
 
“Whatever you do, in word or deed do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus” 

Colossians 3:17 NIV 
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The Parish of Stone, Dinton and Hartwell 
 

Priest in 

Charge 

Revd. Peter G Rich ,  
The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise, Stone HP17 8RR 
01296 748068 

 
Licensed 
Lay 
Ministers: 

Avril Clark, 7 Furlong Crescent, Bishopstone, HP17 8SG 
01296 747755 
Angela Rich, The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise, Stone HP17 8RR 
01296 748068 

Church 
Wardens: 

David John, 84 Oxford Road, Stone HP17 8PL 
01296 747932 

 Eryl Morgan, 101 Baker Street Waddesdon, HP18 0LQ 
01296 655692 

 Raymond Medhurst 10 Grenville Road Aylesbury Bucks  HP21 8EY  
07793 541456 
Email: raymond.medhurst@stonedintonhartwell.com  

 Jean Moore, 'Larkrise', 4 Templecroft Terrace, Upton. HP17 8UD. 
01296 748063 

Secretary to 
the P.C.C: 

Sue Birrell, 7 Jakeman Way, Aylesbury. HP21 8FT 
01296 338163 

Hon. 
Treasurer: 

Anne Seckington, Grapevine Cottage, Dinton HP17 8UN 
01296 748228 

 
 
 

Parish Council Contacts: 
 
    Stone, Bishopstone & Hartwell 
    Parish Clerk   Allison Stone      01296 698573 clerk@sbhpc.org 
    Dinton Ford & Upton 
    Parish Clerk   Keith Gray       01296 422800 keithgray@dinton.org 
 
 
 
 
LOCAL WEBSITES: 

Church www.stonedintonhartwell.com 

Stone  www.stonevillage.org.uk 

Jubilee Pavilion www.jubileepavilion.co.uk 

Bishopstone www.bishopstone.info 

Dinton PC www.dinton.org 

Dinton News www.dinton.info 

 
Cover Drawing by Harriet Pickup 
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Parish News 
Stone Dinton & Hartwell 

 

 

 

  

 

Editorial 

A very Happy Christmas to all our readers and a big thank you 
to everyone who has supported the magazine over the year. 

 

Parish News Team 
 

Editor: David Pickup  01296 748170 david@pickupandscott.co.uk 
Editorial: Carole Fryer 01296 748538 carole.e.fryer@btinternet.com 
Advertising: Tom Claridge 01296 748322 tom_claridge@yahoo.com 
IT Producers: Mike Thompson 01296 748561  mwthompson40@gmail.com 
 Carol Lynch 01296 748392  lynchcaz@gmail.com 
 

Parish News is a community magazine for the residents of Stone, Dinton, Ford, 
Upton and Hartwell. We welcome news, announcements by societies and clubs, 
and articles on local and other issues. We do not charge for charities or personal 
notices such as weddings, baptisms or acknowledgments and welcome 
advertising by local businesses. 
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily the views of the editorial 
board or the PCC 
 
The deadline for editorial copy is 7

th
 of the previous month and the deadline for 

advertising is 14
th
 

 

 

BOOK LAUNCH – “CASTE ASIDE BY GOD” 
An inspirational book about the Ministry of  

Bishop Samuel Gnanaprahasam in South India 
by Peter Rich 

at The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise, Stone 
MONDAY 15TH DECEMBER, 11.00 – 12.30pm 

Cost: £5 including light refreshments & a free signed copy of the book. 
To book your place, please ring 748068. 
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Available for 

collection/delivery 
     of household 
goods, furniture 

etc. 
Reasonable rates 
Garden rubbish 

removal. 
Household 

Clearance also 
available 

 

Man 
 

with a 
 

Van 
 

01296 

427182 

 
Local and national service 

Call Alan 01296 427182 any time 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SCOTSGROVE HOUSE 
BED AND BREAKFAST 

Ideal wedding accommodation 
for friends and family. 

 

Mrs Liz Weber 
Scotsgrove House 
Thame OX9 3RX 

 

Tel:  01844 216744 
Email:  

lizzie_weber@hotmail.com 
 

www.scotsgrovebandb.co.uk 
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PARISH SERVICES AND CALENDAR 
 

 
December 

St John the 
Baptist 
Stone 

St Peter & St 
Paul 

Dinton 

Methodist 
Chapel Stone 

 
7 
Advent 2 

 
10.00am. 
All Age 

Holy 
Communion 

 
 

 
 

6.00pm 
Evensong 

 

 

11.00am. 
Worship 

 
4.00pm  

Living Stones 
 

 
14 
Advent 3 

 

 
 

 

 
8.30am 

BCP Holy 
Communion 

 
10.00am 

Family Service 
 

 
 
 

11.00am. 
Worship 

 
 

 
21 
Advent 4 

 

 

10.00am 
BCP Matins  

 

 
4.00pm 

Carol Service 
 
 

 

 
 

11.00am. 
Carol Service 

 

 
24 
Christmas Eve 

 

4,00pm 
Crib Service 

 
11.30pm 
Midnight 

Communion 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
25 
Christmas Day 

  
 

10.00am 
Family 

Communion 
 

 

 
28 
Christmas 1 

 
 

       
11.00am 

        Joint Service 
 **** 

 

**** At Methodist Chapel
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In October 1914 Stone responds to the plight of the Belgian 
Refugees with money and accommodation 

 
When Germany invaded Belgium in early August 1914 tens of thousands of 
Belgians fled – about one fifth of the population. In October 1914 during the battle 
for Antwerp the Times reported at least five ships a day leaving for England with 
Belgians who had lost everything. By February 1915 there were 180.00 civilian 
refugees and 1,800 injured soldiers in Britain, rising to 250,000 in 1917. On arrival 
the refugees were registered and then dispersed either to camps in London or 
elsewhere in Britain. 
 
Refugees in Aylesbury and district 
On September 20th 1914 a Bucks County Relief Committee was formed in 
Aylesbury which stated that ”the accommodation now required is for families of 
peasants who desire to keep together and who wish to be within  easy reach of a 
Roman Catholic church or priest”. Some came to Aylesbury, one family to Ford 
and at least two families to Stone. The Bucks Herald of September 18 1914 
reported that “We have some of the Belgian refugees in our midst. They are… 
being kindly and gently treated – even the poorest of cottagers are eager to do 
their best to assist.” 
  
The Telegraph “Shilling Fund” 
An article in the Bucks Advertiser in late October headed “A Christmas Gift to the 
Belgians – the Aylesbury and district Appeal for the Belgian people” reports a 
meeting of the Committee held in late October chaired by The Rev V L 
Whitechurch (of St Mary’s, Aylesbury, later Vicar of Stone) encouraging local 
people to take a “Collective Card” for the Daily Telegraph Shilling Fund”.  The 
villages of Stone, Hartwell and Bishopstone had raised 129s. The local collector 
was Datus Nicholls and all 85 villagers are listed – there are many familiar names. 
 
Refugees lived in Portway Road 
Winifred Beechey, in “The Rich Mrs Robinson”, writes how she came as a child to 
the village in the early part of the war. The family, mother and two daughters, 
rented a small cottage on the Portway, near Bishopstone Crossroads.  
 
“The cottage had been condemned before the war as being unfit for human 
habitation, and had sheltered Belgian refugees before housing us. …one of a pair 
built of mud and wattle and with brick floors. One of the downstairs rooms was so 
small that it had been used by the Belgian refugees as a larder.   
 
“In the cottage next to ours lived another Belgian refugee, ‘Madame’ and her baby 
‘Rappypoupins’. Madame earned money by doing bead work, threading beads 
onto wire which she bent into flowers or formed into cake baskets…to sell.  Now 
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Madame’s husband made his appearance in the lane – a Belgian soldier in 
uniform and a peaked pill-box hat.…”  
 
The Belgian dug part of the garden, to thank the child’s mother for her kindness, 
then gave them a photo of himself in uniform with his wife and child and moved 
away. 
 
At Christmas 1914 at the Stone Band of Hope Christmas entertainment…”Jack 
Goerarts, one of our Belgian boys, sang the Belgian National Anthem in Flemish 
and was vociferously cheered “ 
 
Stone Local History Group 
 

 
STONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

followed by 
 

 a musical entertainment from Adrian Broadway 
 with his unusual instruments 

 

and a festive supper  
 

7.30pm Tuesday December 9
th
 

 

Stone Village Hall       Guests welcome  
 

Ring 748538 or 748530 for more information 
 

 
WEA West Bucks Villages Branch 

 

CHRISTMAS PAINTINGS 
With Dawn Cumming 

 
Bartlett’s, Portway Road, Stone 
Thursday December 4th 2014 

2,00pm  
Entry £1 – all welcome 

 
Please ring 01296 748538 for further information.  

Pedestrians ring for the gate security number 
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Annual Quiz 2014 Best entry by 6th January to 12 Roundhill HP17 
8RD or david@pickupandscott.co.uk  wins some chocolate. 

 
1. Spam emails are unwanted emails. What are wanted emails called?  

2. Who was the last person to be canonised by the Church of England?  

3. The horses of what famous riding school had to go on a diet this year? 

4. The anniversary of which French king leaving Hartwell was marked this 
year? 

5. What is the only country to have eight currencies as legal tender - none of 
them its own? 

6. What is Chicken Kiev? Introduced in Britain in 1976, it was Marks & 
Spencer's first ready-made meal. 

7. This year was the anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War. 
When the war started many people said it would be over by when?  

8. This year was the 50th anniversary of BBC2 starting. What was the first 
complete programme aired on BBC2? 

9. A barber in London received complaints from representatives of which 
national embassy who complained about a joke advertisement he placed.  

10. Which playwright celebrated his 450th birthday in April? 

11. Which Mediterranean island is famous for its fleet of historic yellow 
buses? 

12. A two pound coin was issued to mark the 500th Anniversary of Trinity 
House. What is Trinity House? 

13. Why did certain solutions to the Daily Telegraph crossword puzzles in 
1944 cause a security concern? 

14. What role did Pickles have in World Cup history?  

15. What colour is a black box or flight recorder? 

16. Which famous person was refused entry to the Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome 
at the Commonwealth Games because he could not prove his identity? 

17. President Obama stopped off at a World Heritage Site on his way back 
from the Nato summit in September. Which historical site was it? 

18. Brimstone, Paveway, Storm Shadow, and Litening are types of what? 

19. Novelist Ian allegedly McEwan admitted taking a few pebbles from a 
famous beach and keeping them on his desk while he wrote a novel. He 
could have faced a fine of up to £2,000 if had not returned the pebbles. 
Which beach was it?  

20. What must happen once a year, between 22nd March and 25th April? 
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A scrap of paper (written as from December 1914) 
 
This holiday season gives us a chance to reflect on the events of the year. We 
are now embarked on a war no-one wanted or expected. It was thrust on us to 
defend honour and oppose Prussian militarism. As a country we have answered 
the call, backed up by the Empire, to defend what was called just a Scrap of 
Paper. What will people think in a hundred years? Will the Great War 1914 go 
down in history like Agincourt or Hundred Years’ War? We were friends of 
Germany for many years. Is it too soon to hope this will be a war to end wars?  
 
We have sent, probably best the best army ever to go abroad.  There have 
already been casualties. It is affecting us in Bucks. We must all join in the effort.  
 
How to be useful in war time? Support Red Cross SSAFA. Send parcels to loved 
ones and strangers. Write the men letters. Don’t waste. Support refugees. If you 
cannot join up persuade someone else to. Think: could you do his job?  
 
So we think of those men in uniform who are serving King and Country this 
Christmas and wish them victory and a speedy return.  
 
 
 

 

Join us for 

Carol Singing 
Around Dinton on Christmas Eve 

Meet outside the pub at 6pm (for approx 1 hour) 

Bring a torch 

Children must be accompanied 

Mince Pies and Mulled wine at the Seven Stars afterwards 

All proceeds to Florence Nightingale Hospice 

We are looking for a volunteer to assist with the 
collecting. If you can help please contact  

Trevor and Sara Hopwood Tel 748055 
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     Christmas Cards in the Parish     

 
Once again there will be a board in both Stone and Dinton churches on which you 

can put your Christmas card to all the members of the congregation. 
 

The money you save on buying both Christmas cards and postage stamps  
could be given to a charity (eg. the Parish Coffee Cup Collection for December). 

 

       -                                                       
 

In case you missed Jean’s note, Sylvia writes 

HAVE YOU SEEN THEM? 
 

 
 

We are still looking for the nativity figures that have been missing from 
Dinton Church since the restoration work was done last year. 
The figures are about 9 or 10 inches high, carved wood with the features 
highlighted with pale paint.  They consist of Mary, Joseph, Jesus in his crib, 
a couple of shepherds, 3 wise men and several sheep, a cow and a 
donkey.  The stable was made to fit them and looks very lost with the hand 
knitted figures we had to settle for last year.  We would be delighted if they 
could be returned to the Dinton Church in time for this Christmas.  If you 
can help us to locate them please ring either 

Jean More                       Valma Thompson                            Sylvia Eaton. 
 
Thank you 
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December Gardening 
 

Dark December, difficult to have much enthusiasm for gardening, but always 
something to do. Check on house plants make, sure they are free from pests; 
clear away any dead leaves and check to see that the compost is in good 
condition. 
 

If the conditions are suitable dig any vacant ground and remove weeds as they 
never stop growing.  A start can be made pruning fruit trees and if you have not 
pruned soft fruits still time to do so. 2014 has been quite a reasonable year for 
gardens, despite having a hot dry spell when April showers would be more useful 
to gardeners and gardens. Looking back I do not ever remember a year when 
slugs caused so much damage to the hearts of cabbages.  The pests ate their 
way to the very centre of the plant and completely destroyed it.  Very odd.  Never 
experienced this before. 
 

Tomatoes had their problems too.  Blight struck again, this is difficult to prevent as 
it is “potato  blight” which seems to arrive most years and is spread  by the wind 
and rain. The leaves go black and the fruit go rotten.   There has also been 
another problem, called “blossom end rot”.  This is not a disease, but is caused by 
uneven watering. A very descriptive name, as the fruits go black at the bottom.  
They are still edible however. 
 

Before getting too full of Christmas cheer get next year’s plants and seeds 
ordered.  

Wishing you all A Very Happy Christmas. 
PS 

Carol Singing in Stone 
Come and join us carol singing around the village on  

Monday 15
th

 December.  
Everyone is welcome!   

We will be meeting at 7.00pm on the church steps at the junction  
of Church Way and Bishopstone Road.  

Remember to bring a torch. 
All proceeds to the Sethule Orphans Trust in Zimbabwe. 
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Poinsettias  
 
I quite like Poinsettias. They are loud and garish and difficult to keep but, well, it is 
Christmas! Did you know they were named after an American ambassador?   
Joel Robert Poinsett, first U. S. ambassador to Mexico who obtained plants from 
the wilds of southern Mexico, introduced it to the United States in 1825. 
Botanically, the plant is known as Euphorbia Pulcherrima.  
 
Examine the soil daily, and when the surface is dry to the touch, water the soil 
until it runs freely out the drainage hole in the container. When watering, ensure 
that enough water is applied so that some will run out the drainage hole. If a 
saucer is used, discard the water that collects in it. Do not leave the plant 
standing in water. Overly wet soil lacks sufficient air, which results in root injury.  
 
A wilted Poinsettia plant may drop its leaves prematurely, so check the soil 
frequently. Plants exposed to high light and low humidity require more frequent 
watering. If wilting does occur, immediately water and 5 minutes later water again.  
 
If you want to make them flower next year you have to give them the short 
daylight they would get naturally. In fact the bold colours are on the leaves or 
bracts not petals.  
DP 
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Aunt Em’s Christmas Guide to Polite Dining. 
 

On arrival offer to help with preparation but do not expect to have your offer 
accepted. It is considered impolite to begin eating before all the group have been 
served their food and are ready to start. The host or hostess takes the first bite 
unless he or she instructs otherwise. We usually say “do start before it gets cold.”  

If the host or hostess is serving - help others. Use outside cutlery first. The fork is 
held with the left hand and the knife held with the right. Break bread - do not cut it 
with a knife. Talking with food in your mouth is seen as very rude.  Licking one's 
fingers (or anyone else’s) can also be considered not polite. Only certain things 
can be eaten with your fingers. If in doubt watch other people. Do not say “lovely 
beef bourguignon – it just needs some ketchup.” 

It is rude to eat noisily or make noise with cutlery or your chair or anything else. If 
someone makes a noise, rude or otherwise, make some witty remark like “More 
tea vicar?” If you are asked to say grace, do not say anything embarrassing like 
“We pray for Aunt Em’s friend, Mrs Goggins who is still unwell with food 
poisoning” 

If you are not sure what you are eating - try not to guess. Don’t say “this is nice 
chicken” if it is turkey. If you are a faddy guest or have some allergy tell the host 
at the time of the invitation. Em once had a vegetarian guest who announced at 
the table they did not eat nuts, tomatoes or spices.  When you have finished 
eating, and to let others know that you have, place your knife and fork together 
(fork on the left), facing upwards, on your plate. Napkins should be placed 
unfolded on the table when the meal is finished.  

At family meals, children are expected to ask permission to leave the table at the 
end of the meal. If you have to get up say “excuse me”. If a lady stands up the 
gentlemen should stand as well. If anything falls to floor such as a fork, leave it 
there – Uncle Stan was under a table for days one Christmas. Never ask the chef 
which store he or she shops at. Always thank the host. Offer to help clear up.  

Have a Happy Christmas from Aunt Em and Max 

 

 
Open Church 

During the afternoon of Saturday 1
st
 November Stone Church was 

open to welcome visitors to look around, to pray or reflect quietly, 
or just to have a cup of tea. Inspired by the Barnabas Fund day of 
prayer there was also a display about the plight of our Christian 
brothers and sisters in countries where the church is persecuted. 
Prayer cards were available to help us focus our prayers for them. 
We are hoping to open the church more often in the future. Dates 
will be advertised so please look out for them. 
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The Stone Recreation Ground Committee 

Stone Christmas 

Market  
December 13 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 
 

At  
The Jubilee Pavilion  

Setting up 9:15 

 
This is a new venture to raise funds. Rent a table for £5.00 and sell  

homemade jams, produce, bring and buy, crafts, secondhand books,  
bric-a- brac. Pay the money and keep your profits or pay  

to the charity or good cause of your choice. 
Or why not take the Xbox Challenge? 

If you are a gamer, why not see if you can win a prize! 

Refreshments available. 

 
For more details contact David on 397794  

david@pickupandscott.co.uk 

mailto:david@pickupandscott.co.uk
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Posada – Advent 2014 

Last year we arranged our first parish Posada, and many people who took part 
remarked that they found it a very meaningful experience. So this year we are 
doing it again – but what is Posada? 

Posada is a Spanish word meaning ‘inn’, and ‘Posada’ celebrations originated in 
Mexico where two young people were chosen to dress up as Mary and Joseph. 
They used to travel from house to house in their village telling people about the 
imminent arrival of Jesus and asking if they could give them a room. On 
Christmas Eve they would re-enact a community play and bring figures of Mary 
and Joseph to be placed in the crib. 

The church in this country has adopted and adapted ‘Posada’ as a way of 
encouraging people to celebrate more meaningfully the season of Advent. We 
invite everybody to join us in order to celebrate with expectation during this 
‘waiting’ time the whole meaning and purpose of Jesus’ incarnation. 

We don’t dress up as Mary and Joseph here, instead we pass the Mary and Joseph 
figures from the church nativity set from house to house during the time of 
Advent. This represents making room for Jesus in our hearts and homes and 
remind us of the arduous journey that Mary and Joseph had to undertake, and of 
our own journey as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ. 

The first hosts will receive Mary and Joseph at 
the Advent Sunday service on 30th November, 
and they will look after them in their home that 
night. They will then pass them on to the next 
hosts who will do the same, and so on until the 
family who hosts them on 23rd December brings 
them back to church for the Christmas Eve 
Family Crib Service. 

If you would like to take part this year please see Jenny Pickup after any of the 
main services during Advent, or call her on 748170. We hope that this project 
will be an enriching experience for you, your children and our church family here 
in our parish.        
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The Vicarage, 10 Badgers Rise, Stone HP17 8RR. 
Tel: 01296 748068 

E mail: angela_richuk@yahoo.co.uk 
December 2014 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I wonder if the rapid changes that we see during our lives excites or frightens 
you?  Sometimes, when we take a trip down memory lane, it becomes apparent 
just how great these changes have been.  Angela and I recently visited Tiptree 
Museum and Jam-making factory near Colchester.  This brought back memories 
for her of being taken to the fields for strawberry-picking.    There is now the 
production of vast quantities of jams and chutneys, and everything on a much 
grander scale altogether with a café for teas and lunches, and the tourist trade 
very much in mind. 
 
I understand now that when you wish to use the facilities at Barclays Bank, 
Aylesbury, it is almost fully automated and very difficult to gain the assistance of a 
clerk if you need one.  Lloyds Bank is no better.  Today I spent hours making 2 
visits there, plus 2 long phone calls, trying unsuccessfully to effect a change of 
address for someone whose account I have managed for over 30 years!  When I 
started my Banking days, every deposit entry was written up by hand, and I 
remember having to calculate the amount of interest gained since the previous 
entry.  All half yearly charges were also worked out by a ‘charging team’. 
 
Recently, I learnt of a new term in the workplace ‘hot-desking’.  It means you no 
longer have your own desk to work from, but when you need one, you must find a 
vacant zone and work-space to use!  Our latest Church printer is wireless, so that 
the computer in one room can send a message to print copies next door; but I 
realise these have been around now for some time. 
 
Have you seen what the predicted most popular toys will be this Christmas, like 
the ‘Kidizone Smartwatch’?  It has 128 megabytes of internal memory.  Compare 
the Apollo 11 spaceship which had only 64 kilobytes of memory!   
 
The Smartwatch can store 900 photos, 15 minutes of video, gives access to many 
games as well as the usual ‘watch’ facilities, and all for £39-99.  These games are 
supposed to prepare children for their future lives with technology. 
 
We’ve come a long way since the days when I enjoyed a game of ‘Sorry’ at my 
grandparents’ home, a game still very much enjoyed by our grandchildren today.   
 
So yes, we live in an amazing, rapidly changing world which can seem a bit scary 
for us ‘oldies’ at times!  However, 2000 years ago, an even more amazing, mind-
boggling event occurred, - for God, our Creator, entered our world in the form of a 
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human baby – Jesus.  Perhaps because of the familiarity of the event which we 
celebrate every Christmas, we have lost the wonder and magnitude of what 
actually took place.  Jesus began his life fleeing into Egypt with his parents, to 
escape death – like many refugees in our world today.  He ended his life on earth 
with a tortuous death, for which he had done nothing to deserve it.  Compare the 
recent beheadings of Aid workers, reporters and many others. 
 
Yes, our world, in spite of its many advances, seems like a crazy mixed up place 
where violence has the upper hand.  But Jesus knows all about that.  He suffered 
through it too.  God, then, overcame the ultimate power of sin and death, by 
raising Jesus to new life, and in Him we can all have a lasting, sure and certain 
hope for the future.  Come and join us this Christmas time as we celebrate this 
unique event in our history. 
 
A very Happy Christmas to you all, 
 

 
Priest in Charge 

 
 

Sam Baker Concert 
The Sam Baker concert organised by 
Dinton impresario Mike Trotman at 
Dinton Church was a great success.  
160 people packed the church and 
gave Sam and fellow artists, Carrie 
Elkin & Chip Dolan, a standing ovation 
at the end of the concert.  Between 
numbers Sam gave a moving account 
of the suffering he experienced after 
being blown up on a train heading for 
Machu Picchu by the Shining Path 
guerrilla group. 

The concert raised over 500 pounds           
for the Dinton Flush Fund. 

Thanks Mike for a great concert. 
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Restoration and Remembrance 
Hartwell Graveyard October 2010 

 
The small graveyard at Hartwell, opened in the mid-1770s and a burying place 
since than for the people of Hartwell House and parish, is a quiet shady place, 
almost unnoticed, in summer full of flowers, birds and insects, a lovely refuge to 
walk and sit. There are nearly 100 graves, including some unmarked burials of 
members of the French court during the exile of Louis XVIII from 1809 to 1814. 
 
The grass is always mowed in the autumn and the recent restoration and 
repointing of the curved brick wall, financed by the Ernest Cook Trust, the Parish 
Council and the PC, has much improved the entrance. The rest of the wall, beside 
the lane, is still under the grass bank, a project for the future. This autumn the 
grass was mown as usual, but on October 18th a group of around 12 young 
volunteers from the Master Axe Foundation, a community interest group led by 
Neil Axe and Graham Cadle, came to work in the graveyard. New Zealander Neil 
is particularly interested in the grave of Ernest Philip Clarke, whose family 
emigrated to New Zealand in the early C20th and who died at the end of the war 
when on a visit to his aunt in Lower Hartwell. 

   
 
The boys did a splendid job of clearing leaves and undergrowth, trimming 
overgrown trees and tidying graves. They also removed saplings from a large box 
grave and replaced the displaced stone cover. When they had finished there was 
a short ceremony of remembrance for Gunner Clarke and for Corporal Jack 
Small, who died in January 1943 and who is also commemorated here. The boys 
lowered flags and laid wreaths on the graves and a bugler played the Last Post. 
Representatives of local councils and the Parish Council had been invited to the 
ceremony. 
 
Many thanks are due to Neil and his boys and to Hartwell House for their support 
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James Day  
 

Readers will be saddened to hear that Lance Corporal 10050 James Day, 1
st
 

Battalion East Lancashire Regiment died 8
th
 December 1914 at the age of 22. He 

was born in 1892 in Dinton and baptised on 7
th
 May 1893 at Hartwell church.  

 

James was a shoemaker and we send condolences to his parents: James and 
Ellen Day of Eythrope Road Stone. 
 

He is buried at Lancashire Cottage Cemetery Hainault Belgium and 
Commemorated at Stone War Memorial Gates 
 

 
Photo of grave David Pickup 

 

 

STONE THURSDAY CLUB 
Our next meeting for Over 60’s will be on 11th December, 2.00 – 3.30pm 
which will be for our Christmas Party and Carols.  We do hope you will be 
able to join us, and bring your friends along too.  Members and helpers 
are asked to bring along a gift for someone else to the value of £2 
wrapped in Christmas paper for our “Secret Santa”. 
If you require transport, please ring Angela 748068. 
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News-Direct 
Newspapers & magazines 

delivered to your door every 
morning 

All newspapers accounts can 
be settled by switch/cards 

using our 
 

Freephone No. 

 

0800 917 3076 
Monday – Friday 6 am – 7 pm 

 
Saturdays & Sundays 

6am – 2pm 
 

 
 

Windmill Landscapes 
(Thame Based) 

Your Local Landscape Company 
Established 1989 

Landscaping 

 Grass Cutting 

 Turfing/Seeding 

 Hedge Cutting 

 Fencing – All Types 
Construction 

 Patios 

 Drives / Paths 

 Gates – Wood / Metal 

 Groundwork 
 

Tel 01844 279519 
Freephone 0800 783 7194 

www.windmill-landscapes.com 
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NEWS FROM CHAPEL HILL 
Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road, Stone, HP17 8PH 

 

Minister: Revd. Keith Edwards,  

Tel: 01296 488963 

ulysee798@gmail.com 

Village contact:  
Mrs. Sue Spinks, Clowesbourne, Upton, HP17 8UA 

Tel: 01296 748369 

royandsue1@btinternet.com 

During this month’s services 

the following will be remembered in prayer: 
7th   – Churchway;  14th – Corn Close; 21st  – BadCottage  

and 28th – Creslow Way 
Your prayer requests are welcome – anonymous if you wish – 

please leave a note in the Chapel post box 

 
A very warm welcome to two very special Services this month - 
 

Carol Service on 21st December 

Especially for children who can look forward  
to a present from the tree. 

Coffee and mince pies for everyone after the Service 

 
 

United service on 28th December 
 with friends from the Parish Churches 

   Goodbye 2014 :  
     Hello 2015 

Again, refreshments after the Service 
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SOUPER SATURDAYS 
 

ARE HERE AGAIN ! 
 

6
th

 & 13
th

 December 
12 noon – 2 p.m. 

@ Methodist Chapel, Eythrope Road 
Raising money for the LOCAL 
Action for Children Projects 

It’s not TOO LATE to volunteer to 
make some soup 

OR help to serve 
OR help to tidy up 

Contact me, Sue Spinks, as soon as you can on 748369 or 
royandsue1@btinternet.com 

SOUPER SATURDAYS ARE NOW A REALLY 
WELL ESTABLISHED AND HAPPY 

PRE-CHRISTMAS VILLAGE OCCASION 
SO PLEASE 

COME ALONG TO ENJOY YOUR SOUPER LUNCH! 
 

 
Waterperry Christmas Markets 

13th & 14th December 

10.30am to 4pm  
Waterperry Estate opened until 5pm. 

 

 
Bring the magic back to Christmas by 
visiting Waterperry’s Christmas food and 
gift Market.  There’ll be artists and 
craftspeople with gorgeous gift ideas and 
festive food and drink, as well as the 
chance to buy your Waterperry-grown 
Christmas trees and hand made 
decorations.  Enjoy a festive menu in the 
Teashop, Miss H’s too.  We’re a one-stop 
shop for all your Christmas needs! 
Entrance to the Christmas Market is free.  

 
Waterperry Gardens, Nr Wheatley, 

Oxford, OX33 1JZ 
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

Tel: 01844 339226. 

 

A place to explore, relax and shop in 
beautiful surroundings all year round. 

 

Find Santa’s Reindeer!  
At Waterperry Gardens 

Throughout December to 4
th

 January 2015 
(Closed 25

th
, 26

th
, 31

st
 Dec & 1

st
 Jan) 

 

Help Rudolph find his eight friends who are lost all 
around the gardens and then find your Christmas 
treat in the teashop. £2 per child, children must be 
accompanied by an adult for whom the garden 
entrance fee applies. 
 

Christmas Week at Waterperry Gardens 
27

th
 to 30

th
 December, 10am to 4pm,  

Closed 31
st

 Dec & 1
st

 Jan 
Experience Waterperry Gardens as the frosts adorn 
the gardens and enjoy a winter stroll. Warm up with 
a tasty treat in the Teashop or have a browse 
around the Gift Barn, Gallery, Plant Centre and 
Museum or continue the festive family fun with ‘Find 
Santa’s Reindeer’, there is something for everyone 
at Waterperry.  
 

10% OFF A Christmas Tree 
10% off one Christmas tree at Waterperry Gardens 
for all our local parish news readers. Please bring 
this advert with you to redeem your 10% off ( 

 



Parish News                                              23                            December 2014 

FOURTH TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP 

(non denominational) 
Meeting in the Methodist Chapel, 

Eythrope Road 
 

The Fellowship will be meeting early this month – 
on the third Tuesday 16

th
 December 

Come along at 2.30 p.m. to enjoy a 

CHRISTMAS MISCELLANY 

of Carols, poems, Bible readings and prayers 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

for an pleasant afternoon heralding Christmas – 

with mince pies for tea! 
 

A BIG ‘THANK YOU’ 
to everyone who generously supported the 

LINK TO HOPE CHARITY 

FAMILY/ELDERLY SHOEBOX APPEAL 

for needy Eastern European countries 

Once again we were able to send 

35 boxes in all 

from the Parish, thanks to many donations 
of goodies and money. 

£70.00 to cover transport costs was also sent 
Do log into linktohope.co.uk to learn more 

about what happens to our shoeboxes 
and the other work of the Charity 

 
 

PARISH REGISTERS 
 

FUNERALS: 
 

18
th
 November: St Peter & St Paul, Dinton & Burial in the Church Graveyard 

FREDERICK JOHN JEFFREY (Fred) 
 

24
th
 November: Amersham Crematorium followed by a Thanksgiving Service at 

St John the Baptist, Stone 
ROBERT HENRY WELDON (Harry) 
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More Perfect Union: Understanding Same-Sex Marriage 
by Alan Wilson, Bishop of Buckingham 

 

 
 

I once heard a story about orphanages. Someone was being shown round an 
orphanage and commented on how many children there were there and surely 
there could not be so many children with no parents. The guide said that in that 
country many orphans have one or two parents. That is my attitude to same 
gender marriage. It is not marriage. It is a question of words not rights.  

A book on this subject is perhaps a strange choice to review in a parish 
magazine. I bought it because I thought I would hate it, the author is our bishop, 
and we (as a church) are encouraged from on high to have ‘shared conversations’ 
on same-sex relationships. Should we is another question. Is this really the top of 
anyone’s agenda? The people who are most radical are probably not going to 
rush back to the church anyway. For most us there are more pressing issues for 
the church than what is at most a minority concern.  

Our Lord was asked questions to trip Him up by the religious authorities; they 
were trying to catch Him out. I wonder if we the church is being asked questions 
to trip us up, to catch us out. Why are we trying to answer them? It is an issue 
that deeply divides but the world outside the church cannot understand why it is 
an issue at all I did not hate it. It is interestingly written, amusing, and thorough. 

 I do not agree with most of what it says but hopefully know more about the 
issues.  

drp 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Alan+Wilson&search-alias=books-uk&text=Alan+Wilson&sort=relevancerank
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T & B 
Private Car Hire 

 
 
 

01844 261116 
Mob: 07831882694 

 

Air Conditioned Cars/MPVs 
for Airport Transfers 

Special Events, Theatres 
Touring, Sight Seeing, 

Weddings 
or any other special occasion 

Jaguar Wedding Cars 
also available 
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When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 



Parish News                                              27                            December 2014 

Bartlett's 
Residential Home 

A beautiful Victorian country house set in over 

18 acres of tranquil park and gardens 

Individuals and couples, those wishing to make a home here 

and those wanting a shorter stay are all welcome. 

Highly qualified and caring staff to look after your every need. 

 

Excellent facilities for recreational 

activities, therapies and companionship. 

Award winning chef who uses local produce. 

Intimate and welcoming offering 

you a little bit extra. 

Part of the Peverel Court group of care homes. 

Tel Gloria on 01296 747000    Email: Gloria@bartlettscare.co.uk 

www.peverelcourt.co.uk 

Peverel Court, Portway Road, Stone, Bucks, HP17 8RP 
 
 
 

 
When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 



Parish News                                              28                            December 2014 

 
 

Ric Lee 
“Handyman” 

 
General House Maintenance 

Painting and Decorating 
Small Tiling Jobs 

Flat Pack Furniture 
Assembly 

 
Tel: 01296 482698 

Mob: 07831 658909 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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Bishopstone Village 
Hall Trust 

Need to hire a 
hall? 

…think ‘hall’, think 
Bishopstone Hall 

 

 Prices start from just £20 
for a child’s party, for up 

to 80 people 

 Disabled access, licensed 
bar available, terms and 

conditions apply 
Phone 01296 747773 for more 

information 
Bishopstone Village Hall 
Moreton Lane, HP17 8SQ 

Registered Charity No. 264370 
 
 

Oxford Rd, Hartwell, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP17 8QP 

 

The Bugle Horn 
Tel 01296 747594 

David and his team would like to 

welcome you to the Bugle Horn to 

enjoy 'Great Leisure Moments' in a 

Great British Pub, we are proud to 

serve great food from around the 

world in a distinctly British manner all 

day, every day. 

Try our extensive range of wines 
from around the world or one of our 

traditional cask ales 
Just pop in even if it is just for coffee 

Jazz & Dinner Night Monthly 
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Busy Badgers 
Ironing Service 
Badgers Cottage 
Stone HP17 8PH 

 

Mending and 
Alteration Service 

 

Tel: 07957 611191 
Collection and Delivery 

 

 

 

Hester-Clarke 
Fine Jewellers 

Independent Family Jewellers since 1892 
Goldsmiths House 10-14 Cambridge Street Aylesbury Bucks HP12 1RS 

www.hesterclarke.co.uk   01296 482963 

When responding to an advertisement please mention the Parish Magazine 
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Hartwell House Hotel 
December Celebratory Bill of Fare 

 

The build up to Christmas is always special at Hartwell House, and to 

celebrate why not treat family, friends, colleagues or clients to our superb  

value for money December lunch or dinner menu.  

Meet in the relaxed atmosphere of one of our magnificent drawing rooms with 

 a glass of Prosecco before enjoying this delicious menu 
 

A glass of  Prosecco and canapés 

Layers of smoked salmon ,crab and prawns, with beetroot flavours  

and horseradish croquette 
 

Roasted breast of Chiltern Valley pheasant with dauphinoise potato, 

winter spiced red cabbage, curly kale, and forest mushroom sauce 
 

Valrhona manjari chocolate fondant with poached cherries, chocolate brittle,  

cherry ripple and Tahiti vanilla ice cream 

 Coffee and mince pie 
 

£32.00 per person without a glass of Prosecco  £38.00 per person with a 

glass of Prosecco inclusive of VAT 

Available daily from 1st to 23rd December 2014 excluding Sundays 
 

To make a reservation please call 01296 747444 or email info@hartwell-house.com 

Oxford Road, Near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP17 8NR 

Part of the National Trust www.hartwell-house.com info@hartwell-house.com  


