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Stone Dinton & Hartwell Parish News 
 

 

 

  

 

Dates to remember:  
2

nd 
2 p.m. World Day of Prayer Service SMC  

3
rd

  12.30 p.m. FREE Ploughman’s Lunch for volunteers (see page 22) SMC 
6

th
  2.30 Knit & Natter at Avril Clark’s. Offers of wool most welcome. 

27
th
  2.30 p.m. Fourth Tuesday Fellowship SMC 

 
 

 

 
More on Dinton Shops 

Page 12 
 

Happy 350
th

 Birthday! 
Page 15 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Gerald Cope 1942 –2012 
       Obituary Page 7 
 

The deadline for editorial copy is 7
h
 of the previous month and the deadline for 

advertising is 14
th
. 

Local information:                          For Parish Parochial Council see page 5.  
 

Parish Council Contacts: 
Stone, Bishopstone & Hartwell 

Parish Clerk Christine Jensen 01296 626073 clerk@sbhpc.org.uk 
Dinton Ford & Upton 

Parish Clerk  Keith Gray 01296 422800 keithgray@dinton.org 
 
Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone Dinton and Hartwell we 
welcome news, announcements by societies and clubs, and articles on local and other 
issues. We do not charge for charities or personal notices such as weddings, baptisms or 
acknowledgments and welcome advertising by local businesses.  
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily the views of the editorial board or the 

PCC. 

Cover picture taken by Carol Lynch 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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Parish Services and Calendar 

March SJB 
Stone 

SPP 
Dinton 

SMC 
Methodist 

Chapel Stone 

4 
Lent 2 

10.00am  
All Age 

Holy 
Communion 

6.00pm 
Evensong 

 
 

 
11.00am 
Worship 

11 
Lent 3 

  
10.00am 

BCP 
Mattins 

 

 
11.00am 
Worship 

 
4.00pm 

Living Stones 

18 
Lent 4 
Mothering 
Sunday 

8.30 am 
BCP Holy 

Communion  
 

10.00 am 
Family Service 

 

 
 

 
11.00am 
Worship 

25 
Lent 5 
Passion 
Sunday 

 
 

 
10.00am 

Holy 
Communion CW 

 
11.00am 
Worship 

 
 
 
 

Acorn Tyre Services 
MOTs inc. Class V11, Tyres, Batteries 
Brakes , Shock Absorbers, Exhausts 

Vehicle Servicing and Repairs 
Free Collection and Delivery available within the 

Parish of Stone, Dinton & Bishopstone 

      
01296 612075                              Unit 1 Weston Way Industrial Estate 
                                                                    Lower Road Stoke Mandeville 
Monday to Saturday                                     Aylesbury HP22 5GT   
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A Reading for Mothering Sunday  
2 Corinthians 1 3-7  
 

There, there…the God of All Comfort 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so 
that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have 
received from God. For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so 
also through Christ our comfort overflows. If we are distressed, it is for your 
comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces 
in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer.  And our hope for you 
is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you 
share in our comfort.  
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered 
in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to 
endure, so that we despaired even of life. Indeed, in our hearts we felt the 
sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on 
God, who raises the dead.  He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he 
will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, as 
you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the 
gracious favour granted us in answer to the prayers of many 
Take a moment to think about how you have been comforted, what comforts you 
now, and who you could comfort                                            
 

Gerald Cope     1942 – January 20
th

 2012 
 

As I am sure many of you are aware, my most cherished husband, Gerald, 
passed away of January 20

th
 at the Florence Nightingale Hospice, Stoke 

Mandeville Hospital. He battled with the most severe cancer, but despite his very 
brave fight, it was not to be.  I now know what is meant when people say they are 
heartbroken – because that is what I am.  He was my soul mate, the most 
wonderful husband and kindest person one could wish to meet. Gerald supported 
me in everything I did, especially with my constant letter writing in my attempts to 
improve things. I pray now that he rests in peace and is free of pain. 
 

Most of all we enjoyed the allotment we created in the field at the bottom of our 
garden, where we spent many happy hours, working and also relaxing outside our 
little shed with a flask of tea.  Even in our first year we grew an abundance of 
runner beans and a huge crop of potatoes, though unfortunately rabbits ate most 
of the carrots! I promised Gerald that I would keep the allotment going and last 
year he planted a new apple tree. I shall scatter his ashes around it and sit under 
it and talk to him about the progress of the plot. 
 

I would like to thank all the lovely people from Bishopstone village for coming to 
Gerald’s funeral and for all their lovely cards. I am only sorry I could not speak to 
you all at the time, but I am sure you will understand.              
 

Janet Cope 
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STONE THURSDAY CLUB (2
nd

 of the month) 
The March Meeting will be on Thursday 8

th
, from 2.00 – 3.30pm, when we shall 

welcome Phil Shurvell giving us his gardening tips, and he will do his best to 
answer any questions you may have about your own gardens.   
There will also be an ‘Easter Bonnet Competition’ so don’t forget to bring along 
your creations for Phil to judge!   
 
Peter Rich will give a pictorial talk on India in April, and the May meeting will 
include a Bring and Buy Sale, so please look out your unwanted gifts etc. to swell 
the funds. 
 
Over 60’s are warmly invited to join us at the Methodist Hall, Eythrope Road. If 
you know of any elderly people living alone, who can’t get out much, do invite 
them along, and if you or they need transport this month, please contact Rev 
David Jenkins on 488963. 
 

Advert for ATCC Street Angels Co-ordinator 

To lead on the development and delivery of the Aylesbury Town Chaplaincy 

(ATCC) Street Angels project. This will provide practical help and support for 

those who become vulnerable in any way weekend night/morning in the town 

centre from circa 10pm until 4am.  

 We are looking for someone who is committed, creative and self 

managing with experience in co  ordinating projects. They must have experience 

of working as part of a team and in working with volunteers. The person will work 

as part of the ATCC operations group. This involves both this, and practical 

management of street angels on a week to week basis.  

 At the moment ATCC has funding to offer this role for 7 hours a week at 

£10 per hour, but it is hoped that the service will grow over time  

For more information and an application form please contact:  

Andrew Blyth  

email: andrew.blyth@htaylesburv.org        tel: 01296 398110 

Catherine Turnbull-Ross  

email: catherine.turnbullross@htaylesbury.org                 tel: 01296 398110  
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Alpine lovers can find out more about 
our National Collection of Saxifrages 
in our special weekend on the 24th 
and 25th March and make a date for 
our Big Easter Bunny Hunt ? running 
throughout the Easter Holidays in the 
ornamental gardens. For beautiful 
gardens and plants, fabulous food 
and gorgeous gifts,visit Waterperry 
Gardens this March. 
Waterperry Gardens – something for 

everyone, every day of the year. 
 

Waterperry Gardens,  
Waterperry, Near Wheatley, 

Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ 
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

 

 

 

March News and Events at  
Waterperry Gardens. 

 

March is a busy month at Waterperry 
Gardens.  As well as the place to go for 
all your needs for the gardening season 
ahead including fabulous Waterperry-
grown plants, the ornamental gardens 
look wonderful and we have some 
fabulous events and courses on offer too. 
Individual RHS members get free entry to 
the gardens throughout March   
on production of their membership card 
and we have a lovely Mothering   
Sunday lunch and free garden entry for 
mum?s on their special day, March 18th. 

 
Email: 

office@waterperrygardens.co.uk 
 

Why not follow us on Facebook too? 
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NEWS FROM CHAPEL HILL 
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road, Stone, HP17 8PH 

 
* * * * * * 

During this month’s services  
the following will be remembered in prayer: 
4th    - Oxford Road;  11th  – Poplars Close;   
18th  – Portway Road; and 25th  – Roundhill 

 We welcome your prayer requests – anonymous if you wish – 
please just leave a note in the Chapel post box 

 
* * * * * * * 

 
The Chapel will host the annual 

 WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE 
 on FRIDAY 2nd March at 2 p.m. 

 

 

The Service this year, prepared by the 
Christian women of Malaysia 

is on the theme Let Justice Prevail - 
an amazingly topical subject considering 

the Service is prepared some years in advance. 
 

Although prepared by women,  
everyone is welcome to come along – 
join the wave of prayer which encircles 
the world on this special day and learn 
something of a wonderfully colourful 

diverse nation. 
While we can’t promise that we will provide 

the traditional Malaysian dishes of 

Bah Kut Teh, Achar or Blachan Kangkong,  

There will be a cuppa and biscuits after the Service! 
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DESTINY DRIVING 

SCHOOL 
Based in Stone 

 
Competitive priced one hour lessons 

for the complete beginner or for 

experienced driver looking to 

improve their driving skills 
DSA Approved Instructor 

Patient & Friendly 

Flexible Lesson Duration 

Theory Test Help and Advice 

Air Conditioned Vehicle 

Discounts on longer lessons & block 

bookings 

Nervous learners are welcome 

Contact Fiona on 

07883 011509 

 

 

 

News-Direct 
 

Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door every 

morning 

 

All newspapers accounts can be 

settled by switch/cards using our 
 

Freephone No. 
 

0800 917 3076 
Monday – Friday 6 am – 7 pm 

 

Saturdays & Sundays 6 am–2 pm 

 

 

 
When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House 
Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating  
Small Tiling Jobs 

Flat Pack Furniture 
Assembly 

 
 

Ruby Cottage,  
7 Chapel Road 
Ford HP17 8XE 

Tel: 01296 747267 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Busy Badgers 
 Ironing Service  
Badgers Cottage 
Stone HP 17 8PH 
Collection and delivery  

by arrangement 
Cost £5 per kg  

Minimum charge of 2kg 
(approx 8 shirts) 

Tel: 07960 468755 
Ask for Wen 
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The Dinton Shops. (Part 3) 
 

Opposite the Post Office at 
the top of Boot Lane in the 
premises of the old Boot Inn 
was a shop owned and run 
by Mrs. Pratt. This shop also 
sold general groceries, fresh 
eggs laid by her own 
chickens, sweets, tobacco 
products etc. as well as 
paraffin and methylated 
spirits. In addition to these 
goods Mrs. Pratt provided a 
service for the villagers to 
recharge their accumulators 
(lead/acid batteries) which 

were used to power their wireless sets (radios). There was a time when very few 
people had mains electricity and those who owned a wireless set would normally 
have two accumulators; one connected to the set and the other one would have 
been recharged and perhaps distilled water added as required at Mrs. Pratt’s 
shop for a small fee to replace the one when its power ran out. Paraffin was used 
as a fuel for the oil lamps and primus stoves which most of us had until electricity 
came to Dinton! Mrs. Pratt’s husband Alfred set up and ran a coal and coke 
delivery service for the area with the help of his business partner and future son-
in-law Frank Shuttleworth. 
 
In the 1930s and into the 1940s the bakery in High Street Dinton was owned and 

run by the three Hitchcock 
brothers, Fred, Stan and Jack 
where they baked and delivered 
the daily bread. After the war 
with the country ‘broke’ and on 
austerity rations white bread 
virtually disappeared as the 
bread was made from British 
wheat and always looked ‘grey’ 
in colour. It was good bread 
though and perfectly edible. 
With the retirement of the 
Hitchcock family the bakery in 
the late 1940s the bakery was 

bought by John Webb and Fred Rushton who already owned the shop and bakery 
in Ford. They continued making our daily bread both white and brown although 
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many people blamed the ‘grey’ bread on John! The ‘grey’ bread stayed with us for 
some time till the Canadian wheat became available again. The weight and price 
of each loaf of bread was strictly controlled and checks were constantly made. 
After the basic dough ingredients were mixed the dough was cut and weighed, 
allowing for the moisture loss during baking thus achieving the correct final 
weight. Each piece was then kneaded and the expert bakers held a piece in each 
hand to speed up the process. This was hard work and tiring and eventually John 
Webb purchased a power driven kneading machine. The baker just dropped the 
piece of dough into the loading hopper and as quick as a flash the kneaded 
dough came out from the other end all ready for ‘proving’.  John Webb introduced 
a large range of cakes and pastries which proved to be very popular in Dinton and 
surrounding villages. The Ford bakery was then closed and Fred Rushton and his 
wife remained to run the Ford shop. Fred also helped with the village delivery 
service. Bread and cakes were produced six days a week and as petrol was 
subjected to rationing, these goods were delivered to the Dinton households 
using a handcart three times a week! A small van was used to deliver the bread 
and cakes to Upton, Ford, Stone, Bishopstone, Hartwell, Cuddington and 
Haddenham. The Dinton inhabitants could of course personally call at the bake-
house to purchase their requirements if they had missed the delivery or needed 
extra. As petrol restrictions were relaxed the hand cart delivery was abandoned in 
favour of a motorised van. (Pushing that cart around Dinton on a Saturday 
afternoon was hard work!). With increases in running costs customers were asked 
to pay a small weekly delivery charge. This was not a popular move but in certain 
cases for customers who were having difficulties John waived this fee. (He had a 
very kind heart). John Webb was not only a superb bread baker but was also an 
expert maker of wedding cakes with immaculate white icing decoration. John also 
purchased a powered bread slicing machine and introduced his customers to 
having sliced wrapped bread delivered, again proving a popular commodity. 
 
Sunday was clearly a day of rest for the Dinton shop keepers and all the shops 
closed on Saturday afternoon around 5pm till the following Monday morning, 
opening again at 9am. Those that held tobacco licences would never sell these 
products to under aged children and we all knew that if we had dared to ask for 
cigarettes our parents would probably know before we arrived home! (That didn’t 
stop us asking the older boys to obtain some for us!). None of these shops sold 
alcoholic beverages but soft drinks such as lemonade, orangeade and later coca 
cola were available. With the range of goods sold by the five shops Dinton was 
very well supplied and supplemented by a daily milk delivery from Westlington 
farm. Smith’s the butcher from Haddenham brought fresh meat to Dinton once a 
week and Brown’s the fishmonger brought fresh fish. There was probably a fruit 
and vegetable van as well but most of the villagers grew their own. Newspapers 
were delivered every day by Joe Woodford from Ford. Although the four shops 
sold very similar goods there was no competition between them as RPM (retail 
price maintenance) prevailed, so for the same item by law could only be sold at 
the same price in all shops until RPM was abolished in 1964. Most villagers would 
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therefore use the shops that were nearest to their home or who perhaps liked the 
particular shop owner. For the villagers it was still necessary to travel to Aylesbury 
using the Oxford bus to obtain goods not supplied by the Dinton shops but the 
bus fare took extra money and the goods then had to be carried home.  
 As the years passed the supermarkets came, more and more people 
prospered enough to be able to purchase a motorcar which in turn allowed them 
and their families to venture easily into the town. No more lugging the shopping 
bags to the bus station. The shopkeepers worked long and hard each day and the 
profit margins were small. Many of the small shops could not compete with the 
supermarkets and so gradually they closed down. Some of them struggled on till 
old age caught up with the owners and probably new blood could not make 
enough profit to ensure a viable living. Using the Internet shopping lists can be 
readily ordered from your own home and the goods delivered to the households 
at your convenience. Even the turnover at the Post Office wasn’t enough or 
maybe no-one wanted to take it on. Soon all the Dinton shops including the Post 
Office were closed. Now in Dinton …no shops…no bakery… no Post Office.  
 

This article has been written jointly by G.S.Weedon and Pamela Jeffrey 
(nee Hopgood).  

 

 
When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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Happy 350th Birthday! 
Hard on the anniversary of the King James’ Authorised 
Bible, this year we celebrate the 350

th
 birthday of the 

Book of Common Prayer. 
 

Until Henry VIII all services were from the Breviary and 
the Missal and were in Latin.  In 1549, with the 
approval of Edward VI, Archbishop Cranmer produced 
the first English language book of services with the 
clear intention of shaping the beliefs of worshippers, 
entrenching a uniform Protestantism throughout the 
English Church. It was not universally accepted, there 
was rebellion in the West Country and Cranmer 
himself was martyred in Oxford during Mary’s reign.  
Queen Elizabeth restored this prayer book and 
suppressed puritan opposition to its enforced use 
throughout the kingdom. 
 

Charles I and Archbishop Laud succeeded in 
provoking the puritan element of the church into armed rebellion which led to the 
destruction of any semblance of church unity. At the Restoration Charles II, a king 
for whom personal faith remained personal, but who wanted all extremists reined 
in, authorised a revised Book of Common Prayer. This was imposed on all 
congregations and those in authority through the Act of Uniformity. 
 

It is this Prayer Book which celebrates its 350
th
 year in 2012 and through three 

centuries it has been, with only occasional minor modifications, the backbone of 
the Church of England.  It has carried through to the present day and it still has 
many adherents and admirers. Some obscure liturgies such as “The celebration 
of Charles 1st martyrdom” or “The churching of women” may have fallen into 
disuse but the format and phrases of Mattins, Evensong and The Communion are 
still widely practiced. Indeed, this parish like many others includes them in its 
monthly schedules. 
 

The Prayer Book’s enduring success is because the original compilers wanted 
words that would both shape the theology of the Church of England and would 
ring out to congregations with biblical authority, and they remain central to the 
Anglican faith. The Prayer Book has a beauty which has become part of our 
language and it holds words we all recognise: “In sure and certain hope of the 
Resurrection to eternal life”, “holy estate of matrimony”, “Earth to earth ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust” “a defence unto us in the face of the enemy”. There are few 
more comforting and beautiful moments than hearing the Nunc Dimittis at the end 
of a Sunday evening. 
 

The Prayer Book is the rock of foundation for many of us and we rejoice in its 
enduring strength. 
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The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise, Stone HP17 8RR.  Tel: 01296 748068 
E mail: angela_richuk@yahoo.co.uk 

Dear Friends, 
“Teach children how they should live, and they will remember it all their lives” 
(Proverbs 22:6) 
 

These are the words from the ancient Wisdom Schools of the Old Testament, and 
yet the modern school of thought would echo them and say that a child’s early 
years are the most formative for their future development.  This would suggest 
that the efforts we put into supporting and encouraging young parents are well 
worth while. 
 

The Jews in the Old Testament were instructed to pass on the commands of God 
to their children, “to talk about them when they were at home or away, when they 
were resting or working”.  That was the way to a prosperous, God-directed life.   
 

I would suggest that now-a-days, for whatever reason, most Christian parents are 
far less successful at passing on their faith to their children.  The task is also 
made more difficult because far fewer children and young people attend Church 
now than used to be the case.  When I was young, Churches often had large 
Sunday Schools and Youth Fellowships in which the faith of the young could be 
nurtured and friendships formed. 
 

It is therefore a great help to parents and Churches to have Church Schools in the 
Parish, which can emphasise the value of the Christian Faith, its relevance to 
every day life, and to develop and encourage links with the local Church.  Surveys 
show, again and again, that although parents do not attend Church as often as 
they used to, they do still highly value Church Schools. 
 

In this Parish, therefore, we are most fortunate in having not ONE, but TWO 
Church Primary Schools, and I appreciate the opportunities of taking regular 
assemblies in these, and having School Services in Church. 
 

It is important that we support the work of the staff and governors through our 
prayers and in other practical ways.  The last few months have been a particularly 
challenging time for Cuddington and Dinton School following the fire last year.  
We trust that they will be able to obtain the funding required for the rebuilding and 
improvements that are planned. 
 

Schools in a Community are a vital focus, bringing us life and hope for the future.  
To emphasise this, we are planning to transfer our main Sunday Service to Stone 
School on  
SUNDAY 21

ST
 OCTOBER when we shall celebrate “Education Sunday”, hopefully 

with staff and pupils from both our Church Schools taking part. 
Yours in His Service, 

 
PETER RICH (Rev) Priest in Charge 

 

mailto:angela_richuk@yahoo.co.uk
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Graves and Gravestones – Problems in the Churchyard 
A Note from the PCC 
One area of church administration that often gives rise to problems is the question 
as to what families can or cannot do in relation to a churchyard grave plot. The 
aim of this article is to try to clarify the situation. 
 

The guiding rules are contained in a 10 page document issued by the Oxford 
Diocese. This article is therefore a much simplified version of the Diocesan rules, 
which will always take priority. The rules can be viewed or downloaded from the 
Diocesan website (oxford.anglican.org); from the home page click on 
“information”. It should be remembered that rules relating to a churchyard may be 
different from those for a municipal cemetery. 
 

All parishioners have a right to be buried in the churchyard (unless it is full). The 
following guidance therefore relates primarily to Dinton churchyard.  
 

It may come as a surprise to readers that, apart from the right to be buried,  
no-one has any further rights. This means that, in theory, there is no right to erect 
a gravestone (called a tombstone or monument in the Diocesan rules). In 
practice, gravestones can be authorised by the incumbent (i.e. the minister). A 
gravestone can only be erected if it has been properly applied for, in writing, and 
the authorising signature of the incumbent has been obtained. The necessary 
forms can be obtained from the above website, or from a churchwarden. There 
are certain rules regarding the dimensions of gravestones, types of materials that 
can be used, inscriptions, etc. All new gravestones in Dinton churchyard should 
be vertical. Any subsequent change to a gravestone (e.g. the addition of an 
inscription relating to the burial of a spouse) or to a grave plot, must be applied for 
and authorised in writing in the same way as the original. 
 

The matter of the erection of a gravestone, as mentioned above, is usually quite 
straightforward in practice. The problems that arise are generally in relation to the 
“decoration” of the grave. The Diocesan rules have a long list of things that are 
not permitted on graves, including kerbs, fencing, railings, chains, chippings, or 
shrubs.  Bulbs or annual flowers may be planted. Families should ensure that 
nothing is left on or near a grave that might cause personal injury to those 
maintaining the churchyard (e.g. using lawnmowers or strimmers). We will always 
insist upon the removal of chippings; glass also should be avoided.  
 

A specific area of the churchyard has been set aside for cremation tablets. These 
require authorisation as for gravestones; the size for these should be 12 inches 
square. 
 

The PCC requests that families should keep their family graves neat and tidy. 
Please could you take home plastic containers and plant pots, plastic flower 
wrappings, plastic bags, polystyrene, metal, oasis, etc. 2 compost bins have been 
provided for old flowers, but the above mentioned items will not break down



Parish News                                               18                                                March 2012 

Grand Quiz 2011 
Apologies that the questions did not specify which St. Marys.  
You all did very well especially Chris Beattie who wins some chocolate 
.  
 
1. Ptarmigan, mountain hare, stoat are all birds or mammals native to Britain, that turn 

white in winter. 

2. Bit bob and buck are all names for money as in threepenny bit, two bob and dollar. 

3. The title Far from the madding crowd comes from Gray’s Elegy 

4. The phrase “To shake the pagoda tree” means to make money, not necessarily 

honestly, and comes from British India. 

5.  A Slam door is a type of train without automatically closing doors. 

6. A bowdlerised book is one with the rude bits removed.  

7. Modern decimalisation was introduced in 1971 in this country.  

8. Alph the sacred river ran in Xanadu.  

9. The following were about foreign words that are used in English. 

a. An Indian word for something to wear- Jodhpurs or pyjamas  

b. An Italian word for food – easy this one. Pizza or spaghetti. 

c. A french word for a road – avenue, boulevard. 

d. An Arabic word for a drink – coffee or alcohol 

e. A Swedish word for an official who deals with complaints - ombudsman 

10. The Archers is the radio soap which celebrated its 60
th

 anniversary 

11. Estonia joined the euro on 1
st
 January 2011. Are they happy about it? answers on a 

postcard please.  

12. The Authorised Version of the bible celebrated its 400
th

 anniversary this year. 

13. Rudyard Kipling was the first English language Nobel literature prize winner and who 

is still the youngest recipient.   

14. The phrase Decus et Tutamen  appears on the rim of a pound coin.  

15. A film that is set on or features a train or trains. Lots of these to choose from, Harry 

Potter, Brief Encounter, Murder on the Orient Express, 39 Steps. 

16. An Englishman’s home is his castle. 

17. Larry is a cat and was appointed rat catcher in Downing Street in February. Some say 

he is the only reliable male in Downing St. I could not comment.  

18. The only British seaside town mentioned in a hymn is Minehead as in God be in mine 

head. I know. 

19. Dead Cat Bounce is when shares have a slight recovery before continuing their fall in 

price. 

20. Only two English monarchs have become saints. They were called Edward as in 

Edward the Confessor and Edward the Martyr 

21. Leicester Forest East Watford Gap and Newport Pagnell all have what motorway 

service stations.  

22. The world’s worst nuclear accident was at Chernobyl 

23. A fascinator is a type of headdress or ornament worn at Royal Weddings. 
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24. Why did H.M. the Queen give money away on her birthday? It was the Maundy 

Service. 

25. What form of transport did the Duke of Cambridge use to leave Buckingham palace 

with his bride on his wedding day? He drove his father’s Aston Martin. 

26. The relationship between Britain and The USA was special and was described as 

essential this year. 

27. Malta was the country which voted on whether to legalise divorce. 

28. The Flying Scotsman is normally green but was black this year. 

29. The Titanic was built in Belfast 

30. Henry Ford said if he asked his customers what they wanted they would say a faster 

horse. Henry Ford famous for the Model T car which was an early mass produced 

motor car. 

31. The currency of Finland is the euro. 

32. The word Ghetto originally came from Venice. I did not know either.   

33. Can you name a play set in Denmark? Hamlet.  

34. Who had a humble day in July? Rupert Murdoch described how he felt when 

questioned about the hacking scandal. 

35. York is the city were the streets are called gates, the gates called bars, and the bars 

called pubs. 

36. Israel is the only country in the Middle East where Arab women have the vote. 

37. A bust of Winston Churchill was given to the White House after 9/11. It was returned 

by President Obama.  

38. Rule Britannia by Thomas Arne is traditionally played at the last night of the Proms. 

39. What links an island in the Pacific where mutineers went, a place for an orchestra, an 

inventor of shorthand, and a mine, and why? Pit as in Pitcairn, Orchestra pit and pit as 

in mine. 

40. Aylesbury Mandarin and Muscovy are all types of duck. Aylesbury is the one thing 

people know about Aylesbury. 

41. A book by Joseph Heller published in 1961 gave the world the phrase Catch 22 that 

has entered everyday life.  

42. Joanna Lumley, the actress, is associated with campaigning for the Ghurkhas.  

43. The film Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy was released this year. Alec Guinness played 

George Smiley in the 1980s television version. 

44. Wales is the only country in West Europe not to have electrified railways 

45. Elgar’s Variations contains reference to Jaeger and Nimrod. 

46. The bible has a character called Nimrod.  

47. Malta is the only island ever to have been awarded the George Cross 
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WEA West Bucks Villages Branch 
Carry on Learning  

 

LIBERTYS OF LONDON 
 

With Andy Gunn 
 

At Bartlett’s, Portway Road, Stone 
 

Thursday March 1st 
At 2.30 pm 

Entry £1 per lecture 
 

Ring 748538 for further information or if you need a lift. 
Pedestrians – ring for the gate security number 

STONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 

Tuesday March 20th at 7.30pm at Stone Village Hall 
 

HOSPITALS AND ART IN RENAISSANCE ITALY 
 

An illustrated talk by Dawn Cumming 
Visitors welcome 

 

Ring Joan Shurvell on 748530 for further information 
 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 2nd to 4th June. 
Stone Bishopstone and Hartwell 

Following a well attended meeting to discuss the celebrations we can report that 
events at Bishopstone will include, a beer festival and party on Saturday, street 
party on the Sunday, and beacon on Monday night. Over in Stone the focus will 
be a traditional village fete on the Monday afternoon. It is hoped to have a church 
service of Evensong in Hartwell on the Sunday as well as the morning service at 
Stone.  
 

The next meeting to discuss planning Jubilee Celebrations will be 7 pm on 
Wednesday 7

th
 March at Stone Village Hall. If you would like to help at any of the 

events, particularly the fete on the Monday please contact  
David Pickup on 01296 397794 david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
 

This is part of a whole Summer of events including at Flower Festival, History 
exhibition and art festival in October, an open air performance of Henry V on 29

th
 

July at Hartwell and a pumpkin growing competition. 
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WEST BUCKS VILLAGES WEA 
 

Day school: From Flax to Fashion in Ancient Egypt with Rosalind Janssen 
Methodist Church, High Street, Haddenham, on  
Friday March 9

th
, 10.00am - 4.00pm  Fee £23. 

Rosalind spent a day with us last year and this further day school is by popular 
request. The everyday life of the ancient Egyptians is fascinating and Rosalind, 
well qualified in all aspects of Egyptology, is an excellent speaker. 

 
Day school: The Power of the Poster – a history of poster art with Bill 
Prescott. Methodist Church, High Street Haddenham on 
 Friday May 18

th
, 10.00 am - 4.00pm Fee £23. 

This most interesting presentation covers not only the art of the poster but the 
involvement of advertising in the development of travel, entertainment and 
commerce during the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries. Bill is always worth hearing. 

 

Contacts: Annette Ingleton on 01865 768289 
 

FOURTH TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP 
 

NON-DENOMINATIONAL 
Meeting in the Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road 

 
We look forward to welcoming 

Arthur and Chris Sara 
to the meeting on 27

th
 @ 2.30 p.m. 

Whether they bring us news of their latest journeys  

or something nearer home, 
Arthur and Chris always have something interesting to share, so do 
remember that New Year’s Resolution and come along on the 27

th
 

 
Browse the Bring & Buy Stall 
while enjoying tea and chat 

 
You will receive a warm welcome 

 

 
The coffee cup collection for Dec/Jan which was for  

SETHULE Orphans Trust amounted to £76.00 
 

The collection in February is for Bucks Air Ambulance 



Parish News                                               22                                                March 2012 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

12
th

 – 20
th

 May 
Let’s give the tools.... 

to help people in poverty out of poverty 
 

Come along to the Aylesbury Methodist Church and Centre 
on Tuesday 20

th
 March, 7 – 9 p.m.to hear  

Aldrin Calixte Hope in the Rubble   
presents Haiti Survie 

which is an environmental organisation working 
across Haiti promoting sustainable development. 

Christian Aid supported Haiti Survie to deliver 
emergency relief after the 2010 earthquake.    

This included providing food and shelter, hygiene education 
and cash grants for restarting economic activity. 

 

Haitian born Aldrin works for Haiti Survie 
and was part of the emergency relief effort. 

He is a specialist agro-engineer and is currently working 
on disaster risk reduction programmes. 

If you would like to go but need a lift, do contact me 
 

 
There will be a FREE Ploughman’s Lunch on 

Saturday 3
rd

 March 12.30 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
at Stone Methodist Chapel  for those of you 

considering being part of the villages’ 
Christian Aid Team this year 

PLEASE COME ALONG WE’LL PLAN  
WHAT WE CAN DO TOGETHER ! 

Sue Spinks, 748369 or royandsue1@btinternet.com 
 

T & B 
Private Car Hire 

Tel 

01844 261116 
 Mobile 

07831 882694 

 

Air Conditioned Cars/MPVs 
for Airport Transfers 

Special Events, Theatres 
Touring, Sight Seeing, Weddings 

or any other special occasion 
Jaguar Wedding Cars also available 
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The Harrow, 27 Bishopstone, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, 
HP17 8SF. 

01296 748652 
 

The Harrow is a traditional English pub serving fine cask ales, lagers, wines 
spirits, soft drinks including tea and coffee. We have a new chef and menu, with 
log fires it is the perfect place to while away those winter evenings. Children are 
welcome under parental supervision and up to 8pm in the bar areas and dogs on 

leads are also welcome. 
 

We are open from:  
Monday 5pm until 11pm 

Tues to Fri  12 – 3pm and 5 – 11pm  
Sat 12 – 11pm 

Sun 12 –10.30pm  
 

Food service times: 
Tuesday – Thursday 12 – 3pm and 6pm – 8.45pm 

Friday 12 – 3pm and 6pm – 9pm 
Saturday 12 – 3pm and 6 – 9pm 

Sunday 12 – 3pm.
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LENT COURSES 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS – 2.30pm 

TOPIC : “CHRIST’S CROSS AND OURS” 
 

29
th
 Feb with Tony and Shirley Lisk, 1 The Spiert  

  7
th
 Mar  1 The Spiert 

14
th
 Mar with Peter and Angela Rich, 10 Badgers Rise 

21
st
 Mar The Vicarage 

28
th
 Mar  The Vicarage 

Listen to ‘experts’ sharing their views (on tape)  
and then add your own! 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS – 7.30pm 
TOPIC: “HANDING ON THE TORCH” 
Sacred words for a secular world. 
 

29
th
 Feb at Cathy and Ian West, 7 Church Way 

  7
th
 Mar 7 Church Way 

14
th
 Mar  with Peter and Angela Rich, 10 Badgers Rise 

21
st
 Mar  The Vicarage 

28
th
 Mar  The Vicarage 

ALL WELCOME AT BOTH GROUPS 
Bring a Bible 

MOTHERING SUNDAY – 16
TH

 MARCH 
10.00am FAMILY SERVICE, ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, STONE 
Come and join us for this Informal Service, during which flowers will be given to 
all the Mums. 

Living Stones 

 
 

SUNDAY 11
TH

 MARCH, 4.00 – 5.30pm 
METHODIST HALL, EYTHROPE ROAD 

(sponsored by Stone & Dinton Churches) 
FUN, FOOD, FELLOWSHIP & WORSHIP 

with toys for toddlers 
Enjoy crafts, drama and lots more - related to a theme, ending in a short act of 

worship.with a ‘BRING AND SHARE’ TEA 
 

Adults & children in shared activities.  COME & JOIN US. 
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When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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Bartlett's 
Residential Home 

A beautiful Victorian country house set in over  

18 acres of tranquil park and gardens 

Individuals and couples, those wishing to make a home here  

and those wanting a shorter stay are all welcome. 

Highly qualified and caring staff to look after your every need. 

 

Excellent facilities for recreational  

activities, therapies and companionship. 

Award winning chef who uses local produce. 

Intimate and welcoming offering  

you a little bit extra. 

Part of the Peverel Court group of care homes. 

Tel Gloria on 01296 747000    Email: Gloria@bartlettscare.co.uk 

www.peverelcourt.co.uk 

Peverel Court, Portway Road, Stone, Bucks, HP17 8RP 
 

 

 
 

 



Parish News                                               27                                                March 2012 

 

 
 

 

Geoff Baker 
Jazz Guitarist 

Music to make your special day 

even more memorable 

Where a more sophisticated, 

quieter style of music than a 

disco or band is required. 
 

For more information, 

please call 
 

Phone: 01296 747 966 

Mobile: 07836 535 051 
 

geoffbaker123@hotmail.co.uk 
Wedding Anniversaries – Birthdays 

 

 

 
 

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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March Gardening 
Weeds which are a number one pest will be growing strongly now, so hoe or fork 
them out of flower beds and boarders whilst they are still obvious before plants 
have grown.   Gently fork over between plants and cut down all the old dead 
growth. 
 Now is the time to seriously cut back dogwoods if you wish to have the 
coloured shoots next winter.   Prune down to almost ground level, water well, 
mulch and the new shoots will soon begin to grow.   
 As always March is the month to prune roses.   Remove dead, diseased 
and overcrowded stems, prune out weak growth and trim long shoots.   The aim 
should be to leave the centre of the bush open. 
 Time now to mow the lawn (grass), it is worth while giving it a good raking 
first to remove debris and spread wormcasts, and do raise the blades for the first 
couple of cuts.  Plant out first early potatoes which should by now have strong 
shoots. I try every year to get some very early new potatoes by planting in late 
February or early March, but one has to be prepared to protect the shoots from 
frosts. Most of the more hardy type of vegetables can be planted as the month 
progresses but do wait for the correct soil conditions.   If planting onion sets it is 
worth waiting until the very end of March or April, as they are more likely to bolt 
(run to seed) if planted too early.   If you have bought the sets, tip them out of the 
bags onto a tray, this way one can see if any are going bad.  

 

Jubilee Pumpkin Competition 
 

As part of the celebrations marking Queen Elizabeth II’s 60 year reign  
Stone Hartwell and Bishopstone Parish Council is holding a competition for the 
BIGGEST (by weight) pumpkin grown in this parish. 
 

All parishioners, whether gardeners and allotment holders or not, are invited to 
enter.  There will be a special prize for competitors 16 years or under. Families 
may make a joint entry. 
 

Judging/Weighing in will be at 7.30pm at Stone Village Hall on Friday 
October 12th 

 

Entry fee £5 (£2 for under 16s) which will include 5 pumpkin seeds. 
 

Prizes:  
1. Heaviest £25     2. Under 16s £10 
3. “Prettiest” Pumpkin    4. There will also be a prize 
awarded by lottery amongst all the entries present on October 12

th
 

 

All profits will go to Stone Village Hall Roof Fund 
 

Contact George Lamb for entry forms (01296 748988. 62 Oxford Road, Stone) 
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PARISH REGISTERS: 
 
FUNERAL 
We give thanks for the life of Brenda Frances Conboy, who passed away 
at Stoke Mandeville Hospital on 3rd February.  She was a former Nurse at 
St John’s hospital, and her Funeral took place at Stone Church on 
Tuesday 14th February, followed by a burial in Stone Cemetery. 
 
PARISH A.G.M. SUNDAY 25TH MARCH (Dinton Church) 
(11.15am after the Morning Holy Communion Service) 
Please come and hear reports of proceedings during the last year, support 
your Church officers, and ask questions.  If you would like to join our 
Membership Roll (no charge), please contact George Lamb on 748988. 
NB We still urgently need to find a new Church Treasurer – any offers, 
please contact the Vicar! 
 
 
 
 

Bishopstone Village 
Hall Trust 

Need to hire a hall? 

…think ‘hall’, think 

Bishopstone Hall 
 

 Prices start from just £20 for a 
child’s party, for up to 80 
people 

 Disabled access, licensed bar 
available, terms and 
conditions apply 

Phone 01296 747773 for more 

information 

Bishopstone Village Hall 

Moreton Lane, HP17 8SQ 

Registered Charity No. 264370 
 
 
 

Oxford Rd, Hartwell, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP17 8QP 

 

The Bugle Horn 
Tel 01296 747594 

 

David and his team would like to 
welcome you to the Bugle Horn to 
enjoy 'Great Leisure Moments' in a 
Great British Pub, we are proud to 
serve great food from around the 

world in a distinctly British manner 
all day, every day. 

 
Try our extensive range of wines 

from around the world or one of our 
traditional cask ales - just pop in,  

no need to book, even if it is  
just for coffee.  

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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Guitar Lessons 
for all ages 

 

Beginners to Advanced 
 

Rock – Blues – Folk – Jazz 
 

FREE TRIAL LESSON 
 

Call Geoff 
 

Phone: 01296 747 966 
 

Mobile: 07836 535 051 
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In the middle of Ford 

Fresh local food, 
expertly cooked, and a 
warm welcome 

Squid stuffed with prawns,  
mushrooms and leeks £6.00 

Seared breast of wood pigeon  
on puy lentils £6.50 

Warm roulade of goats cheese, hazelnuts, 
Caramelised pears, chicory  
and watercress salad £5.50 

Pan seared scallops, spiced cauliflower 
puree, black pudding crumble  

and chicken jus £7.50 
 

Venison loin, dauphinoise potatoes,  
spinach and liquorice £19.00 

Baked fillet of hake, crushed new potatoes 
Samphire and mussel broth £16.50 

Pan fried sea bream, vanilla pomme puree, 
crab “bon bons” £16.50 

Roast breast of chicken, fondant potatoes, 
fricassee of mushroom, Savoy cabbage and 

tarragon veloute £14.00 
Ribeye steak with roasted cherry tomatoes, 

mushroom Chunky chips £19.50 
Wild mushroom and pumpkin ravioli with 

wilted rocket, red pesto, hazelnuts  and 
parmesan £14.00 

 
Warm chocolate fondant with pistachio 

brittle and ice cream £5.50 
Glazed lemon tart with mascarpone ice 

cream £5.50 
Pineapple parfait, coconut sorbet, pineapple 

& basil salad, And toasted coconut £5.50 
Classic sticky toffee pudding 

Warm butterscotch sauce and caramel ice 
cream £5.50 

 

March is a great month to visit the 
Dinton Hermit. 

Now that spring is here, enjoy 
cream teas in our garden, freshly 
brewed tea and coffee together 

with a selection of scones, pastries 
and cakes together with fruit jam 

and clotted cream available 
Monday to Saturday  

12noon to 5pm. 
Lunch served 12 noon to 2pm, and 
at weekends we’re serving food all 
day.  Our evening menu is available 
daily 6:30pm to 9pm, take a look at 

our mouth watering menu on  
this page. 

Don’t forget Mothers’ Day 
18th March 2012 

Treat your mum with our special 
Mothers’ Day lunch £19.95 for  

2 courses and £22.95 for 3. 
The final week of the month is  

National Butchers Week, all our 
meats are supplied by Wrens of 
Thame, we are proud to support 

our local businesses and look 
forward to celebrating this  
event with all our guests. 
www.dintonhermit.co.uk 

facebook.com/dintonhermit 
Book now, on 01296 747473 
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HARTWELL HOUSE HOTEL 

RESTAURANT AND SPA  

Dining in March 
In addition to our daily Table d’hote lunch and A la Carte dinner menus,  

we  are continuing to offer a superb set 3 course lunch or  

dinner menus during March still at the outstanding value of only  

£23.75 per person. 

 Served daily except for Saturday dinner or Sunday lunch  
 

Traditional Afternoon Tea 
Take a stroll in the 90 acres of grounds before sitting down in front of a  

roaring fire in one of the drawing rooms and enjoying  

Hartwell’s famous afternoon tea. 

Full Afternoon Tea is only £19.00 per person,  £25.65 per person with  

a glass of Prosecco or £29.25 with a glass of champagne. 
 

The Spa Café  
Perfect for morning coffee, light lunches including speciality pizzas, and snacks  

the Spa Café is the ideal to meet for that leisurely informal dining experience. 

Lunch served daily from 12.00 noon to 3.00pm. Open to the Public 

Watch out for Fabulous Fish Fridays – new, fresh fish menus  

available at lunch or dinner every Friday 

Open for dinner every Friday and Saturday with a last serving of 8.30pm 

Call the Spa Café direct on 01296 746526 to make a reservation 
 

Clarins Coffee Morning 

Join us and Clarins on Tuesday 27th March and view the latest skincare and make 

tips.  Coffee will be served from 10.30am in the Library and there is a £10.00  

booking fee redeemable on any Clarins products purchased on the day 
To reserve your place or for further  

information telephone the Spa Manager on 01296 746500 to avoid disappointment  
 

For further information, menus or to make a reservation, 

please telephone 01296 747444 or visit the website 

Oxford Road, Near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR 

Part of the National Trust  

www.hartwell-house.com info@hartwell-house.com 


