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WYCHERT VALE BENEFICE CONTACTS 

 
Benefice Rector 

 
Revd Cassa Messervy 

Associate Rector 
Revd 

Canon  
Dr Phil 
Groves 

 
7, Badgers Rise 
Stone 
Aylesbury 
HP17 8RR 

 
Tel: 01296 748 390 
Email: drphilgroves@gmail.com 

Associate Minister 
Revd Nigel 
Featherston 

Greenwood,  
New Road,  
Dinton, HP17 
8UT 

Tel: 01296 747454         
Email: nfeatherston@btinternet.com 

Curate 
Revd Clare Joyce 

 Tel: 07507706668 
Email: revclarejoyce@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
 

Email: treasurer@stonedintonhartwell.com 

St John the Baptist, Stone 

Richard Smith 
Trainee Licensed Lay 
Minister 
 
Raymond Medhurst 
Churchwarden 
Sue Birrell 
Churchwarden 

 
richard.smith@stonedintonhartwell.com 
 
 
 
raymond.medhurst@stonedintonhartwell.com 
 
s.birrell@stonedintonhartwell.com 

St Peter and St Paul, Dinton 

Rosemary Jackson 
Churchwarden 

Innisfree, New 
Road, Dinton, 
HP17 8UT 

01296 748655  | 07751 393377 
jacksonrj@btinternet.com  

St Michael & All Angels, Aston Sandford 

Marilynne Morgan 
Hon Treasurer 

 4mam.morgan@gmail.com 

Nick Morgan 
Churchwarden  

 01844 291217  
4nick.morgan@gmail.com  

Laura Macpherson 
Churchwarden 

 lauramacpherson52@gmail.com 

 

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, please contact the Parish Administrator at 
the Benefice Office, St Maryôs Centre, Station Road, Haddenham, Aylesbury HP17 
8AJ or email: office@wychertvale.org or office@haddenhamstmarys.org 
 

Front Cover image: Harvest field by H Pickup  
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Editorial  -  ñThe Church Never Looked More Lovelyò 
 
In 1876 harvest festival was celebrated at Dinton Church. There were three services 11 am 
3 pm and a special service at 6 pm. All were well attended. The church was beautifully 
decorated ñas usualò. Had a number of clergy taking service, reading lesson and preaching. 
The music for the service was composed by the vicarôs brother, a clergyman from 
Manchester. 
 
140 people sat down to harvest tea on Thursday 26th September 1895 then was a church 
service. Led by vicar of Dinton, the rector of Halton read lessons and the sermon preached 
by Vicar of Hughenden. £4 15 shillings and 6d raised for Bucks Infirmary. The church was 
brilliantly lit and decorated as it always is. 
 
The Rev. Charles Henry Burton was the vicar of Dinton from 1869 to 1879 and the 1871 
Census records that he lived in the Vicarage with his wife, Lydia and their four children, 
Emiline, Ernest, Hilda and Basil. They had a cook, a parlour maid, a housemaid and an under 
housemaid. He had moved to Buckinghamshire from Liverpool where he had a parish for 
over twenty years. There are stained glass windows in the church dedicated to Emiline who 
died in 1871 and his wife who died in 1877. 
 
I wonder if they sang ñCome, Ye Thankful People, Come" written in 1844 while he was rector 
of Aston Sandford.  In 1861 there had been a number of unofficial revisions of the hymn, 
including one in Hymns Ancient and Modern, which led to Alford publishing a footnote in 
Poetical Works stating his disapproval of these revisions that had been made without his 
agreement. 
 
The first verse is written as a celebration of the harvest, calling for people to give thanks to 
God for it.  
 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest home! 
All is safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin;      
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied;      
Come to God's own temple, come; 
Raise the song of harvest home! 

 
 

Parish & Community News : News team 
Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170    david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01844 885168    carole.e.fryer@outlook.com 
Advertising: Sue Unwin 07760 177599    sunwin1958@hotmail.com 
IT Producer: Heather Harris    07766 086280   hevsharris@aol.com 
Distributor:    Fiona Rysdale   01296 747663   therysdales@live.co.uk Readership:  
Readership: Ruth Jeffery  07792 734116     ruth@computing4u.net 
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Parish Services and Calendar 
 

 
October 
2023 
 

 
St John 

the Baptist 
Stone 

 

 
St Peter & St 

Paul 
Dinton 

 
Stone Methodist 

Chapel  

 
St Michael & All 

Angels 
Aston Sandford 

 

 
Sunday 
1 October 
Trinity 17 
 

 
9.00am** 

Mattins (BCP) 
10.30am 
Harvest 

Thanksgiving with 
Choir 

 

 
9.00am 

Holy Communion 

 
11.00am 
Worship 

 

 
Sunday  
8 October 
Trinity 18 

 
10.30am 
Family 

Communion 
 

4.00pm Deanery 
Confirmation 

Service 
 

6.00pm ** 
 Harvest 

Evensong 

 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 

 

 
Sunday 
15 October  
Trinity 19 

 
9.00am Mattins 

(BCP) 
10.30am 

Family Worship 

  
11.00am 
Worship 

 
11.00am 

Harvest Festival 
Service with  

Holy Communion 

 
Sunday 
22 October 
Trinity 20 

 
10.30am 
Family 

Communion 
 

  
11.00am 
Worship 

 

 
Sunday 
29 October 
Trinity 21 
 

 
11.00am 

United Service - Joint Worship with Anglicans and Methodists 
at the Stone Methodist Chapel 

 

 
 

 
6.00pm Loving 
Remembrance 

Service 

   

 
5 November 
4th before 
Advent 

 
9.00am** 

 Mattins (BCP) 
10.30am 

Family Worship 
 

 
9.00am 

Holy Communion 

 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 

 

 

**  Indicates changes in services/times until further notice. Please see church noticeboards /websites 
for uptodate details. 
. 
Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, Upton, Bishopstone, Hartwell 
and Aston Sandford. We welcome news, announcements by societies and clubs, and articles on local and other 
issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments and 
welcome advertising by local businesses.  
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Obituary 
 
It is with great sadness we share the news that 
our Parish Clerk Gregory Coulthard passed 
away very suddenly and unexpectedly on the 4th 
August.  
 
Gregory first and foremost was a family man and 
loved nothing more than spending time with 
Angela his wife, his children and his grandson. 
 
Gregory and Angela also job shared the role as 
clerks working together to improve the life and 
community in our village. 
 
Gregory left school and went into the finance and banking industry working for 
Natwest for many years. He was also a keen sports fan and an avid supporter of 
Sunderland . He was also a very keen bingo player and could be found at St Johns 
Sports and Social club at their fortnightly bingo evenings. 
 
Gregory and Angela moved into Stone in 2015 and soon became part of the village. 
They both worked on the Parish Council and made a real difference to our village. 
Gregory also was part of the village fete committee and his professionalism and 
banking skills made him the ideal treasurer but he bought much more to the team 
than that and he will be sorely missed by all who came into contact with him. 
 
I have my own personal memories of Gregory when we were endeavouring to put 
together the octagonal picnic benches in the village. We were like the chuckle 
brothers and what seemed a simple task became a battle of minds between us and 
very limited assembly instructions but we got there eventually. 
 
Gregory will be sorely missed by family, friends, Fete team, Parish Council and the 
local community that he served so well. 
 
Clive Corbould 
Chair SBHPC. 
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News from Aston Sandford 
 

 
A watercolour of an Aston Sandford Church window decorated for Harvest Festival 2015 

by  Margaret Watkins (1938 ï 2021), by kind permission of Alan Watkins  

Harvest Festival Open Day 
 

Aston Sandford Church will be open from 2 00pm to 4 30pm on Saturday 14th 
October so that everyone can admire the decorations for our Harvest Festival the 
next day. Do please come ï parking will be in Manor Courtyard ï and enjoy a 
lovely Autumn display.  Admission free ï but donations to our Repair fund are 
always welcome.  If you have never been to Aston Sandford before this is a great 
opportunity to see our little church at its best.  
 

Harvest Festival Service 
 

Our Harvest Festival service will be on Sunday 15th October at 11 00am and will 
be a Communion Service with Hymns.  We will of course be singing what is 
known as  the  Aston Sandford Hymn, Come, ye thankful people, come,  Raise 
the song of harvest home! thought to have been written in about 1844 by the Rev 
Henry Alford, Rector of Aston Sandford 1836-48, but more likely to have  been 
written by his elder son of the same name, writer of other hymns such as Ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and later to become Dean of Canterbury.  We like 
to think it was at the very least inspired by Aston Sandford.  After the service 
there will be refreshments at the Manor.  
We invite donations of food (no fresh produce please) and other suitable items 
which will be taken to the Aylesbury Food Bank.  
The accompanying photos of displays at past Festivals are by kind permission of 
David Peck. 
 
Marilynne A Morgan  CB 
Treasurer, Aston Sandford  
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A selection of photographs from previous Aston Sandford Harvest Festivals 
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Aston Sandford 
Church 

 

St. Michael and All Angels,  
Aston Sandford, Haddenham, 
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP17 8LP 

 
 

Church Open to view  
Harvest Festival Decorations 
Saturday, 14th October 2023 

2.00pm to 4.30 pm 
 

Aston Sandford has its Harvest Festival on Sunday, 15th October at 11 am. 

The Church will, as always, be extensively decorated by the flower 

arrangers. This year, to give more people a chance to see the decorated 

church, it will be open from 2 to 4.30 pm, on the previous day.  

 

 

Do take the opportunity 

to come and see us. 
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Interesting people who have lived in Stone, no10:  
Slaveowner and anti-abolitionist, MP Sir William Young,  
Tenant of Hartwell 1801-1807 
 
Anti-abolitionist Sir William, with his family, was the 
Revd Sir Georgeôs tenant at Hartwell from 1801-
1807.  He was a colonial governor, author, artist and 
a member of the British parliament. Sir Williamôs 
family had been super rich sugar plantation owners 
and he was an ardent anti-abolitionist.   
 
In 1788 his father died and he inherited four sugar 
plantations, in Antigua, St Vincent (2), and Tobago ï 
together with the hundreds of slaves and a serious 
debt. (over £11m). He went on an extended trip to the 
Caribbean, but failed to save his plantations from 
bankruptcy. On returning home in 1792 he intensified 
his support of the anti-abolitionists. 
 
In 1801 he leased Hartwell House and brought his second wife and his children 
there. He clearly enjoyed a country life, hobnobbing with his landlord, the Reverend 
Sir George Lee and other local gentry, drilling in the Yeomanry, enjoying sport and 
listening to tenantôs problems and complaints ï and presumably spending a good 
deal of time in London in parliament. He wrote an epic poem eulogizing Hartwell 
and Sir George, who frequently left his Chilterns parish to deal with estate matters 
at Hartwell and potter round with his tenant. 
 

ñIf ought  could the comforts of home eôre restore 

HARTWELLôsôManor and Farm, with the care of the Poor   

Openôd grateful delights  to my viewé   

ñBut what most engagôd me, the Tenant to be    

was the ñlandlordò the good and belovôd Sir George Lee   

Descendant of Hampden, a younger son born  

His heirdom to Hartwell seemôd  bleak and forlorné   

but parishioners Curôed taught and Fedòé 
 

 Lines from Ode to Hartwell by Sir Wlliam Young 

 
From 1784 to 1806 Young was MP for St Mawes, where from 1790 his friend the 
1st Marquis of Buckingham was patron. From 1806-7 Young was MP for 
Buckingham. He was very active in Parliament, speaking on poor law reform, 
income tax, the slave trade, Ireland, foreign policy and parliamentary reform.  
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He was one of the 81 vice presidents of the Society for Bettering the Conditions of 
the Poor and was Secretary to the òAssociation for promoting the Discovery of the 
Interior Parts of Africaò He wrote or contributed to a huge number of publications. 
He was a captain in the Bucks Yeomanry and later a major in the Mid Bucks. 
 
His opposition to abolition remained strong ï he was the leading opponent of 
Wilberforceôs anti-slavery campaign.  ï he accused Wilberforce of having no 
experience. In 1806 Buckingham and his faction manoeuvred a governorship of 
Tobago for Young. With the changing fortunes of the Grenvilles he was no longer 
acceptable - and bigger plans were in hand for Hartwell. Young was given just a 
month to prepare to leave Hartwell and set sail from London on the Thames, 
captained by his ñnear relationò Brydges Taylor on March 10 1807.  
 
Captain-General and Governor of Tobago until his death there in 1815 Sir William 
kept diaries which were ña historical, statistical and descriptive account of the island 
of Tobagoò with 
watercolour sketches and 
maps, now together with 
memoranda, accounts, 
invoices, etc, in the 
Library of the University 
of the West Indies (there 
are copies in the British 
Library).  
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Are you looking for a new challenge and want 

to contribute to your local community?  
We are currently recruiting for Advisers in Thame  

 

A new adviser training course begins in early October 2023,  

so apply now!  

 

www.citizensadviceosav.org.uk/volunteering  

 

 If you would like to discuss this volunteering role, please email: 

recruitment@citizensadviceosav.org.uk  

and one of our team will contact you.  

 

 
 

 
 
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, STONE 
 
GARDENING: SAT 21ST OCTOBER   10AM-1.00PM 

 
COULD YOU VOLUNTEER TO HELP US? 
 

If so you will be able to: 
 

¶ Work on a specified area of the churchyard in your own time 

¶ Use your own equipment or ours depending on how you feel 

¶ Be part of a team who care and are appreciated 

¶ Help with conservation and encouragement of wildlife 

¶ Enjoy doing something your church and community need. 
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Appeals:  
 

Morocco and Libya  
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the people of Morocco following the 
devastating earthquake and with Libya for the dam flood.  The Red Cross 
have set up appeals to provide vital aid.  Donations can be made via 
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/donate  
 

Ukraine 
 

We continue to pray for an end to the conflict and for all those affected by the 
terrible impact of war. 
 

There are various ways we can all help.  The Bucks County Council offers 
some resources through the following weblink: 
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/helping-hand-for-
ukraine/making-a-donation-pledge-support/  
 

Turkey/Syria Earthquake 
 

Following the devastating earthquakes in southern Italy and north-west Syria, 
our thoughts and prayers go out to all those affected and their families and 
friends, and to all the rescuers and medical staff.  The UK Disasters 
Emergency Committee (DEC) has launchded an appeal to help those affected. 
The Bucks County Council weblink below provides details on helping: 
 
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/news/support-survivors-of-the-turkey-
syria-earthquake/  
 

 

 

 

Old Coins 
 
Keep sending in any foreign or old coins or unwanted 
gold jewellery.  We can convert this into funding for the 
church.  Weôve raised much needed funds recently from 
a few obsolete foreign banknotes and jewellery. 
 
You can send to the Editor at : 
12 Roundhill, Stone HP17 8RD   
Tel: 01296 748170 or email david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
 

  

https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/donate
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/helping-hand-for-ukraine/making-a-donation-pledge-support/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/helping-hand-for-ukraine/making-a-donation-pledge-support/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/news/support-survivors-of-the-turkey-syria-earthquake/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/news/support-survivors-of-the-turkey-syria-earthquake/
mailto:david@pickupandscott.co.uk
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Simply Walk in Stone, Haddenham & Dinton 
 
Come suited & booted for whatever the weather 
To Simply Walk for an hour or so in the countryside 
Just come to our walks throughout the year from: 
  
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road ï STONE 
Wednesday: 4th ï 18th October 
  
Bradmoor Farm (rear) car park, Stanbridge Road ï HADDENHAM 
Wednesday: 11th October 
  
Seven Stars PH, New Road ï DINTON 
Wednesday: 25th October 
  
We meet in the morning for 10.30 
Itôs friendly, fun and free 
Happy 5th Birthday DINTON! Weôll party 
On chocolate biscuits and a coffee or tea! 
  
Walking for Health with Simply Walk 
Visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/simply-walk 
Telephone 01494 475367 Mobile 07802 260812 
 
********************************************************************************************* 

 
 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Fsimply-walk&data=05%7C01%7C%7C5666903adc8a46579b9608db98e48d27%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638271879607221136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=202g0AgGSPeLSIvNNDEanKvJYHkly7j5RwebRDaXtLQ%3D&reserved=0

