
 

  

Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, Hartwell & Bishopstone with 
Aston Sandford - Part of the Wychert Vale Benefice 

Christmas 2020 Issue   ~    £1.00 (£7.50 annual subscription) 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort 

2 Corinthians 1:3 
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WYCHERT VALE BENEFICE CONTACTS 
 

Benefice Rector 

 

Currently Vacant 

Associate Rector 
Revd 

Canon  
Dr Phil 
Groves 

 

7, Badgers Rise 
Stone Aylesbury 
HP17 8RR 

 
Tel: 01296 748 390 
Email: drphilgroves@gmail.com 

 
Hon Treasurer 
Naomi Corbould 

 
6 Eythrope Yard 
Eythrope, Stone 
HP18 0HT 

 
Tel: 01296 747689 
treasurer@stonedintonhartwell.com 

Curate 
Revd Nigel Featherston 

Greenwood,  
New Road,  
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

Tel: 01296 747454         
Email: nfeatherston@btinternet.com 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  
please contact the Parish Administrator at the  

Benefice office St Mary’s Centre Station Road Haddenham Aylesbury HP17 8AJ 
or email office@wychertvale.org  or  office@haddenhamstmarys.org 

St John the Baptist, Stone 
Eryl Morgan 
Churchwarden 

101 Baker Street 
Waddesdon,  
HP18 0LQ 

 
07784 869430 
Eryl.Morgan@stonedintonhartwell.com 

Clive Corbould 
Churchwarden 

 
07752 541634 
corbouldclive@gmail.com 

St Peter and St Paul, Dinton 
 

Rosemary Jackson 
Churchwarden 

 

Innisfree, New Road, 
Dinton, HP17 8UT 

 

01296 748655    
jacksonrj@btinternet.com  

 

Neil Chudley 
Churchwarden 

  

01296 748277    
neilchudley138@btinternet.com 

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Sandford 
 

Marilynne Morgan 
Hon Treasurer  

  
4mam.morgan@gmail.com 

 

David Peck 
Churchwarden. 
 

20 Wykeham Gate, 
Haddenham, Aylesbury, 
Bucks. HP17 8DF 

 
01844 292110 
suepeck@waitrose.com 

Nick Morgan 
Churchwarden  
 

 01844 291217 
4nick.morgan@gmail.com  

 

 
Front Cover: St Peter and St Paul, Dinton in the snow 

mailto:office@haddenhamstmarys.org
mailto:Eryl.Morgan@stonedintonhartwell.com
mailto:jacksonrj@btinternet.com
mailto:neilchudley138@btinternet.com
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Parish news 

   

 

NOTE: Events and services published in the magazine are correct at the time of 
print though may change in light of the Coronavirus advice.  

 

Editorial  -  Comfort and Joy 
 
I always liked Christmas annuals. No I do not mean flowers that come up once a 
year but the books annually produced by comics and magazines. They are probably 
quite collectable now. I was a bit disappointed with the 1970 Look and Learn annual 
which bore little resemblance to the magazine. Although one day I hope I will get 
over it.   
 

A famous annual was Beeton's Christmas Annual, printed 
yearly between 1860 and 1898, founded by Samuel Orchart 
Beeton who also produced the Boys’ Own Magazine. The 
November 1887 issue of the Christmas Annual contained 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s  A Study in Scarlet which introduced the 
characters Sherlock Holmes and Dr John Watson.  
 

I like these magazines as they are a celebration, a review of 
the year and something a bit more substantial than the usual. 
 

The theme this month is Comfort and Joy, taken from the 
Church of England 
 

‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort,’ 
2 Corinthians 1 3 
 

At the end of this trying year we need to take time to enjoy things and to be 
comforted as well as comfort others. A Happy Christmas to all our readers. 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, 
Bishopstone, Hartwell and Aston Sandford. We welcome news, announcements by 
societies and clubs, and articles on local and other issues. We do not charge for charities 
or personal notices such as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments and welcome 
advertising by local businesses  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Conan_Doyle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Study_in_Scarlet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherlock_Holmes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Watson_(Sherlock_Holmes)
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Parish Services and Calendar  
 

Church Services for December and Christmas 
 

At the time of going to press it has not been possible to arrange the church services 
for December. Although we are currently not allowed to hold services, we very much 
hope that the Government will ease restrictions from 2nd December. When we know 
what we are allowed to do we will make appropriate plans for the church. Creative 
ideas for Christmas celebrations are already under discussion. 
 

You can find updated information in the following places: 
 

❖ The Church website – www.stonedintonhartwell.com 
 

❖ The weekly church news sheet for St John the Baptist Stone. This is emailed 

out each Sunday morning to everyone who has signed up to 

pewsheet@stonedintonhartwell.com 
 

❖ This is for the news sheet only. Your details will not be used for anything else 

or passed on to anyone else. 
 

❖ Dinton info website  https://www.dinton.info 
 

❖ Stone Facebook  -  Stone, Buckinghamshire Community Support Group 
 

❖ Noticeboards outside each of the churches 
 

❖ Telephone each other! 
 

The Good News of God taking on human form and coming into this world  remains 
the same and stands for all time. Even if we cannot celebrate it in the usual way we 
can still rejoice!  
 

The porch at St John the Baptist is open every day for private prayer. The church 
itself is open on Sundays from 10.15 - 11.30am. 4th Sundays now open from 
9.00am.   
 

St Paul & St Peter, Dinton is no longer open on Wednesdays though should you 
wish to visit please contact Rosemary Jackson. (Page 2 for contact details.) 
 

The Chapel plan to hold Sunday services at 11am each Sunday though please 
telephone Sue on 01296 748369 to ensure a seat is available. 

  

http://www.stonedintonhartwell.com/
mailto:pewsheet@stonedintonhartwell.com
https://www.dinton.info/
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At Christmas Time 
 
At Christmas time, a lot of people’s thoughts turn to charity. They purchase cards 
from the Charity card shop at the Buckingham Street Methodist church. Maybe give 
a little something to a homeless individual. Maybe help out at a charity fair, or serve 
Christmas lunch to those less fortunate. 
 

We have a warm, comfortable home and an open approach to strangers, so we 
decided to act as a ‘host’ family to show foreign students what a traditional British 
Christmas would be like. These are students, usually post-graduates, studying at a 
British university, for whom ‘going home’ is impractical, financially impossible, or 
otherwise awkward. We were put in touch with Ed, a charming chap studying data 
science at university. He was 25, and originally from Syria. He was in this country 
with a ‘Chevening’ scholarship, funded by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  
 

We agreed to take another student. We do have cats, and our first invitee was 
uncomfortable with our furry friends, but we were contacted by a chap from China 
with the remarkable English name of ‘Happy’. We collected Ed and Happy from the 
rail station in Aylesbury on the afternoon of Christmas Eve. Ed said he would be 
easily recognisable as he had a black jacket.......as did all other travellers on his 
train! Happy had a scarlet jacket and was easy to pick out in a crowd. 
 

Both guests were very enthusiastic about helping out with preparations for 
Christmas lunch, and were set to work preparing Brussel sprouts (a novel vegetable 
to our visitors), parsnips and peeling potatoes. We had purchased and wrapped 
various small gifts for our visitors to make them feel included in the general present 
unwrapping chaos of the household, and the students had been ‘primed’ by the 
scholarship organisation and had brought a couple of token gifts for us as hosts. 
All very kind.  
 

On Boxing Day, we took the students to see the Kimblewick Hunt, meeting at a pub 
in Cholesbury. Back home for cold cuts and chips, followed by a certain amount of 
tidying up and more conversations to do with being British. December 27th was a 
normal working day, and our visitors departed to their respective destinations. We 
dropped them at the station, and said farewell to Ed and Happy, wishing them a 
speedy and safe journey home, and a Happy New Year. 
 

Alice Gillespy 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Parish & Community News : News team 
Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170    david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538    carole.e.fryer@outlook.com 
Advertising: Sue Unwin 07760 177599    sunwin1958@hotmaill.com 
IT Producer: Heather Harris    07766 086280   hevsharris@aol.com 
Distributor: Fiona Rysdale   01296 747466   therysdales@live.co.uk  

mailto:hevsharris@aol.com
mailto:therysdales@live.co.uk
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Stone’s Community Response 

to Coronavirus  
A group of volunteers have come together to assist those who are 
self-isolating in our local community. It seeks to match up local 
residents with local helpers to provide practical and emotional 
support. It is called the Stone, Buckinghamshire Community 
Support Group and can be found on Facebook.  

Such help may include: collecting prescriptions, food shopping, a 
friendly phone call, dog walking, visits to the doctor, a daily chat 
through your window, etc.  

Are You Self-Isolating?  
If you are and think you may need help either now, or in the weeks 
to come, please phone Naomi or Clive on 01296 747689 and leave 
a message with your phone number. We will then allocate a 
volunteer helper to contact you directly and discuss how they can 
assist you.  
 
Could You Volunteer to Help? 
If you are well, have some spare time and would like to support 
those who are self-isolating please contact Naomi or Clive on 
01296 747689 or via the Facebook Group. 
 
Thank you  

 

The Stone, Buckinghamshire Community Support Group is supported by Stone with 
Bishopstone and Hartwell Parish Council and St John the Baptist Church, Stone. 
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FOLLOWING THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF A 4-WEEK LOCKDOWN 

STARTING 5TH NOVEMBER WE 
HAVE DECIDED TO CANCEL THE 

DECEMBER CAFÉ.  . 
WE WILL REVIEW THE POSSIBILITY 

OF A JANUARY EVENT  
ONCE WE KNOW MORE 

 
 

                   RUN BY ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 
THE LOCAL CHURCH IN THE COMMUNITY,  

SERVING THE COMMUNITY 
(NO CHARGE FOR REFRESHMENTS BUT DONATIONS ARE WELCOME) 
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Letter from Aston Sandford 
 

A reminder of Christmas past at Aston Sandford 
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At this time of year I would usually be writing in anticipation of our services at 
Christmas, and inviting everyone to join in, not least to admire the Christmas 
decorations.  This year the church will as usual be floodlit, and there will be a 
Christmas Tree, but the church itself will remain undecorated by gorgeous 
Christmassy displays like the ones in this collage by David Peck from 10 years ago.  
Our lovely Christmas Eve service, always the start of Christmas for so many of us, 
will not take place this year.   
 
Instead we are hoping to have a shortened form of carol service at 11 00am on 
Sunday 20th December in place of our usual service on the third Sunday in the 
month – arranged on the same lines as the much appreciated shortened Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service we held in October. Details of the Christmas service will be 
circulated nearer the time, but pre booking will be essential.  
 
Notwithstanding all the uncertainty and anxiety, I wish you a Happy, Peaceful and 
safe Christmas.   
 
Marilynne A Morgan 
Treasurer, Aston Sandford 
 

 
 
 

 
For a selection of streamed services, prayers and reflections 

available online, visit the following websites: 
 

‘Church at Home’ 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/ 

 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-

19/livestream/parish-streams/  

 
https://www.wychertvale.org/youtube/  

 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online  

 
 

 
 
  

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/parish-streams/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/parish-streams/
https://www.wychertvale.org/youtube/
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online


__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          10                               December 2020 

 
.  

 

 
Comfort and Joy holds together the hope that Christmas will bring joy and 
celebration after a uniquely difficult year. This Christmas the Church will need, 
in the words of St Paul in Romans 12.15, to ‘Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
weep with those who weep’.  

The Church of England has partnered with a number of public figures to produce 
short reflections exploring the theme. Comfort and Joy: Nine Lessons and 
Carols for Christmas mirrors the structure of a traditional carol service, 
exploring both biblical texts and the words of much-loved Christmas carols. 

The reflections for each day from Christmas Day to 2 January feature 
contributions from Kate Bottley, Jonathan Bryan, Bob Chilcott, Martha 
Collison, Stephen Cottrell, Guli Francis-Dehqani, Chine McDonald, Sally 
Phillips and Justin Welby.  

The booklets are now available to order (individually, or in packs of 10 or 50) 
from Church House Publishing. https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/comfortandjoy 

Daily Hope is a free phone number (0800 804 8044) offering music, prayers and 
reflections as well as full worship services from the Church of England at the end 
of a telephone line. We are delighted that the Comfort and Joy reflections, 
services and some of the music will also be available throughout Advent and 
Christmas. This will enable as many people as possible to access the content 
we are developing. 

By kind permission of The Church of England 

  

https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/comfortandjoy
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A Christmas Reminiscence 
By Rev Nigel Featherston 
 
Thinking about the challenges of celebrating Christmas this year made me reflect 
upon a very happy memory of a Christmas 30 years ago when we lived in a little 
village in Suffolk not far from the sea. It was a very special Christmas that year, at 
the time we just had two little boys, one five years old and our then-youngest was 
just two and a half years old, so it was all very exciting for them. 
 
On Christmas Eve, we drove around 5 miles to Blythburgh to attend the Carols by 
candlelight service in the huge and beautiful old church there. All the family came 
as we had Joy’s parents and sister with her husband staying with us. We were 

made very welcome and it was a wonderful evening 
of familiar but still special carols and readings, all 
the while my attention kept getting drawn in two 
different directions.  Upwards to the spectacularly 
carved wooden angels looking down in the 
flickering candle light from the ancient beams 
overhead and then every now and again at the floor 
as our youngest was intent on escaping the pew to 
explore the church and in particular the presents 
temptingly placed under the large Christmas Tree! 

 
On Christmas Morning we all went across the lane to the 
old round towered and thatched village church for another 
lovely festive service with a very impressive choir who 
fortunately drowned out our boys attempts at tuneful 
singing. Before lunch with the windows downstairs misting 
up as the heat in the kitchen increased, along with all the 
delicious smells, Joy’s Dad temporarily disappeared and 
then by an amazing coincidence Father Christmas 
suddenly appeared waving through the misty windows and giving us lashings of ‘ho 
ho ho’ and ‘Merry Christmas!’ He knocked on the door, whilst being tooted and 
waved at by passing drivers and then came into the warmth to the astonished boys 
who couldn’t believe what they were seeing. He was of course very generous with 
his gifts and wishes and remembered to stop by Joy’s mum and gave her a very 
festive kiss on the cheek before leaving to more toots and waves outside. 
 
Shortly afterwards Joy’s Dad returned and remarked to the boys that he was very 
sorry to have missed Father Christmas! After lunch I remember the biggest 
challenge was building a garden slide inside the dining room which had a nice shiny 
wooden floor, just perfect for sliding along after coming down the slide. We finished 
a lovely day nursing our filled tummies on the sofa still not being able to resist 
another slice of Grandma’s home- made Christmas Cake, happy days!        
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Nativity story told by children, acted by children (similar to a Crib Service) 
(click or type in the youtube link below to view) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWq60oyrHVQ 

 

The Christmas Story 

The story of Christmas as told by 
the children of St Paul's Church, 
Auckland, New Zealand. Anyone is 
welcome to show this film publicly, 
but not change it in any way, 
publish/broadcast it, nor make 
money out of it. Except for Joe. You 
can connect with his music 
here: https://www.facebook.com/Ezr
aVine Check out our prequel: Good 
News of Great ... 
www.youtube.com 

  

 
Socially Distant Season’s Greetings! 
 

 
HMP 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWq60oyrHVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWq60oyrHVQ
https://www.facebook.com/EzraVine
https://www.facebook.com/EzraVine
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWq60oyrHVQ
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Would you like to join the editorial committee? 
 
We’re looking for someone to join us voluntarily to help out with putting together 
the monthly magazine on alternate months.  We’re a small team who meet monthly 
(currently via Zoom) though usually locally and in between meetings we correspond 
via email.   
 
The person we’re seeking would need to have reasonable IT skills on a home 
computer or laptop and be especially familiar with Microsoft Word.   
 
If you’re interested or would like further details please contact the Editor,  
David Pickup on 01296 748170 or email david@pickupandscott.co.uk  
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Christmas Day in the Workhouse- 

 

 

 

Postcard from around 1900 with text from poem first published in 1879, as shown 
in Peter Higginbotham (2012), The Workhouse Encyclopedia, The History Press, 
p. 87, ISBN 9780752477190 

 

We link Charles Dickens with descriptions of poverty in the Nineteenth Century but 
he is not the only writer who did this.  In the Workhouse: Christmas Day, better 
known as Christmas Day in the Workhouse, is a dramatic monologue written by 
another campaigning writer, journalist George Robert Sims which first appeared 
in1877. It is a criticism of the harsh conditions in English and Welsh workhouses. 
The poem tells of an old, destitute, trader named John who is the workhouse on 
Christmas Day.  He tells the guardians and master of the workhouse that the 
previous Christmas his wife, Nance, was starving. They could not afford food so, 
for the first time, he went to the workhouse but was told that food would not be 
given out – they would have to come in to eat. At that time, families might be 
separated inside such institutions but his wife refused to be parted from her 
husband of fifty years on Christmas Day. He went out again in search of food but 
she died before he returned. So not a cheery tale for the family!  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780752477190
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monologue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Robert_Sims
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Workhouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Board_of_guardians
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It is Christmas Day in the Workhouse, 
  And the cold bare walls are bright 
With garlands of green and holly, 
  And the place is a pleasant sight; 
For with clean-washed hands and 
faces, 
  In a long and hungry line 
The paupers sit at the tables, 
  For this is the hour they dine. 

And the guardians and their ladies, 
  Although the wind is east, 
Have come in their furs and wrappers, 
  To watch their charges feast; 
To smile and be condescending, 
  Put pudding on pauper plates, 
To be hosts at the workhouse banquet 
  They've paid for—with the rates. 

 
There was a workhouse in Aylesbury from about 1640 where children were taught 
trades and the poor worked initially on making rope, and at a later date, lace. The 
workhouse was at the corner of St. Mary’s Square and Pebble Lane, and a 
Parliamentary report of 1777 records that it accommodated up to 90 inmates.  They 
were described as paupers, lunatics, idiots, imbeciles, infirm, elderly, orphans, and 
unmarried mothers. 
 
By 1829 conditions in the workhouse were considered to be inadequate and a new 
workhouse was built on land adjoining Mill Close at a cost of approximately £3,000 
for the building and £500 for the land. The Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 stated 
that parishes had to group together to provide support and the Aylesbury Union 
was formed in July 1835.  The cost of providing for poor people was often 
controversial. In 1840 the auditors had criticised the cost of Christmas dinners at 
public expense.  
 
On 29th July 1842 it was reported that the Board of Guardians had reached an 
agreement to build a new workhouse. It was difficult finding suitable land to build it. 
On the 1st October and again on the 8th October 1842 the Bucks Gazette carried 
advertisements for anyone wishing to sell about 5–8 acres of land in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Aylesbury, suitable for the site of the new Union workhouse, to 
come forward.  No suitable land was found. On the 24th December 1842 that Dr 
Lee had offered 5 acres in Hartwell but there had been opposition and he had then 
offered 6 acres of land in Stone next to the Church. That idea was rejected but in 
September 1844 the new workhouse, on the Bierton Road, was opened.  
 
In the 1870s Christmas in the workhouse was a more cheerful event than the ballad 
suggested. In 1879 115 inmates sat down to roast beef and plum pudding a number 
that increased to more than 160 by the 1880s. The newspapers always reported 
that the workhouse had been lavishly decorated with patriotic, religious texts and 
Christmas decorations. The Christmas treats seemed to depend on charity of local 
gentry including Lady de Rothschild, rather the workhouse’s own funds. The 
inmates expressed their gratitude to their benefactors with banners and posters.   
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By 1925 the workhouse was officially known as Aylesbury Poor Law Institution and 
later as Tindal Hospital. The Board of Guardians was abolished on the 1st April 
1930 and their responsibilities transferred to Bucks County Council. Tindal House 
Hospital and Tindal General were united under the administration of the Aylesbury 
and District Hospital Management Committee on 5th July 1948. The hospital closed 
in 2014. 
 
The illustration captures the mood of the time, with rich benefactors, smugly looking 
at the poor, at a distance. Poverty was thought the result of stupidity or idleness. 
Ending up in the workhouse meant shame.   
Sources: 
https://www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Aylesbury-
Workhouses.pdf accessed 10/10/2020 
http://www.workhouses.org.uk/Aylesbury/ accessed 10/10/2020 
 
 

GARDENING NOTES – DECEMBER 
 

December is mainly a month for reflection, forward planning and hopefully looking 
forward to happier times, free from unpleasant viruses.   Fine weather is usually at 
a premium this time of the year so do take advantage of any decent days. Weeds 
have grown in abundance this year; I have had one of my best crops ever.  The 
same can be said for trees, shrubs and hedges.   It is not often that hedges need 
cutting twice. 
 

2020 has been a strange year for fruit in my garden.   I wonder if other gardeners 
have had similar results.  Apples, plums, cherries, loganberries all cropped well, in 
fact the loganberries were the best I’ve ever had, but strawberries hardly produced 
any fruit nor did the currant bushes and all my gooseberry bushes died. Another 
very unusual happening were the runner beans, never have I picked and eaten 
them in the last week in October.  This was so unusual that it prompted several 
letters to the Daily Telegraph. 
 

Weather has a very defining effect on all aspects of gardening, 
and this October was a record breaker for its weather.   I have 
been recording rainfall since 1984, not long in the scheme of 
things, but long enough to gather some interesting facts and 
figures.   This October I recorded 7.54 inches of rain. This is 
the first time I have recorded more than 6 inches in any month, 
in fact there have only been four occasions when there have 
been 6 inches or so.      
 

A Happy Christmas and good gardening in 2021.   
 
PS   

https://www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Aylesbury-Workhouses.pdf%20accessed%2010/10/2020
https://www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Aylesbury-Workhouses.pdf%20accessed%2010/10/2020
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Aunt Em and the Covid Christmas 
 
Christmas is a family time of course. When I told Max that we would not be able to 
see my family this Christmas he did not seem disappointed at all. He probably 
thought that would mean less work for me.  Kind man! Last year when they came 
round he found that he needed to do something in his shed and I did not see him 
all Boxing Day and then I could not find the bottle of cooking sherry for the trifle.  
 
Christmas will be different this year. Hospitality and generosity 
are still important and if we cannot entertain we can donate to 
food banks.  I offered to post some portions of my Festive 
Brussel Sprout Surprise to relatives but they said not to bother 
and the last time I did this I got a very shirty letter from the local 
post office.  My socially distanced nibbles I did for the village 
choir are still untouched.  
 
Christmas can be busy for cooks and I like to get things ready 
well in advance. Christmas day is the highlight for most so many 
families just have finger buffet for Christmas Eve. For Christmas Eve I sometimes 
have foods from places we have visited in the year. One year Max made some 
cheese pies and stuffed vine leaves to remind us of our holiday in Corfu and another 
some Italian mini pizzas to remind us of a romantic weekend in Venice. This year 
we will have a bag of crisps to remind us of a visit to A and E!  
 
Max says you do NOT HAVE TO DO TOO MUCH or buy expensive food if you do 
not want to. He is sometimes sensible.  You can liven up a meal by adding a few 
festive touches to a meal; such as adding pieces of fresh lemon while potatoes are 
roasting or cashew nuts to sprouts. I like to offer festive sauces such as bread 
sauce with cloves or parsley sauce. These will liven up any meal.  
 
Max was telling me about the following bible reading that sums up what Christmas 
really means. I am going to cut it out and stick it near my fridge to remind me.  You 
could call it the cook’s prayer. Have a lovely and healthy Christmas and keep in 
touch. Love Em….. 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice!   Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:4-8 
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Quiz 2020 
 

Usual competition rules apply. The best set of answers sent to 12 Roundhill, 
Stone, HP17 8RD or emailed to david@pickupandscott.co.uk by 6th January 2021 
may win a prize. 
 

1. Which novelist is associated with the introduction of the post box? 
 

2. Job applications from weirdos and misfits were invited from people to 
work at where?  
 

3. The actor Robert Downey Jr was slated for his accent in the Dr Doolittle 
Film. What accent was he trying to do?  
 

4. In what context did,  
Candy store became recycle more 
Between the sticks became Instagram pics 
Buckle my shoes became fake news? 
 

5. Which famous actor who died this year is associated with the phrase “I 
am Spartacus?”  
 

6. In February the Church of England advised against the practice of 
‘intinction’ – what is it? 
 

7. In a world “where you can be anything, be” – what, wrote actress Caroline 
Flack on Instagram in December 2019? 
 

8. What were we supposed to do in March while singing the National 
Anthem or Happy Birthday twice?  
 

9. This year was a leap year. What do we call other years? 
 

10. Which village in the peak district is associated with self-isolation during a 
previous plague? 
 

11. How long, literally is quarantine? 
 

mailto:david@pickupandscott.co.uk
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12. What is unusual about the "Marcha Real" "Royal March", the national 
anthem of Spain.  
 

13. Why did President Macron visit Britain on 18th July? What other Anglo-
French anniversary could he have remembered but for some reason it 
was not mentioned?  
 

14. How many countries launched space rockets to Mars this year?  

 
15. Who in their resignation letter in August on Twitter posted, “ I have 

championed our work, built our relationships and celebrated the diversity 
of our staff… and will always be an ambassador for the UK and the new 
Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office” after a four year career 
in Downing Street which had included scraps with a neighbour. He was 
going to spend more time with a family in the country.  
 

16. Which day is the furthest away from Christmas Day? 
 

17. What do mad dogs and Englishmen do according to the song?  
 

18. What was the Battle of the Tennis Court and why was it remembered in 
August? 
 

19. The BBC banned singing the lyrics from which song from the Last night of 
the Proms because it had a link in their mind with slavery and colonialism.  
 

20. What did Seventeenth Century linen draper and mint employee Thomas 
D’Oyley give his name to?  
 

21. This year marked the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower. 
What event did they start which led to a public holiday?  
 

22. How many legs does a Manx cat have?  
 

23. Why was the broadcast of the BBC television series The Pallisers series 
stopped twice during its run in 1974? 

       
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_anthem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_anthem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
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Simply Walk in Stone, Haddenham & Dinton 
 

Welcome Back! 
 
To Simply Walk for an hour or so in the countryside. 
Group numbers are restricted, so you will need to LOOK 
For the venues below at www.bookwhen.com/simplywalk 
Where there are walk dates/details and how to BOOK 
A place on our walks at:- 
 
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road – STONE 
Wednesday: 2nd, 16th and 30th December 
 
Bradmoor Farm (rear) car park, Stanbridge Road – 
HADDENHAM 
Wednesday: 9th December 
 
Seven Stars PH, New Road – DINTON 
Wednesday: 23rd December 
 
We meet in the morning for 10.30 
It’s friendly, fun and free 
We’re not quite back yet, to normality 
When it comes to the coffee or tea! 
 
Walking for Health with Simply Walk 
For details visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/simplywalk 
Or call Fiona Broadbent on 01494 475367 
 
Stay well & keep walking! 
 
 
 

 

Foreign Coins or unwanted gold  
 

Keep sending in any foreign or old coins or unwanted 
gold jewellery. We can convert this into funding for the 
church. We’ve raised much needed funds recently from a 
few obsolete foreign banknotes and jewellery. 

 
You can send them to 12 Roundhill, Stone HP17 8RD 

Tel 01296 748170 or david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
 

.         

http://www.bookwhen.com/simplywalk
http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/simplywalk
mailto:david@pickupandscott.co.uk
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Christmas Past in the Parish  
 
Here are some excerpts from newspaper reports about events at Christmas time 
long ago. They illustrate the social changes in the area from the time when 
Christmas gifts might mean the difference between survival and not surviving.  
1830 Rev Lockhart provided soup for poor people at Christmas in Hartwell. 1830 
was a time of economic crisis across Europe leading to revolution.   
 
1888 during a time of agricultural depression Colonel Goodall who lived at Dinton 
Hall distributed beef and coal to his tenants in Dinton and his wife handed out 
clothing. Again this generosity would be vital to support poor people in the local 
area.  
 
1898 every child in Stone Hartwell and 
Bishopstone who attended the day and 
Sunday schools was presented with 
toys, books, buns and oranges round a 
large Christmas tree courtesy of Lady 
Lee. Although poverty was an issue, 
Christmas gifts were becoming more 
like treats. 
 
In 1930, the newly formed Hartwell and 
Stone with Bishopstone United Choral 
Society performed a concert. It had a 
membership of 75 and 12 performers. Stone Christmas day services started at 6 
am then Holy Communion at 7 and 8 (choral). Service at Hartwell Church at 9.45. 
There was also morning service, children’s service at 2.15 and evensong at 6 pm. 
So there would be six services on Christmas Day!  These would all be led by the 
vicar and possibly a curate. Early services may have been for servants and working 
people although I would think servants would be busy getting things ready. 
Probably most people in the parish would go to church over Christmas.   
 

In 1945 there was a nativity play written by Lady Lee at 
church. Stone village hall hosted a Social Club concert for 
Welcome Home Fund. It has been set up in July and raised 
£200.00 by whist drives dances and socials including £15 
raised at Christmas. The concert included songs and the 
girl guides singing carols. Names mentioned include Mick 
Gurney, Mary Rogers, Virny Hicks and Lionel Ladyman. 
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Mystery House (No 8 in the series)  -   anyone recall these thatched 
cottages?   Answer on page 25 
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NEWS FROM CHAPEL HILL 
STONE METHODIST CHAPEL 
 
Eythrope Road, Stone  HP17 8PH 
Minister: Revd. Keith Edwards 
Tel: 01296 423363 
ulysee798@gmail.com 
Village contact: Mrs. Sue Spinks 
Clowesbourne, Upton, HP17 8UA 
royandsue1@btinternet.com   

 

The Chapel with heart, at the heart of the village 
 

Hopefully, Sunday Services will be able to resume in December, though 
sadly for the moment we are unable to offer an open welcome due to 

the restrictions of social distancing in our small space. 
Please ring 748369 to book a seat. 

 
However, please know that all village friends are in our prayers, week by week – 

during December and following an alphabetical list of village streets – we will pray 
for the families of Griffiths Acre, Haggar Street, Jefferies Road, and Lee Crescent. 

Please use the Prayer Letter Box on the Chapel porch for your personal prayer 
requests: anonymous if you prefer. 

 
* * * * * * 

 
Without a doubt and whatever restrictions or caveats are in 
place – or not – Christmas will be different this year.   Or will 
it?   Well the ‘festive’ [feast] aspect certainly will;  it looks to be 
unlikely that large family gatherings will take place, the office 
party a memory, coffee and mince pies after Services unlikely.   
Dare we hope that the true Christmas light, so often dimmed 
by other brighter secular lights, might this year come into its 
own?   That gentle light shining from the manger in a dim 
stable.  
 
Monarchs long ago kept the Twelve Days of Christmas;  King James, fresh from 
Scotland with its scalding Kirk, was alternately entertained in his vast Palace of 
Whitehall, by Bishop Lancelot Andrewes and William Shakespeare.   First the 
mighty Bishop on Christmas Eve, then the peerless writer at the end.   The Sermon 
kept to solemn rules with a vengeance, the often dissolute Court pulled itself 
together for that;  the play Twelfth Night, on Twelfth Night, kept it entranced.   Such 
festivities:  they were talked of for months afterwards.   

mailto:ulysee798@gmail.com
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Seated below the pulpit, James heard Bishop Andrewes approaching the stable on 
Christmas morning with his theology pat, his severe face all set for the great 
occasion, notes crackling in his hand.  But sometimes, in his Christmas sermon, 
Andrewes’ learnedness would forsake him and like every good preacher, he knew 
when to abandon the script.   So – a newborn baby: the Saviour of mankind : the 
preaching went out of the Bishop’s voice.   King and Court were silent: not a sound 
in the freezing Chapel.   But Andrewes was not there : he was in Bethlehem. 
 
“An infant – the infant Word – the Word without a word – 
the Eternal Word not able to speak a word: a wonder 
sure….” 
 
May that wonder and joy be with us all this Christmas 
time 
 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM ALL AT THE CHAPEL 
************************************ 

 

Stir-up Sunday  
 

Stir-up Sunday was the last Sunday before the season of Advent. It gets its name from the 
beginning of the collect for the day in the Book of Common Prayer, which begins with the 
words, "Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people". It became 
associated with the custom of making the Christmas puddings on that day. Traditionally, 
families gather together in the kitchen of their homes to mix a Christmas pudding on Stir-up 
Sunday. 
 

Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, plenteously 
bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

There was also a tradition of adding silver 
threepence coins in the pudding mixture. This 
curious custom started in the Middle Ages and it 
was thought to be lucky if anyone found them. 
However if you broke a tooth you may not feel 
fortunate. Perhaps it was a cunning plan by parents 
to encourage children to eat slowly. 
 

On 25th December 1925 the Western Gazette 
reported that the Royal Mint normally issued more 
coins at Christmas.  In past years silver 
threepences had been popular but that had 
declined because they turn a “bilious” colour when cooked! Before 1920 coins contained 
92.5% silver. Perhaps the colour change related to the reduced bullion content.  Brass twelve 
sided threepence coins were introduced in 1937, and on 13th October 1937 the Evening 
Times of Dundee reported a Royal Mint official warning not to put any of new twelve sided 
threepences in Christmas puddings because of the possibility of poisoning or unusually 
“flavoured puddings”.  I wonder what threepence flavour is like?   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collect
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Common_Prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_pudding
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Mystery House no 8 answer (from page 22:  
 

 

   
 
Few people will remember these remote cottages, marked in the top right hand 
corner of this 1881 map. They looked across the fields called Hartwell Grounds and 
Chilton Meadows on the estate map of c1850 – also marked as Hartwell Green on 
other maps. They were typical of the style of Hartwell Estate  cottages built in the 
late C18/early C19, usually two adjoining dwellings, built from local red bricks and 
neatly thatched with pretty “eyebrows over the upper windows. Bricks came from a 
field just up the lane or later from Locke’s brickyards on the Aylesbury Road. Those 
of us who live in Locke’s brick houses still suffer from damp! 
 

The cottages were approached aross the field from the bottom of Lower Hartwell 
Lane, passing through the avenue leading to Heydon Mill, and a stream ran in front 
of them, fed from the spring which emerged halfway down Water Lane (at the 
Egyptian Spring), provided water for all Lower Hartwell and drained into the Thame. 
The ladies on this picture postcard (1905) are standing on the little wooden access 
bridge.  
 

The cottages would have had no water except possibly a well or the stream, or 
heating and lighting - open fires and candles or lamps and outside sanitation,  but 
like similar dwellings, outbuildings for pigs and space for chickens as well as the  
large vegetable plots. Shrubs,  flowers and vegetables grew in the gardens. 
 

In 1939 the Identity List for Stone and Hartwell lists in the 1st cottage Ellen and 

Esther Clarke and Dorothy and ? Merrells and in  the 2nd Mary Burden, and William 

and Kate Pipkin - buried together in Hartwell Churchyard -  William died 1941, Kate 
in  1958 at 85. 
 

After the second War the cottages eventually crumbled but even in the seventies  
you could see lilac and laburnum in the hedges. Sue and Gordon Gill walked across 
the field recently – the shrubs still flourish there. 
 

Stone Local History Group 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish News                                          28                               December 2020 

Pickup & Scott - A Specialist Local Firm 

Immigration 

We can help with nationality applications, immigration advice and asylum 
cases. 

Mental Health Law 

We have many years of experience in advising in all matters relating to 
Mental Health Law.  

Crime and Prison law 

We can assist with motoring offences, police investigations and court 
proceedings. We also advise on parole hearings.  

Wills, Probate and Power of Attorney 

Wills, Trust and Probate provide a means of preparing for what lies ahead.  

6 Bourbon St, Aylesbury HP20 2RR Telephone: 01296 397794 

Appointments: reception@pickupandscott.co.uk

http://www.pickupandscott.co.uk/contact/
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Christmas at Waterperry 
 
Get into the festive spirit at Waterperry Gardens with great 
gift ideas for all the family this Christmas, from handmade 
ceramics and jewellery to Christmas decorations and linens, there is something for everyone. If you’re 
looking for something different our Waterperry Vouchers make an ideal present.  
 
Enjoy some pre-Christmas fun with the Snowman Trail* in the gardens from the 3rd Dec through to 
the 23rd Dec, family fun and Christmas excitement!  
 
The spectacular British grown Christmas trees will be on sale from the beginning of December (or 
bring your wellies and choose your own Waterperry Grown Christmas Tree!), along with fantastic 
Waterperry hand-finished Christmas wreaths.  
 
Pre-Order your hand-made Christmas Goodies! Let the Teashop at Waterperry take the strain out 
of cooking and pre-order festive treats like Christmas Cake, Mince Pies and more, email 
teashop@waterperrygardens.co.uk or call 01844 338087 for more information.  
 
Waterperry Gardens will be closed from 25th Dec till 1st Jan 2021 inclusive 
*Please keep an eye on our website for any changes to our planned events 
 

www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

 

  

 

Day Trips in the UK & Europe by Coach 

Festive Day Trips now on sale! 
With COVID Safe Operation Procedures in place 

 

Web: www.mottsholidays.com 
 

Tel: 01296 336666 
 

http://www.waterperrygardens.co.uk/
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VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES 

Proprietor: Dennis Cook 

 

BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED 

REASONABLE RATES 

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR EVENING, WEEKEND OR 

BANK HOLIDAY CALL-OUTS 

24 HOUR POLlTE, COURTEOUS SERVICE_ 

C.C.T.V. DRAIN SURVEYS 

 

9am-6pm 

Tel: 07850 635 844 

 

All other times 

01296 624221 

Full Public Liability Insurance 

 
DOMESTIC DRAIN SERVICE 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 
VENUE 

FOR YOUR GROUP/MEETING/ 
CHILDREN’S PARTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOK NO FURTHER! 
 

The Chapel Hall is available 
for hire at very reasonable 

rates 
Electric cooker/kettles/cutlery/ 

crockery all on site. 
Please contact Sue Spinks on 

01296 748369 
royandsue1@btinternet.com 
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WINDMILL SERVICES 

 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

AND 

General Building Work 
 

Telephone 01844 279519 
 

FREEPHONE 0800 7837194 
 

Email: windmill2@btinternet.com 
Website: www.windmill-services.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
News-Direct 

 
Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door 
every morning. 

 
All newspaper accounts 

can be settled by 
debit/credit cards using our 

Freephone No. 
0800 917 3076 

 

 
 

 

http://www.windmill-services.co.uk/
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STONE VILLAGE HALL 
50 Oxford Road, Stone  
HP17 8PB 
 

This large, well-equipped hall 
with stage, kitchen and 
committee room in the centre of 
Stone is available for single or 
regular lettings 
 

Suitable for meetings, events,  
parties and receptions 
Disabled access 
 

For information and bookings telephone 
01296 748279 
 

    
 

 
 
 
      PC and Laptop Repairs 

Telephone 01296 823009 
We are a local company with 30 years’ experience. 

We can service/repair your PC or Laptop without affecting your 
Manufacturer’s Warranty. 

Visiting us to drop off or collect computers, is by appointment only. 
 

  

Computer Running Slow? 

Computer will not start? 

Virus or popups? 

Strange messages or Toolbars? 

Email Hacked? 

Replacement or Upgrade advice? 

Still located in 
Bishopstone! 

We are still open 
during the 

Coronavirus 
pandemic. But 

extra quarantine 
processes are in 

place. 
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Parish and other websites 
 

Church https://stonedintonhartwell.com/ 

Stone with Bishopstone and Hartwell 
Parish Council 

http://www.sbhpc.org/ 

Jubilee Pavilion http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-

Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home 

Dinton with Ford and Upton Parish 
Council 

https://www.dinton.org/  

Dinton News https://www.dinton.info/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefice Website https://www.wychertvale.org/ 

Oxford Diocese (The Church of England 
serving the people of Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire) 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/ 

Church of England https://www.churchofengland.org/ 

 
 
 

A selection of local Facebook pages to follow for local news and events.   
 

   Parish and Community News 
   Search Facebook with   @stonedintonparishnews 
 

   Stone, Bishopstone and Hartwell Parish Council 
    Search Facebook with:   @sbhpc 
 

   Stone, Buckinghamshire – a local community page 
    Search Facebook with:  @StoneBuckinghamshire 
 

   Wychert Vale Benefice 
   Search Facebook with:  @WychertValeBenefice 

 

   Stone, Dinton & Hartwell – church news 
   Search Facebook with:  @stonedintonhartwell 
 

   Diocese of Oxford 
   Search Facebook with:  @dioceseofoxford  

https://stonedintonhartwell.com/
http://www.sbhpc.org/
http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home
http://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pavilion-Home
https://www.dinton.org/
https://www.dinton.info/
https://www.wychertvale.org/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StoneDintonParishNews/
https://www.facebook.com/sbhpc
https://www.facebook.com/StoneBuckinghamshire/
https://www.facebook.com/WychertValeBenefice/
https://www.facebook.com/stonedintonhartwell/
https://www.facebook.com/dioceseofoxford/
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T & B 
Private Hire 

 
 

01844 261116 
Mob: 07831882694 

Email: 
trevorjbailey@googlemail.com 

 
 

Air Conditioned Cars/MPVs 
for Airport Transfers 

Special Events, Theatres 
Touring, Sight Seeing, 

Weddings 
or any other special occasion 

 

 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating 
Flat Pack Furniture Assembly 

Bespoke shelving, cupboards and 
storage units built and fitted to 

your specification 
 

Tel: 01296 749044 
Mob: 07831 658909 

 
 
 
   

 

JUBILEE PAVILION 
W W W . J U B I L E E P A V I L I O N . C O . U K  

 

 
• Great venue for village activities, fund raising events,  

parties and groups. 

• Includes a well-equipped kitchen with cooker and fridge.  

• Changing rooms with hot showers for recreational hire. 

• Car park with easy access. 
For availability and booking enquiries contact Angela 

Email: clerk@sbhpc.org or visit 
https://www.sbhpc.org/Jubilee-Pavilion/Jubilee-Pravilion-Home 

 

http://www.jubileepavilion.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@sbhpc.org


 

 

 
 

Afternoon Tea at Hartwell House 
 

We know how much you enjoy our afternoon teas, and throughout the 

month of December, we will treat you to a complimentary glass of 

bubbly with each Traditional Afternoon Tea, valid Monday to Thursday. 
 

Afternoon tea is served every week day from 1.00pm to 4.00pm and on 

Saturday and Sunday from 2.45pm to 4.00pm. 
Booking is essential at a specific time in order to allow for your 

safe arrival and social distancing, so book in advance to avoid 

disappointment. 
 

Please visit our website to read the safety measures we have put in place 

to ensure your safety and wellbeing during your visit to Hartwell House. 
We look forward to seeing you and a warm welcome awaits! 

 

Telephone 01296 747444 for more information and to book Terms 

& Conditions: Please quote HHParishNews20 when making your 

booking, only available to new reservations and not existing bookings, 

and not in conjunction with any other offer or discount.  

Subject to availability. 
 

Visit hartwell-house.com for more information 
Lower Hartwell, Stone, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR 

 

http://hartwell-house.com/

