The company was set up in 1894. Founded in South Shields, England, as an 
importer of oil cloth, J. Barbour and Sons Ltd has become well known for its waxed 
cotton jackets which are a common element of British country clothing.  
Whatever you wear have a good Autumn.  
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CALLING ALL BOOKWORMS!! 

 
 

 
It’s time to fill those empty shelves  

 

 
COME TO THE BOOKFEST CAFÉ DAY 

AT THE METHODIST CHAPEL 
 

SATURDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 

from 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 
Morning coffee, sandwich lunches, afternoon tea 

 
RAFFLE 

ALL PROCEEDS SHARED BETWEEN 
The Alzheimer’s Society and Macmillan Cancer Support 
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Answer to Mystery No 16 (from page 8) 
 

Memories of a POW camp at Hartwell 
From 1942-47, in the north part 
of the Calley Field by the Bugle 
Horn, owned by the Hartwell 
estate (and previously a 
greyhound racing track), POW 
Camp no 36 housed up to 500 
Italian, and later also German, 

prisoners of war.  The POWs were out working all day on farms, in the brickworks 
and in local factories but in their spare time they were always busy This typical 
willow basket, made in Bucks, is now in the County Museum. The Italian POWs at 
Sedrup made similar baskets and sold them to villagers for 5/- each. The prisoners 
also made slippers and were taken under guard to Aylesbury market to sell them. 
Member Sue Gill found the bradawl, above, made from a spoon handle, in her 
garden on the campsite. It was possibly used for shoemaking. 
 

When member Joan Shurvell was at school in Long Marston Italian POWs came to 
the school to teach the children basketwork. 
 

This painting of Upper Hartwell, now in the History Group 
collection, was painted by one of the POWs who worked 
at Calley Farm and was given to farmer’s wife Barbara 
Hickman by the artist. When Barbara married John in 
1946 there were still a number of POWs at the camp – 
some stayed on here after the war ended – hence the 
number of Italian groceries in Aylesbury in the late C20th! 

 

As soon as the POWs had finally departed, the buildings were occupied by villagers 
desperate for emergency accommodation until more council houses were built in 
Stone, then in the 1960s the site was cleared for the Bugle Horn Estate.  
 

Stone Local History Group 
 
 

 

Call for front cover photography! 
 

If you have any interesting colour photos taken within the Parish, including 
local scenes; wildlife or even shots of your garden and would like them to 
appear on the front cover of the Parish Church and Community News, 
please send them as hi-res jpegs to magazine@stonedintonhartwell.com 
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Pickup & Scott - A Specialist Local Firm 

Immigration 

We can help with nationality applications, immigration advice and asylum 
cases. 

Mental Health Law 

We have many years of experience in advising in all matters relating to 
Mental Health Law.  

Crime and Prison law 

We can assist with motoring offences, police investigations and court 
proceedings. We also advise on parole hearings.  

Wills, Probate and Power of Attorney 

Wills, Trust and Probate provide a means of preparing for what lies ahead.  

6 Bourbon St, Aylesbury HP20 2RR Telephone: 01296 397794 

Appointments: reception@pickupandscott.co.uk  

http://www.pickupandscott.co.uk/contact/
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September at Waterperry 
 
Visit our gardens to see our famous herbaceous border in all its late summer 
glory as it bursts back into life with a beautiful display of Michaelmas Daisies 
(Asters). You’ll find a range of quality asters on sale in the plant centre with 
experts on hand to give advice about these wonderful plants 
 
Waterperry Fairy Tale Trails: 9th Jul – 5th Sep    Curiouser and curiouser! 
Take a tumble into a magical adventure at Waterperry Gardens throughout the 
summer holidays. £3.00 per child includes a prize! (Children must be 
accompanied by an adult paying normal garden entrance fee of £8.95)  
 
Theatre - Richard II: 10th & 11th Sep, 7.30pm Fearless adaptation blends 
Shakespeare’s text with visceral movement and live electronic music.  
 

Gardens open in aid of the National Garden Scheme on Sun 19th Sep.  
 

For more information, please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

 

 
45+ Day Trips available this September! 

www.mottsholidays.com            
01296 336666  

 

 
Festive 2021 & Spring 2022 dates on sale now! 

www.crusader-holidays.co.uk                                               
01296 336666 / 01255 425453 
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VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES 

Proprietor: Dennis Cook 

 

BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED 

REASONABLE RATES 

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR EVENING, WEEKEND OR 

BANK HOLIDAY CALL-OUTS 

24 HOUR POLlTE, COURTEOUS SERVICE_ 

C.C.T.V. DRAIN SURVEYS 

 

9am-6pm 

Tel: 07850 635 844 

 

All other times 

01296 624221 

Full Public Liability Insurance 

 
DOMESTIC DRAIN SERVICE 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 
VENUE 

FOR YOUR GROUP/MEETING/ 
CHILDREN’S PARTY 

 

 
 
 

 
 

LOOK NO FURTHER! 

 

The Chapel Hall is available 
for hire at very reasonable 

rates 
Electric cooker/kettles/cutlery/ 

crockery all on site. 
Please contact Sue Spinks on 

01296 748369 
royandsue1@btinternet.com 
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WINDMILL SERVICES 

 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

AND 

General Building Work 
 

Telephone 01844 279519 
 

FREEPHONE 0800 7837194 
 

Email: windmill2@btinternet.com 
Website: www.windmill-services.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
News-Direct 

 
Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door 
every morning. 

 
All newspaper accounts 

can be settled by 
debit/credit card by calling 

01844 291341 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.windmill-services.co.uk/
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STONE VILLAGE HALL 
50 Oxford Road, Stone  
HP17 8PB 
 

This large, well-equipped hall 
with stage, kitchen and 
committee room in the centre of 
Stone is available for single or 
regular lettings 
 

Suitable for meetings, events,  
parties and receptions 
Disabled access 
 

For information and bookings telephone 
01296 748279 
 

    

 

 
 
 

PC and Laptop Repairs 

Telephone 01296 823009 
We are a local company with 30 years’ experience. 

We can service/repair your PC or Laptop without affecting your 
 Manufacturer’s Warranty.. 

 
  

Computer Running Slow? 

Computer will not start? 

Have you been scammed? 

Have you been called about a 
computer problem? 

Replacement or Upgrade advice? 

21 Years in 
Bishopstone! 

Our Annual 
Service helps to 

keep your 
Laptop healthy 

and you get free 
monitored 

Internet Security 
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T&B Private Hire 
01844 261116 

07831 882694 
trevorjbailey@googlemail.com 

 

Air-conditioned cars and MPVs 

available for all occasions.   

For details of rates and availability, 

please get in touch. 

 

  
 
 

 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating 
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly 

Bespoke shelving, cupboards and 
storage units built and fitted to 

your specification 
 

Tel: 01296 749044 
Mob: 07831 658909 

 
 
 
   

 

JUBILEE PAVILION 
W W W . J U B I L E E P A V I L I O N . C O . U K  

 

 
• Great venue for village activities, fund raising events, 

parties and groups. 

• Includes a well-equipped kitchen with cooker and fridge.  

• Changing rooms with hot showers for recreational hire.  

• Car park with easy access. 
For availability and booking enquiries contact Angela 

Email: clerk@sbhpc.org or visit 
https://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.jubileepavilion.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org


 
 

 

 
 

BREAKFAST ROLLS, ‘REAL’ COFFEE,  
HOME BAKED CAKES AND MUCH MORE 

 
(NO CHARGE FOR REFRESHMENTS, BUT DONATIONS ARE 

WELCOME) 
 

SATURDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 
JUBILEE PAVILION 

STONE RECREATION GROUND 
10.00am – 12.00pm 

 
RUN BY ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 

THE LOCAL CHURCH IN THE COMMUNITY, SERVING 
THE COMMUNITY 


