
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Lord will give strength unto His people” 
Psalm 29.11  
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WYCHERT VALE BENEFICE CONTACTS 
 

Benefice Rector 
(Designate) 

 

Revd Cassa Messervy 

Associate Rector 
Revd 

Canon  
Dr Phil 
Groves 

 

7, Badgers Rise 
Stone Aylesbury 
HP17 8RR 

 
Tel: 01296 748 390 
Email: drphilgroves@gmail.com 

 
Hon Treasurer 
Naomi Corbould 

 
6 Eythrope Yard 
Eythrope, Stone 
HP18 0HT 

 
Tel: 01296 747689 
treasurer@stonedintonhartwell.com 

Curate 
Revd Nigel Featherston 

Greenwood,  
New Road,  
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

Tel: 01296 747454         
Email: nfeatherston@btinternet.com 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  
please contact the Parish Administrator at the  

Benefice office St Mary’s Centre Station Road Haddenham Aylesbury HP17 8AJ 
or email office@wychertvale.org  or  office@haddenhamstmarys.org 

St John the Baptist, Stone 
Eryl Morgan 
Churchwarden 

101 Baker Street 
Waddesdon,  
HP18 0LQ 

 
07784 869430 
Eryl.Morgan@stonedintonhartwell.com 

Clive Corbould 
Churchwarden 

 
07752 541634 
corbouldclive@gmail.com 

St Peter and St Paul, Dinton 
 

Rosemary Jackson 
Churchwarden 

 

Innisfree, New Road, 
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

01296 748655    
jacksonrj@btinternet.com  

 

Neil Chudley 
Churchwarden 

  

01296 748277    
neilchudley138@btinternet.com 

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Sandford 
 

Marilynne Morgan 
Hon Treasurer  

  
4mam.morgan@gmail.com 

 

David Peck 
Churchwarden. 
 

20 Wykeham Gate, 
Haddenham, Aylesbury, 
Bucks. HP17 8DF 

 
01844 292110 
suepeck@waitrose.com 

Nick Morgan 
Churchwarden  
 

 01844 291217 
4nick.morgan@gmail.com  

 

Front Cover: Wychert Vale Snowdrops 

mailto:office@haddenhamstmarys.org
mailto:Eryl.Morgan@stonedintonhartwell.com
mailto:jacksonrj@btinternet.com
mailto:neilchudley138@btinternet.com
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Parish news 

   

 

NOTE: Events and services published in the magazine are correct at the time of 
print though may change in light of the Coronavirus advice.  

 

Editorial   
 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – 
think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen 
in me – put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
Philippians 4:7-9 
 

I am sort of making a mental list of things to do when this is all over as I expect 
many of us are doing. I am not sure if this is a good thing or not as it may be some 
time,  but it helps think of what we miss being able to do. We do not really appreciate 
things until we lose them. There has been a lot in the media about the importance 
of carrying on the semblance of normal life. There are so many restrictions now on 
what we can do, and where we can go.  I understand the need for those rules. 
 

The bible encourages us to think nice thoughts. Yes, I know that sounds a bit silly 
but we should.  We should value what we can still do and the modern world which 
enables us to keep in touch. Whatever is “admirable… excellent or praiseworthy…” 
does not have to be religious. It can be the simple things. going for a walk, reading 
a book, doing the garden. Let us hope things improve soon.  
 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Parish & Community News : News team 
Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170    david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538    carole.e.fryer@outlook.com 
Advertising: Sue Unwin 07760 177599    sunwin1958@hotmaill.com 
IT Producer: Heather Harris    07766 086280   hevsharris@aol.com 
Distributor:        Fiona Rysdale     01296 747466   therysdales@live.co.uk 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, 
Bishopstone, Hartwell and Aston Sandford. We welcome news, announcements by 
societies and clubs, and articles on local and other issues. We do not charge for charities 
or personal notices such as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments and welcome 
advertising by local businesses  

mailto:hevsharris@aol.com
mailto:therysdales@live.co.uk
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Parish Services and Calendar  
 

February 
2021 

 

St John  
the Baptist 

Stone 
 

St Peter & 
Paul 

Dinton 

Stone 
Methodist 

Chapel  

St Michael & 
All Angels 

Aston 
Sandford 

 
 
 

At the time of going to print all our local churches  

have taken the decision to close for services.   

This is not a legal requirement under the current 

Government restrictions however the leadership  

groups for our local churches have taken the decision  

to close for public worship until there is a significant  

change in the circumstances. 
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Stone’s Community Response 

to Coronavirus  
A group of volunteers have come together to assist those who are 
self-isolating in our local community. It seeks to match up local 
residents with local helpers to provide practical and emotional 
support. It is called the Stone, Buckinghamshire Community 
Support Group and can be found on Facebook.  

Such help may include: collecting prescriptions, food shopping, a 
friendly phone call, dog walking, visits to the doctor, a daily chat 
through your window, etc.  

Are You Self-Isolating?  
If you are and think you may need help either now, or in the weeks 
to come, please phone Naomi or Clive on 01296 747689 and leave 
a message with your phone number. We will then allocate a 
volunteer helper to contact you directly and discuss how they can 
assist you.  
 
Could You Volunteer to Help? 
If you are well, have some spare time and would like to support 
those who are self-isolating please contact Naomi or Clive on 
01296 747689 or via the Facebook Group. 
 
Thank you  

 

The Stone, Buckinghamshire Community Support Group is supported by Stone with 
Bishopstone and Hartwell Parish Council and St John the Baptist Church, Stone. 
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Shrove Tuesday 16 February  
Bells and Ashes; Now is the Healing Time Decreed 
 

The expression "Shrove Tuesday" comes from the word shrive, meaning to 
"absolve". It is the day before the season of fasting in Lent begins and was often 
marked with fairs, games and celebrations. The term Mardi Gras is French for "Fat 
Tuesday", referring to the practice of the last night of eating richer, fatty foods 
before the ritual fasting of the Lenten season, which begins on Ash Wednesday. 
On the continent and in America it is celebrated with a carnival which literally means 
“farewell to meet”. 
 

In the Middle Ages Shrove Tuesday was a time for fairs, football and games and 
sometimes unpleasant pastimes such as animal baiting.  
 

There was a game called Jack-O-Lent which consisted of throwing things, 
sometimes coins at an effigy or at a puppet. The effigy was made of straw or stuffed 
clothes, was abused and stoned on Ash Wednesday while being dragged about 
the parish. The figure was kept until Palm Sunday, when it was burnt.  

On Shrove Tuesday, some churches also burn the palms distributed during the 
previous year's Palm Sunday liturgies to make the ashes used during the services 
held on the very next day, Ash Wednesday. The ringing of a Pancake bell to signal 
when pancakes could be eaten. used to be commonplace and was rang at High 
Wycombe until recently.   

Shrove Tuesday was once known as a "half-holiday" in 
Britain. On Pancake Day, "pancake races" are held in villages 
and towns across the United Kingdom. The tradition is said 
to have originated in 1445 when a housewife 
from Olney, Buckinghamshire, was so busy making 
pancakes that she forgot the time until she heard the church 
bells ringing for the service. She raced out of the house to 
church while still carrying her frying pan and pancake, 
tossing it to prevent it from burning. 
 

At the pancake race at Olney contestants carry a frying pan and race over a 415-
yard course to the finishing line. The rules are strict: contestants must toss the 
pancake at the start and the finish, and wear a scarf and apron. 
The beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday starts a period of self-examination, 
penitence, self-denial, study, and preparation for Easter. 
 

Now is the healing time decreed 
for sins of heart and word and deed, 
when we in humble fear record 
the wrong that we have done the Lord. 

(Latin, before 12th century)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Absolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ash_Wednesday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ash_Wednesday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olney,_Buckinghamshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckinghamshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_bell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_bell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frying_pan
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A prayer for Lent 
 
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith.  
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, since early days Christians have observed with 
great devotion the time of our Lord’s passion and resurrection and prepared for 
this by a season of penitence and fasting. 
By carefully keeping these days, Christians take to heart the call to repentance 
and the assurance of forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in faith 
and in devotion to our Lord. 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy 
Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; 
and by reading and meditating on God’s holy word.  
 

 
 

Many thanks to Raymond and Stephan for decorating St John the Baptist church  
with Christmas lights.  This brightened up the tower which could be seen from a 

distance.  Many people have commented on how good it looked. 
 

 
 

 
For a selection of streamed services, prayers and reflections 

available online, visit the following websites: 
 

‘Church at Home’ 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/ 

 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-

19/livestream/parish-streams/  

 
https://www.wychertvale.org/youtube/  

 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online  

 

  

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/parish-streams/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/parish-streams/
https://www.wychertvale.org/youtube/
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
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Would you like to join the editorial committee? 
 
We’re looking for someone to join us voluntarily to help out with putting together 
the monthly magazine on alternate months.  We’re a small team who meet monthly 
(currently via Zoom) though usually locally and in between meetings we correspond 
via email.   
 
The person we’re seeking would need to have reasonable IT skills on a home 
computer or laptop and be especially familiar with Microsoft Word.   
 
If you’re interested or would like further details please contact the Editor,  
David Pickup on 01296 748170 or email david@pickupandscott.co.uk  
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Valentine’s Day 
 

Then the elders and all the people at the gate said, ‘We are witnesses. May the LORD make 
the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the 
family of Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem.  Through 
the offspring the LORD gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, 
whom Tamar bore to Judah. 
Ruth 4 11 -12 
 

Will you be my Valentine?  
The bible has various romantic stories. One of my favourites is 
Ruth. It is quite a short book and a good read. Saint Valentine’s 
Day was very popular in the middle of the mid Nineteenth 
Century. Post Offices had to get extra staff and appeal to the 
public to post early. It must have coincided with the start of the 
Penny Post. However by the end of the century it tailed off and 
there is no obvious reason. It became commercialised again in 
the Twentieth Century.  

 
It is not really clear who Valentine was. There are at least three different saints with the same 
name. One story is Valentine was a priest during the third Century in Rome, when 
Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers than those 
with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young men. Valentine, 
realising the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and continued to perform 
marriages for young lovers in secret.  
 
Before cards were popular would-be lovers gave gloves. No, not gardening gloves, sadly, 
but dainty ones. The diarist Samuel Pepys references this custom in an entry from February 
1660-1: 
 
“Then my wife to Sir W. Batten’s, and there sat a while; he having yesterday sent my wife 
half-a-dozen pairs of gloves, and a pair of silk stockings and garters, for her Valentine’s gift.”  
 
If a man sent gloves to a lady on Valentine’s Day, the suitor then had to wait patiently until 
Easter Sunday; only then if his gloves were worn by the lady in question did he know that 
she returned his affection. There is also a belief that if a woman finds a single glove on 
Valentine’s Day, then the missing one to the pair will be in the possession of her future true 
love.  
 
Another tradition is that birds pair up and start making their nests on 
Valentine’s Day. There are other beliefs associated with birds, 
 
If you see a bluebird you will marry a happy man 

If you see a goldfinch on Valentine's Day, you will marry a millionaire 

If you see a sparrow, you will marry a poor man 

On the day I wrote this I saw a fox. I do not know what that means! 
Answers on a postcard.   
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Letter from Aston Sandford 
Letter from Aston Sandford  
 
2020 was memorable year for Aston Sandford – and not just because it was closed for over 
nine months because of the pandemic.  This was the year which saw the fruition of our 
Redecoration and Repair Project, launched in 2013.  In September a number of internal and 
external repairs were carried out (mostly stonework repairs and repointing, including repair 
of the stonework above the main door which, though harmless, had looked threatening for 
years!).  In December the inside of the church was completely redecorated, for the first time 
since 1988. The latter of course involved a clear out of all the contents of the church – an 
army of volunteers removed the contents in a socially distanced exercise.   
 

As a result of all that activity I discovered church records which I had not realised that we 
had here, and one in particular revealed some fascinating things about the church: it is a 
well-worn day book, inscribed Parish Book, and is mostly, but not exclusively, what we would 
now think of a cash or an account book. It records expenditure from 1874 to 1976 in 
considerable detail - but it includes plenty of other records too, including a recital of what 
seems to have been a lengthy dispute in the late 1890s concerning the tithes the Rector was 
expected to pay.   
 

Of particular interest is that the opening pages of the book are devoted to a complete 
inventory of the church in 1878-9 after the church reopened in 1878 following its restoration.  
The following categories are listed –  

- Communion Plate  

- Alms Dishes 

- Linen and Covers 

- Books  

- Church furniture etc 

- The contents of the ‘Register Chest’.  

These lists are fascinating, not least for their completeness. In the first three categories items 
which had been purchased in connection with the restoration are indicated, though no cost 
is given, and some items have marginal notes to indicate when they were sold.  1878 items 
include a walnut wood Alms Dish (which until recently has held paper clips in the vestry but 
has now been polished up), and a ‘Fair Linen Cover for the Communion Table’.  The list of 
furniture includes items which we know were bought for the restoration, such as the pitch 
pine Communion Table, but I don’t think we knew that the mahogany table in the Vestry, 
which I have always thought to be rather fine, was made from the former Communion Table.  
Did we know that what we call the Bishop’s chair is properly described as a carved oak 
Glastonbury Chair? Or that the font is made of Caen stone with alabaster shaft? I certainly 
didn’t know that once there was a ‘suspending Louvre Blind for North Window’, nor was I 
aware that in those days the church had its own bier for coffins and ‘Webbing Bands for 
lowering Coffins’.  We are also told about the stoves which were purchased and that there 
was an iron box for coke and a brush for the stove. Oh and a church ladder.  
 

The inventory is followed by two Memoranda.  The first is a not always accurate summary of 
the restoration work, but it does note items which I have not seen recorded elsewhere -  

The Churchyard wall was rebuilt; new gates [were] added.  The Bell Turret was left 
in its original state from want of sufficient funds. 
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The second memorandum concerns the churchyard itself –  

The Fir Trees [sic](Spruce) in Churchyard along the NW Hedge were planted in 
1878 (Nov).  The two Elms on N of Church were put in Nov. 1879 (Dead 1881).  
The Shrubs at NE angle on Bank were planted in autumn 1877.  

There follows a short note on the history of the ‘Rectory House’ and then a list of fees and 
dues, which are fascinating –  

Rector’s fees from old register: 
- Churchings 6d 

- Marriage by Banns 2/6; License 5/- 

- Burials 1/- 

By custom of neighbourhood: 
- Headstone to Grave One Guinea 

- Flat Stone wholly covering Grave Three Guineas 

- Vault (Brick) Five Guineas 

- Brick Grave One Guinea. 

It is perhaps not surprising that our churchyard has few gravestones.  
A note follows which refers to the Authorised Table of Fees reproduced on subsequent 
pages which were approved in 1880 by the Archdeacon Purey-Cust (who gave one of the 
sermons in connection with the reopening of the church) and states that the signed copy was 
in the Vestry; the fees are much the same except for the addition of sixpence for the burial 
of a child, ten guineas for a vault for four abreast, and one guinea for the opening of a grave.  
The Sexton’s fees of between sixpence and ten shillings are also listed. At the end is an 
intriguing note recording that, some 18 months later, Archdeacon Randall, who succeeded 
the Ven Purey-Cust -   
 

having expressed his opinion that some of the charges were too high and some too 
low in the table of fees signed by Archdeacon Cust, a few alterations have been 
made…. Archdeacon Randall also says that the Archdeacon’s signature does not 
confer the force of law upon the Tables [of fees] but only gives them the weight of 
his approval.   
 

So that’s nice and clear then – but the note does go on to say, almost petulantly, that the fee 
tables in the Vestry and in the Parish Book are ‘nearly in agreement with the charges at 
Haddenham.’.  
 

In addition the details of various insurances are set out in full: the nave was insured for £400; 
the bells for £100; the chancel for £250; the fittings for £50; the rectory, stabling, cottage, 
outhouses for £1100.  The premium was £1 15 00.  I need hardly say that today’s figures are 
very different! 
 

This part of the Parish Book includes a short but interesting piece about the village at the 
time, which I may return to in a later article.  We have so little documentation relating to the 
village before the 20th Century that such details are valuable to us.  
 
Marilynne A Morgan 
Treasurer Aston Sandford Church  
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FEBRUARY 
 
This is the main month for feeding and mulching all kinds 
of fruiting trees and bushes.   Large trees are often 
forgotten, especially trees growing on lawns or at least 
growing in grass as it is not possible to feed in the normal 
way.   One way is to make holes all round the tree, about 
5 or 6 feet from the trunk, fill the holes with fertiliser, 
which over time should help the tree to become more 
fruitful. 
 
Towards the end of the month, a start could be made on 
pruning and feeding roses.     Last year’s weather played 
havoc with the plants as they continued growing till extremely late on.   Let us hope for more 
normal conditions this year. 
 
Winter flowering shrubs should be cut back after they have finished flowering. 
 
A few varieties of vegetables can be sown in February if one likes to make an early start.   
Broad beans which are very hardy, sown now may escape Black fly, although last year my 
Broad beans which had been planted in November suffered the worst infection I can ever 
remember.   Parsnips, stump rooted carrots, lettuce and early varieties of peas can be sown 
if the conditions are favourable.   Lovers of early, home grown new potatoes should stand 
seed potatoes upright in trays to allow new shoots to grow ready for planting next month.        
 

PS 
 
 
 

Left:  Cutting taken from an old 
church magazine. 
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Simply Walk in Stone, Haddenham & Dinton 
 

Due to the CORONAVIRUS: 

Simply Walk remains Suspended!!! 

For how long? ... Will have to wait and see 

But we’ll be back – our walks have not ended! 

Because they are friendly, fun and free 

  

Keep watching this space! ... We’ll let you know  
When Simply Walk is ready to re-start 

Visit or call us (for updates) on the details below 

When it’s safe for group walking to take part 

  
We’ll be back striding out together 

Just as soon as we can after Lockdown 3 

Till then, again this nasty storm we’ll weather 

At home with a nice cup of coffee or tea! 

 
 
Walking for Health with Simply Walk 
For details visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/simplywalk 
Or call Fiona Broadbent on 01494 475367 
 
Stay well & keep walking! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Foreign Coins or unwanted gold  
 

Keep sending in any foreign or old coins or 
unwanted gold jewellery. We can convert this 
into funding for the church. We’ve raised much 
needed funds recently from a few obsolete 
foreign banknotes and jewellery. 

 
You can send them to 12 Roundhill, Stone 

HP17 8RD 
Tel 01296 748170 or 

david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
 

  

http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/simplywalk
mailto:david@pickupandscott.co.uk
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Mystery Building (No 10 in the series)  -   anyone recall this building?   
(apologies for the grainy image)     Answer on page 21. 
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NEWS FROM CHAPEL HILL 
STONE METHODIST CHAPEL 
 
Eythrope Road, Stone  HP17 8PH 
Minister: Revd. Keith Edwards 
Tel: 01296 423363 
ulysee798@gmail.com 
Village contact: Mrs. Sue Spinks 
Clowesbourne, Upton, HP17 8UA 
royandsue1@btinternet.com   

 

The Chapel with heart, at the heart of the village 
 

Although our Churches are not by law closed, our leadership has taken the 
responsible decision to suspend public worship for the time being.   We do not 
want to inadvertently become super spreaders or to put anyone in the way of 

contagion. 
 

A weekly ‘Pew Sheet’ is delivered/posted to the congregation so village friends 
continue to be prayed for week by week.   During February and following an 

alphabetical list of village streets we will pray for the families of Poplars Close, 
Portway Road, Roundhill and Sedrup. 

 
Please leave any prayer requests in the letter box on the Chapel porch: 

anonymous if you prefer. 
 

* * * * * * 
 

Many of you will have heard of the Methodist Covenant Service;  some of you 
will have taken part in one. 

This is a Service, usually at the beginning of the year, when we are reminded of 
God’s promises of love and forgiveness and grace and the response this calls 
us to make.    Do we choose to trust God, to walk with Jesus and with the help 

of the Holy Spirit to live in the ways of the Kingdom?     
 

Methodist Ministers have prepared a Way of Life meditation to help us reflect on 
the commitment we are called to make and though we cannot in current 

circumstances celebrate the Covenant Service together,  
I share it with you.    

We promise:   As far as I am able, with God’s help: 
In worship: 

I will pray daily 
I will worship with others as often and regularly as possible 

I will listen for God in reading Scripture and 
look for Him in the world 

mailto:ulysee798@gmail.com
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In Listening and Learning 

I will care for myself and those around me 
I will learn more about the faith 

I will practice hospitality and generosity 
In Service 

I will help people in my community and beyond 
I will care for creation and all God’s gifts 

I will challenge injustice 
In Evangelism 

I will speak of the love of God 
I will live in a way which draws others to God 
I will sensitively share my faith with others. 

 
Does this sound daunting?   It does to me. 

But we must remember that first phrase: with God’s help 
 
 

 

 

FOODBANK COLLECTIONS 
 

 

Two ways to donate to 
foodbanks in Aylesbury 
and other local charities: 

 
 
 

• Tinned meat, fish and veg  Surplus vegetables can 

• Toiletries   be made into healthy 

• Long-life milk   ready-meals or used to 

• Cereals    feed animals in the care 

• Chocolate   of charities. 

• Tea, coffee 

Please place any donations in the yellow crates  

at Stone Methodist Church and Stone Service Station. 

Bernie the Bus will collect them on Thursdays 
 

Thank you 
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***Magazine Subscriptions*** 
 
 

  
A reminder that subscriptions are due. 
 
We hope that you enjoy the magazine and will wish to continue through 2021. 
 
The annual subscription covers 12 issues and costs £7.50 
 
There are three ways to pay: 
 

1. By cheque* handed to your distributor. 

 

2. By cheque* posted to the Editor at 12 Roundhill, Stone, HP17 8RD 

 

3. By bank transfer** to: 

Stone Dinton & Hartwell PCC 

Sort code: 20-03-18 

Account No: 60823872 

*  If paying by cheque please make this payable to ‘Stone Dinton & Hartwell PCC’ and 
write your name and address on the back of the cheque. 
 
**  If paying by bank transfer please include the reference ‘Magazine/name/address’ – 
for example “MagazineSmith12HighSt” so we are able to reconcile your payment. 
 
 
Please let David Pickup, Editor, know of anyone else who would like to 
subscribe to the magazine. 
 
Name ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
Email/telephone (optional) ……………………………………………………….. 
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Night Walks  
 

I recently started to watch the BBC series Charles Dickens’ Bleak House. I am not 
a fan of Dickens generally but I do like this account of a court case and its effect on 
people.  
 

Dickens was a fan of walking at night, something I do. There is a short book called 
Night Walks. The book is a series of literary sketches taken from a larger 
volume, The Uncommercial Traveller, published in1860. Dickens wrote 
descriptions and reminiscences as though by a ‘Traveller’ who journeyed about, 
observing and reporting on what he saw. The pieces come about, Dickens 
explained, because of ‘a temporary inability to sleep’ that found him walking the 
streets of London at night; ‘the pursuit brought [him] into sympathetic relations with 
people who have no other object every night in the year’, and this inspired him to 
write. 
 

His night wanderings took him to Covent Garden, where he saw, on market day: 
 

“Great wagons of cabbages, with growers’ men and boys lying asleep under them, 
and with sharp dogs from market-garden neighbourhoods looking after the whole, 
as good as a party.”  
 

They took him to a workhouse, the worst part being the ‘foul wards’, 
 

“A mere series of garrets or lofts, with every inconvenient and objectionable 
circumstances in their construction, and only accessible by steep and narrow 
staircases …” 
 

He visits a hovel, where he sees a, 
Horrible brown heap on the floor in the corner, which, but for previous experience 
in this dismal wise, I might not have suspected to be the bed.  
 
On this bed lay a woman, a ‘poor creature’ suffering from lead poisoning due to 
working in the lead factory – a common fate for women. In the ‘Star of the East’, 
the Traveller describes a hospital established by a young couple, both medically 
trained, where children are treated, assisted by ‘a common mongrel dog called 
Poodles’, which makes the rounds ‘like a house surgeon’.  
 
Walking around Stone is not quite the same but there is a lot of pleasure from being 
out at night. Even on the darkest night your eyes soon get adjusted to the dark. The 
moon some nights seems as bright as day and I have seen meteors. During 
lockdown there are fewer cars although the ones there are drive at terrifying 
speeds.  Otherwise you can hear foxes barking, pheasants crying, owls hooting 
and sometimes see deer feeding, and badgers and foxes.  
 

By David Pickup 
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Christmas Quiz 2020 – answers to the quiz featured in the December 
issue 
 
1. Anthony Trollope is the novelist is associated with the introduction of the 

post box. 
 

2. Job applications from weirdos and misfits were invited from people to 
work at 10 Downing Street 
 

3. The actor Robert Downey Jr was slated for his Welsh accent in the Dr 
Doolittle Film.  
 

4. Candy store became recycle more 
Between the sticks became Instagram pics 
Buckle my shoes became fake news in the context of bingo calls 
 

5. Kirk Douglas was the famous actor who died this year and is associated 
with the phrase “I am Spartacus”  
 

6. In February the Church of England advised against the practice of 
‘intinction’ – which is dipping the communion wafer in wine. 
 

7. In a world “where you can be anything, be kind” wrote actress Caroline 
Flack on Instagram in December 2019. 
 

8. We were supposed to wash our hands in March while singing the 
National Anthem or Happy Birthday twice. 
 

9. This year was a leap year. We call other years common years. 
 

10. Eyam is the village in the peak district is associated with self-isolation 
during a previous plague. 
 

11. Quarantine is forty days long, literally, the word derives from the Italian 
expression quaranta giorni.  
 

12. The "Marcha Real" "Royal March", the national anthem of Spain does not 
have any official lyrics.  
 

13. President Macron visited Britain on 18th July to commemorate De Gaulle’s 
broadcast to France in 1940. It was also the anniversary of the battle of 
Waterloo.  
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_anthem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
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14. The United States, China, and the United Arab Emirates have all 
launched space rockets to Mars this year. 
 

15. The Foreign Office cat, Palmerston, in his resignation letter in August on 
Twitter posted, “I have championed our work, built our relationships and 
celebrated the diversity of our staff… and will always be an ambassador 
for the UK and the new Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office” 
after a four year career in Downing Street which had included scraps with 
a neighbour. He was going to spend more time with a family in the 
country.  
 

16. Boxing Day is the day furthest away from Christmas Day (because you 
cannot travel backwards in time- think about it) 
 

17. According to the song mad dogs and Englishmen go out in the midday 
sun.  
 

18. The Battle of the Tennis Court was part of the war in Burma was 
remembered in August as part of VJ commemorations.  
 

19. The BBC banned singing the lyrics from Rule Britannia from the Last 
night of the Proms because it had a link in their mind with slavery and 
colonialism. The decision has been since reviewed.  
 

20. The Seventeenth Century linen draper and mint employee Thomas 
D’Oyley gave his name to dollies, the pieces of lace cloth or paper my 
mum put under bowls on the sideboard.  You do not see them any more.  
 

21. This year marked the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower. 
Their celebration of harvest gave rise to thanksgiving. 
 

22.  A Manx cat has four legs but no tail. 
 

23. There were two general elections in 1974 and the BBC felt that 
broadcasting a series about politics, even Victorian politics, might 
compromise impartiality.  
 

***Congratulations to Michelle Bale for getting the most 
number of correct answers!*** 
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ANSWER TO MYSTERY BUILDING No 10 (from page 14) 
 

The Water Tower on Eythrope Road 

                  
This brick tower was in a 
field just beyond the 
present cemetery 
entrance. Two modern 
bungalows replace it 
now. The houses 
opposite are on the left 
hand side of Eythrope 
Road, and in the front is 
probably   Holloway’s  the 
blacksmiths. This was for 
many years the storage tower for the Hospital water supply. When the Hospital was 
first built in 1853 the water supply was hopelessly inadequate, relying on two wells 
and rainwater  collected in tanks.  
 

In 1856 Willow Spring, with 7 
acres, further down Eythrope Rd 
near Cobbinshaw, was 
purchased (not without tight 
negotiations) from the Hartwell 
Estate for £1000 plus access 
fees and the water, (6000 gallons 
in 6 hours), pumped up by 
horsepower to be stored in the 
tower and piped to the Asylum 
site. By the 1870s the supply 
from the spring was reducing as 
more villagers dug wells, and the 

water was becoming contaminated, but it was not until 1903 that the Chiltern Hills 
Spring Water Co started to supplement the supply, and in 1931 eventually put St 
John’s on mains water supplies. The tanks were covered for safety. There are still 
the remains of flooring, including the circular walk for the horse, guided by a horse 
boy. In the 1890s the boy asked for a rise – he was granted an extra  shilling! 
The tower was demolished well after WWII. 
 
The photograph above shows Willow Spring in c 2000 – when in use the water was 
originally covered.. 
 
Stone Local History Group  
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Pickup & Scott - A Specialist Local Firm 

Immigration 

We can help with nationality applications, immigration advice and asylum 
cases. 

Mental Health Law 

We have many years of experience in advising in all matters relating to 
Mental Health Law.  

Crime and Prison law 

We can assist with motoring offences, police investigations and court 
proceedings. We also advise on parole hearings.  

Wills, Probate and Power of Attorney 

Wills, Trust and Probate provide a means of preparing for what lies ahead.  

6 Bourbon St, Aylesbury HP20 2RR Telephone: 01296 397794 

Appointments: reception@pickupandscott.co.uk
  

http://www.pickupandscott.co.uk/contact/


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          23                               February 2021 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          24                               February 2021 

 



__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          25                               February 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently the gardens are closed. 

 

The garden shop is open for on-line and telephone sales,  

collections and deliveries. 

 

Please see our website and social media posts for updates  

on when we will re-open. 

 

www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

 
 

  

 
Day Trips in the UK & Europe by Coach. 

 

2021 Day Trip programme to be announced soon… 
www.mottsholidays.com            

01296 336666  

 
2021 Holiday brochure out now! 

Request yours today:  www.crusader-holidays.co.uk            

01296 336666  
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VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES 

Proprietor: Dennis Cook 

 

BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED 

REASONABLE RATES 

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR EVENING, WEEKEND OR 

BANK HOLIDAY CALL-OUTS 

24 HOUR POLlTE, COURTEOUS SERVICE_ 

C.C.T.V. DRAIN SURVEYS 

 

9am-6pm 

Tel: 07850 635 844 

 

All other times 

01296 624221 

Full Public Liability Insurance 

 
DOMESTIC DRAIN SERVICE 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 
VENUE 

FOR YOUR GROUP/MEETING/ 
CHILDREN’S PARTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOK NO FURTHER! 
 

The Chapel Hall is available 
for hire at very reasonable 

rates 
Electric cooker/kettles/cutlery/ 

crockery all on site. 
Please contact Sue Spinks on 

01296 748369 
royandsue1@btinternet.com 
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WINDMILL SERVICES 

 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

AND 

General Building Work 
 

Telephone 01844 279519 
 

FREEPHONE 0800 7837194 
 

Email: windmill2@btinternet.com 
Website: www.windmill-services.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
News-Direct 

 
Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door 
every morning. 

 
All newspaper accounts 

can be settled by 
debit/credit cards using our 

Freephone No. 
0800 917 3076 

 

 
 

 

http://www.windmill-services.co.uk/
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STONE VILLAGE HALL 
50 Oxford Road, Stone  
HP17 8PB 
 

This large, well-equipped hall 
with stage, kitchen and 
committee room in the centre of 
Stone is available for single or 
regular lettings 
 

Suitable for meetings, events,  
parties and receptions 
Disabled access 
 

For information and bookings telephone 
01296 748279 
 

    
 

 
 
 
      PC and Laptop Repairs 

Telephone 01296 823009 
We are a local company with 30 years’ experience. 

We can service/repair your PC or Laptop without affecting your 
Manufacturer’s Warranty. 

Visiting us to drop off or collect computers, is by appointment only. 
 

  

Computer Running Slow? 

Computer will not start? 

Virus or popups? 

Strange messages or Toolbars? 

Email Hacked? 

Replacement or Upgrade advice? 

Still located in 
Bishopstone! 

We are still open 
during the 

Coronavirus 
pandemic. But 

extra quarantine 
processes are in 

place. 
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Parish and other websites 
 

Church https://stonedintonhartwell.com/ 

Stone with Bishopstone and Hartwell 
Parish Council 

http://www.sbhpc.org/ 

Jubilee Pavilion http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-

Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home 

Dinton with Ford and Upton Parish 
Council 

https://www.dinton.org/  

Dinton News https://www.dinton.info/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefice Website https://www.wychertvale.org/ 

Oxford Diocese (The Church of England 
serving the people of Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire) 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/ 

Church of England https://www.churchofengland.org/ 

 
 
 

A selection of local Facebook pages to follow for local news and events.   
 

   Parish and Community News 
   Search Facebook with   @stonedintonparishnews 
 

   Stone, Bishopstone and Hartwell Parish Council 
    Search Facebook with:   @sbhpc 
 

   Stone, Buckinghamshire – a local community page 
    Search Facebook with:  @StoneBuckinghamshire 
 

   Wychert Vale Benefice 
   Search Facebook with:  @WychertValeBenefice 

 

   Stone, Dinton & Hartwell – church news 
   Search Facebook with:  @stonedintonhartwell 
 

   Diocese of Oxford 
   Search Facebook with:  @dioceseofoxford  

https://stonedintonhartwell.com/
http://www.sbhpc.org/
http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home
http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home
https://www.dinton.org/
https://www.dinton.info/
https://www.wychertvale.org/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StoneDintonParishNews/
https://www.facebook.com/sbhpc
https://www.facebook.com/StoneBuckinghamshire/
https://www.facebook.com/WychertValeBenefice/
https://www.facebook.com/stonedintonhartwell/
https://www.facebook.com/dioceseofoxford/
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T&B Private Hire 
01844 261116 

07831 882694 
trevorjbailey@googlemail.com 

 

Air-conditioned cars and MPVs 

available for all occasions.   

For details of rates and availability, 

please get in touch. 

 

  
 
 

 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating 
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly 

Bespoke shelving, cupboards and 
storage units built and fitted to 

your specification 
 

Tel: 01296 749044 
Mob: 07831 658909 

 
 
 
   

 

JUBILEE PAVILION 
W W W . J U B I L E E P A V I L I O N . C O . U K  

 

 
• Great venue for village activities, fund raising events,  

parties and groups. 

• Includes a well-equipped kitchen with cooker and fridge.  

• Changing rooms with hot showers for recreational hire.  

• Car park with easy access. 
For availability and booking enquiries contact Angela 

Email: clerk@sbhpc.org or visit 
https://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pravilion-Home 

 

http://www.jubileepavilion.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org


 

 

 
 

Hartwell House & Spa 
Hartwell Gift Vouchers make an ideal present! 

 

Looking forward to safer times when we can move around more freely and 

visit places we love is at the forefront of all our minds. Why not share your 

affection for Hartwell House with your family and friends by giving them 

a gift voucher they can look forward to using, when we can all move around 

more freely again? 

 

Our Gift Vouchers can be redeemed against a variety of quality experiences 

and are valid for two years from the date of purchase. These include lunch 

or dinner in our award-winning restaurant, afternoon tea perhaps with a 

glass of champagne, relaxing spa treatments, Spa & Gym membership, or 

an overnight stay. When you find it hard to choose, a monetary gift voucher 

allows the recipient to choose and may be used at any of the three hotels. 
 

These are gifts of value that will always be appreciated and are easy to buy 

online from your mobile, tablet or computer, the voucher can also be sent 

by post or by email - your gift will get there on time - or it can be sent to 

you to give in person. 
 

Meanwhile we look forward to a better 2021 and to welcome you back to 

the beautiful Hartwell House. 
 

Please visit www.hartwell-house.com for more information. 
 

Lower Hartwell, Stone, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR 
 

http://hartwell-house.com/

